
OPCUG topics offered to the Ottawa Public Library for January to March 2024

The Ottawa PC Users’ Group collaborates with the Ottawa Public Library by offering
presentations on a variety of topics. Following is a list of presentation topics that have been
offered for the period of January to March, 2024

The list of topics has been sent to branch coordinators and as of mid-December, 2023 we are
awaiting specific requests. When a schedule has been decided, it will be posted at
https://opcug.ca/opl-presentations/

If there is a presentation below that you would like to see given at your local Ottawa Public
Library branch, you could speak to the librarians there and mention it. Who knows? They might
request that the presentation be given at your branch.

Chris’s presentations

Typography - the art and science of written communications
Typography—the art and technique of arranging type—has been around for over five hundred
years and is constantly evolving. Good typography makes it easy to read and can be eye-
catching. Bad typography can be distracting and hard to read.

Chris Taylor, President of the Ottawa PC Users' Group will outline the somewhat arcane
terminology used. He will discuss some of the historical significances of type. Then he will delve
into the subjective nature of choosing typefaces: what makes a typeface more or less readable,
how and when to combine multiple typefaces, what emotions are evoked in readers, and how
to avoid common faux pas.

Keeping passwords safe
We are told: don't write down passwords; don't reuse passwords; make passwords long and
complex. Chris Taylor, President of the Ottawa PC Users' Group will show how to use free
software that stores all your usernames and passwords along with related information and
protects them with a single, very strong password. Don't let your online accounts get
compromised. It's easy and free.

Protecting Your PC
The average time it takes for an unprotected computer to be compromised after connecting to
the Internet is under 15 minutes. Don't let it be yours. Chris Taylor, President of the Ottawa PC
Users' Group will show you the simple steps you need to take to keep your PC from being
hacked. And best of all, it can be done for free.

https://opcug.ca/opl-presentations/


Whoa, backup! Effective strategies for keeping your computer files safe
Think about all the data on your PC; videos of the grandkids playing in a park, photos of your
trip to Patagonia (lucky you!), tax records, emails… Now think about whether those files exist
anywhere else. If the answer is no, you need to think about backup.

You could lose data due to viruses, fire, theft, tornado, hard disk failure, making an unintended
change to a file, or a wayward finger deleting a file. Chris Taylor, President of the Ottawa PC
Users' Group will discuss various ways you can ensure your important data survives any
catastrophe.

Windows Performance Tune-up
If your Windows computer is getting sluggish, you don't have to re-install Windows just to gain
back lost performance. Chris Taylor, President of the Ottawa PC Users' Group will demonstrate
and explain how to safely use many native and free 3rd party tools that can help speed up
Windows.

Who's the Boss - You or Your Camera?
Take your photography to the next level by getting your camera off "Auto" to achieve the
creative effects you want. Learn how to tell your camera to capture what you see - don't let it
decide for you. Topics covered will include an understanding of aperture, shutter speed and ISO
which can be applied to any camera that has a dial for selecting exposure settings (e.g. "A" or
"Av", and "S" or "Tv"). Presented by Chris Taylor, President of the Ottawa PC Users' Group and
Vice-president of the Orleans Photo Club.

How to Buy a PC
When buying a PC, you are faced with a lot of choices, laptop or desktop, how many cores in
the processor, Intel or AMD processor, size of storage, how big a monitor, is it better to buy a
faster processor or more memory… Chris Taylor, President of the Ottawa PC Users' Group will
help sort out the choices so you can buy the computer that is right for your needs.

How to Buy a Digital Camera
When buying a digital camera, you are faced with a bewildering array of choices. Chris Taylor,
Ottawa PC Users' Group President and Orleans Photo Club Vice-president will help "focus" your
search for the ideal digital camera to fit your budget and suit the style of photography that
interests you.

How to Secure a Home Wireless Network
Many wireless routers do not default to the most secure configuration. Make sure you are not
the "low-hanging fruit" that someone will decide to attack. It is surprisingly easy to make sure
your network is secure. Chris Taylor, President of the Ottawa PC Users' Group will show you just
how easy it is.



Lynda’s presentations

How to take better vacation photos
Learn how to more effectively tell the story of your vacations through pictures. Regardless of
what kind of camera you use (cell phone, tablet, DSLR, etc.), Lynda Buske from the Ottawa PC
Users' Group and the Orleans Photo Club will show how to use light, foreground, people and
framing to create a descriptive picture that needs no captioning.

Tips and techniques for better photos
Learn, in simple terms, how your camera works to enable you to take better photos. The
lecture will cover tips on composition, depth of field, lighting, people pictures and how to avoid
common pitfalls. Learn how to get off the automatic setting on your camera and take control!
Presented by Lynda Buske from the Ottawa PC Users' Group and the Orleans Photo Club.

Basic photo editing - learn easy, stunning techniques
Demo on how to enhance your photos by adjusting light, colour, and composition. Lynda Buske
from the Ottawa PC Users' Group and the Orleans Photo Club will be using free photo editing
software available for both Windows and MacOS. NOTE: There could be a hands-on workshop
at a later date. Internet access is not required.

How to make a hard copy photo book
Lynda Buske from the Ottawa PC Users' Group and the Orleans Photo Club will show you how
to make a hard copy book using the on-line service, Photobook Canada. You can completely
customize the arrangement of your photos, backgrounds, frames, embellishments, etc. A great
way to preserve memories of family events or travel! Internet access is required for this
lecture.

How to make a photo collage with free software
Do you have a small collection of photos such as an outing, a deceased family member, a
birthday party, a nature collection (birds, butterflies?) that you would like to make into a
collage? Lynda Buske from the Ottawa PC Users' Group and the Orleans Photo Club, will
demonstrate how you can use Photoscape X (free for Windows 10 and macOS) to design and
create digital collages of your favourite photos that can then be printed and framed.

Alan’s presentations

Is free software really free?
And, if it is free, can it be any good? In this session, we will find that the answer to both
questions is a resounding yes. There is lots of free software available, and many free programs
are very good indeed. So join Alan from the Ottawa PC Users' Group to find out about some
must-have - and absolutely free - software!



Building a Website – No Coding Required!
Want your own website? Today's web-building technologies offer page templates, WYSIWYG
(What You See Is What You Get) editors, and instant web hosting. So, it's easy to create a
website with no HTML coding being required. And it can be completely free. In this
presentation, Alan German from the Ottawa PC Users' Group will show how to create a website
from scratch and make content available on the Internet.

Linux 101 - An Introduction to the "Other" Operating System
In this session, we will explore some of the reasons why one might consider running Linux
rather than or, more likely, in addition to Windows. Alan German from the Ottawa PC Users'
Group will show that a typical Linux distribution contains everything one might need - the
complete operating system and many useful applications - and that installation of all of this
software is really easy. And, did we mention that all of this comes at zero cost?


