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YouTubeTech

PhotoGIMP - GIMP Meets Photoshop

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3gCv_DlUZg



Diolinux/PhotoGIMP

Windows, Linux and MacOS

Free and open source

Available from GitHub 

https://github.com/Diolinux/PhotoGIMP



Share Google Drive: mirror vs. stream

One Google Drive setting gave me 60GB of SSD space back 
without deleting anything

Only relevant if you install Google Drive for Desktop

All Google Drive files & folders can be accessed

̶ from a browser at https://drive.google.com

̶ from local file system using File Explorer or any file manager

Two modes of operation

̶ Mirror mode

̶ Stream mode

https://www.makeuseof.com/save-pc-storage-with-google-drive-mirror-files/

Stewart Bruce



Share Google Drive: mirror mode

All files on Google Drive (cloud) are constantly 
synchronized with local drive

Any change in one location (cloud or local drive)

̶ additions, deletions, and modifications

Gets changed in the other location

̶ usually within seconds or a few minutes



Share Google Drive: stream mode

Files on Google Drive (cloud) only exist in the cloud
̶ placeholder icons appear on local drive

When you access placeholder icon:
̶ streamed in real time to your computer

̶ if you modify file, changes sent back to cloud within seconds

̶ copy of file remains local for a period of time

Can mark files or folders to change default behaviour
̶ Available offline

̵ keeps copy permanently on local storage

̵

access

̶ Online only
̵ removes locally cached copy of file/folder

̵ good choice to free up as much space as possible on local drive & not 
concerned about being able to access files when no internet access



Share Location of local copy

For both mirror mode and stream mode

By default, local folder will be under your profile on 
drive where Windows is installed

̶ normally drive c:

̶ e.g. C:\Users\your-username\My Drive

If C drive has limited space and you have more local 
space available on another drive

̶ Google Drive for desktop can be configured to use a different 
location



Share Which is best?

Mirror mode

̶ you are not concerned about the space required to keep a copy 
of all files on local storage

̶ you want the exact same set of files to be available all the time 
whether connected to the Internet or not

Stream mode

̶  you want to save local storage space

̶ you are not concerned about being able to access all cloud files 
when you are not connected to the Internet

̶ keep in mind that in stream mode, you can mark files and 
folders for offline use if you need them whether you have 
Internet access or not



Share Belarc Advisor

Harvey Hope

Belarc Advisor is a free software utility that scans your computer to create a 

detailed profile report of your hardware, installed software, software license 

keys, and security updates. 

Hardware Specs: 

Displays your CPU, memory modules, motherboard, disk drives, and display adapters.

Software Inventory: 

Lists installed programs with their recognized product serial numbers and license keys.

Security Status: 

Checks for missing Microsoft hotfixes, evaluates antivirus health.

The profile report is very useful for planning a transition to a new computer.

Slide #1



Share Belarc Advisor

Belarc Advisor is available at: https://belarc.com/products/belarc-advisor/download

You are prompted for your email and name, simply use your initials:

 Email: <your initials>@abc.com

 First name: <your initial>

 Last Name: <your initial>

 Company: <skip field>

Click Submit

Click Download Belarc Advisor

Filename: advisorinstaller.exe

Slide #2

https://belarc.com/products/belarc-advisor/download
https://belarc.com/products/belarc-advisor/download
https://belarc.com/products/belarc-advisor/download


Share Belarc Advisor

Belarc Advisor

- Accept license agreement and click Install

- Advisor security definitions are updated

- Belarc commences profile creation

- When complete the html report is displayed

- Save the report to your computer

Slide #3



Share Belarc Advisor

https://www.pcinnovation.ca/Belarc/ )

Slide #4

Computer Profile Summary

Computer Name: Lenovo-TBook (in WORKGROUP)

Profile Date: August 6, 2026 7:43:17 AM

Advisor Version: 12.1

Operating System 

Windows 11 Professional (x64) Version 25H2 (build 26200.8875)

Install Language: English (United States)

System Locale: English (United States)

Installed: 2024-03-16 7:23:46 AM

Servicing Channel: General Availability

Boot Mode: UEFI with successful Secure Boot 

System Model 

LENOVO 21KK ThinkBook 16 G6 ABP

System Serial Number: PW0A6BL3

Chassis Serial Number: PW0A6BL3

Enclosure Type: Notebook 

Processor 

2.00 gigahertz AMD Ryzen 7 7730U with Radeon Graphics

512 kilobyte primary memory cache

4 megabyte secondary memory cache

16 megabyte tertiary memory cache

64-bit ready

Multi-core (8 total)

Hyper-threaded (16 total)

https://www.pcinnovation.ca/Belarc/


YouTubeTech

Ethernet Explained so well that 
even YOU can Understand it!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vzjIv2l6wY



Share Finding facilities

Flush is a mobile app that tries to answer the 
question:   Where is the nearest toilet?

Available for IOS & Android

User-supported with worldwide information about  
public washrooms available in your vicinity

Free and paid ($2.99) versions are offered

Long press on the map to provide a new location

Handicap access, free or fee, etc. can be indicated

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=toilet.samruston.com.toilet

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/flush-toilet-finder-map/id955254528

Stewart Bruce



Share
Seriously, Don't Buy a Windows 
11 PC With 8GB of RAM

PCMag article
̶ test computer:

̵ powerful AMD Ryzen 9 9900X CPU
̵ speedy Samsung 990 Pro PCIe 4.0 SSD
̵ 8 GB RAM

Used 6.6GB of RAM on fresh boot with a few startup applications
Windows quietly shuttling data back & forth between RAM and 
the SSD as switched between apps
̶ showed white screen while it swapped programs to/from RAM

Don't Settle for Budget Specs on a Brand-New PC
̶ 16GB of RAM is the absolute minimum you should accept

Important to consider due to
̶ newer PCs coming with less RAM due to high component costs

̵ AI data centres eating up RAM & storage

https://ca.pcmag.com/windows/17125/seriously-dont-buy-a-
windows-11-pc-with-8gb-of-ram



Share How everything works

̶ why do we need water?

̶ why do you yawn when someone else does?

̶ what happens when you hold in a sneeze?

̶

̶ why do goats have rectangular pupils?

̶ why do dreams make sense until you wake up?

̶ why does helium change
your voice?

̶ why does ice cream give
us brain freeze?

https://howeverythingworks.com/

not very computer-related

but fascinating



Share Windows Guide newsletter

From Chris Hoffman at PCMag

̶

̵ also covers other operating systems and software from macOS 
and Linux to desktop apps and web browsers

̶ weekly look at the most important stories of the week

̶ analysis of why they really matter

̶ not a firehose of news

̵

https://preferences.pcmag.com/PCMag/windows-guide



Share Vibe Coding  Part 9







Progress to date

Two-pane folder view

Select the folders to be compared

Rows are synchronized

Highlight every other row in light blue

Checkmarks and arrows indicate file status
    (same or newer)

Double-click to change directories

Sort columns by filename, size, or date-time

Resize the columns

Select one or multiple files

Copy files between the folders









































is now taking 
pre-orders for WmatchClone.exe

Only $19.99



But seriously...

Vibe coding allows non-programmers to create simple 
to moderately-complex applications

    (e.g. web page, extract text strings from a file,
     an executable file-and-folder comparison tool)  

Download any required tools

    (e.g. Python, C-compiler)

Tell the chatbot what you want an app to do

Refine the prompts based on the results obtained

Be patient  but persistent!

Drag the chatbot back if necessary

    (e.g. Going back to wmatch_commander_style_v5.py...)



So,  what app or script 
do you have in mind?



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



Share

Do you have an application you can't live without?

Whether it's for productivity, creativity, fun, or 
something totally unique —we want to hear about it!

 Give a short 5–10 minute presentation

 Show us how it works and why you love it

 Inspire others with your favorite tech tool 

Sign up today — your app might be 
someone else’s next favorite!

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca

 

Share Your Must-Have App!



Have the desire 
to be an author?

The Editor of 
Ottawa PC News
would like to 
hear from you...

All computer-related articles welcome!

brigittelord@opcug.ca



https://opcug.ca/google-groups-how-to/



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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