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Virtual machines

What one thing would you like to 
know more about relating to 
computers?

Virtual machines



VirtualBox

https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20210120_PowerPoint.pdf



Bluetooth

• How should I manage use of Bluetooth?

• Does it pose security risks such that it 
should be turned off?

• When no longer using the device the 
computer is paired with?



Suggestions...

• If you need it, leave it on 

• If you don't need it turn it off

• Turning it off saves the battery on portable devices

• Don't accept any invites to pair a Bluetooth device 
unless you initiated the pairing

• If you actually are considering using Bluetooth but 
turning it off when it is not actively being used, I 
recommend you just turn it off

• If you don't trust it when it is not actively being used, 
you shouldn't trust it when it is in use



Networking to protect 
children

Ways to set up networks, computers, 
and phones to protect children from 
inappropriate content (DNS services, 
filters, firewalls, etc.)



Use DNS

https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20210106_PowerPoint.pdf



Services that specifically can block porn:
 

• Canadian Shield

    https://www.cira.ca/en/Canadian-shield/configure/ 

 

• OpenDNS Family Shield 
https://www.opendns.com/home-internet-security/



Safety First

• What are the safe settings that I should
     use on my Windows 11 laptop?

• What are the optimal privacy settings and 
practices in Windows and Linux?

• How to achieve anonymity

• Security



Metcalfe village, Thursday May 7, 2026 at 2:00pm 
https://booking.biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=ottawa+pc 

Protecting your PC
Chris Taylor

The average time it takes for an unprotected computer to be 
compromised after connecting to the Internet is under 15 
minutes. Don't let it be yours. Chris Taylor, President of the 
Ottawa PC Users' Group will show you the simple steps you 
need to take to keep your PC from being hacked. And best of 
all, it can be done for free.



Virtual Private Networks

What one thing would you like to 
know more about relating to 
computers?

VPN’s



Recent and Not-so-recent Q&A’s

• What is a VPN and why should you care?

     https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20250924_PowerPoint.pdf

• Tailscale VPN (Windows)

      https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20250702_PowerPoint.pdf

• VPN & network speed    
https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20230426_PowerPoint.pdf

• TunnelBear VPN

     https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20230419_PowerPoint.pdf





Looking for answers?

• Maybe we have covered a topic before at Q&A

• After all, since COVID 19 hit, we have had

̶ 260 Q&A sessions

̶ 1,937 topics

• Browse & search the Q&A index
laboriously (& lovingly) maintained by Alan

̶ https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/Q&A-Index.pdf

• Once you find something

̶ use the Archives to find
links to the presentations

̶ https://opcug.ca/
qa-archives/ 

https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/Q&A-Index.pdf
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Google Docs

• How do you change ownership
    of Google Docs?

• What is the best type of ownership 
to use for a group rather than for  
personal use?



Computer
Basics Keyboard

shortcuts #10

• Move between tabs in Excel

Current tab

Select previous tab Select next tab



Two-By-Two
Audio Players

Steve Parker

























Two factor authentication apps

• New York Times article: two free 2FA apps recommended
̶ after testing 13

• Wondering if anyone is familiar with them & what you think
• Twilio Authy:

̶ easy-to-use, cross-platform syncing & secure backups in and 
customizable app experience

̶ must create an account with phone number & email address
̶ end-to-end encryption for backup & syncing codes between devices

• Google Authenticator:
̶ simple, reliable, streamlined, straightforward authentication app

̵ surprising number of useful features

̶ when used with Google account, seamlessly syncs data between 
devices and keeps it backed up to the cloud

̶ export your account information securely using just a QR code
̶ doesn’t use end-to-end encryption to secure backups

Anonymous request to SuggestionBox@opcug.ca



New York Times assessment

• Choice depends on what features are important to you

• If put off by the idea of using a 2FA app

̶ you’ll want something like Google Authenticator that provides 
a seamless experience

• If concerned about law enforcement or third party 
accessing your 2FA app backups

̶ you’ll want something like Authy that encrypts your backups 
with a key you create

• If want an app with secure backups & doesn’t require 
you to create an account & you can live with some 
interface quirks

̶ consider Duo



New York Times assessment

• 2FA not without drawbacks

̶ could be tricked into entering information into a phishing site

̵ always check URL bar to make sure that you’re entering your 
passwords and 2FA at a legitimate site

̶ never send a 2FA code to someone else

• Passkeys are a new technology intended to replace 
passwords and 2FA with phishing-resistant, secure 
credentials that seamlessly log you in

̶ Passkeys still very new

̶ still need 2FA apps for sites that don’t yet support passkeys



What do you use?

• Any thoughts on apps mentioned by New York Times?

̶ Twilio Authy

̶ Google Authenticator

• Other authenticator apps?

̶ what do you like?

̶ what don’t you like?

• Since any authenticator app should work with any 
service…

̶ what features truly distinguish one from another?



While you are typing into the Chat...

Alan uses the Authenticator tool in the Sophos 
Intercept X for Mobile anti-virus app 

Accounts                         

Wordfence

opcug.ca

416187



Share Vibe Coding – Part 5

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca



Vibe Coding Example

• The BOD invites you to create a program or a 
script using only vibe coding

• You don’t need to know anything about 
programming or scripting languages

• You simply tell AI what you want the 
application to do and issue further prompt(s) 
to refine the app’s operation

• The application can be anything that you want 
the computer to do

• You will have several months to work on your 
project as we won’t review the results until 
the fall 





Limitation

• WMatch32 works fine with my 16 GB backup 
flash drive

• But, if I try to use my 64 GB archival flash drive, 
the side-by-side windows aren’t populated

• No files are available to be transferred

• The 16 GB drive is formatted as FAT32 while the 
64 GB drive uses NTFS

• The problem is likely that the old 32-bit WMatch 
utility can’t handle NTFS file permissions and 
attributes and so simply gives up!



Let’s ask ChatGPT for help











Copy code to clipboard

























Not quite there - yet!

• This is quite a complex ask

• It’s a good example of a project that requires 
multiple prompts

• No doubt, it will also require considerable 
development time

• If your proposed project is anything similar, 
it’s good that the vibe-coding competition 
won’t be held until October!!!

• So, do you have a project in mind
    as an entry to the competition?  

Send entries or just expressions of interest to:
SuggestionBox@opcug.ca



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



https://booking.biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=ottawa+pc 

Organizing and showcasing your photos
Lynda Buske
Rosemount, Thursday Apr 30, 2026 at 6:00pm
 

The Ins and Outs of Electronic Mail
Chris Taylor
Cumberland, Saturday May 2, 2026 at 2:00pm

Armchair Travel: Iceland
Lynda Buske
St-Laurent, Monday May 4, 2026 at 6:00pm



Britannia Park 

Trolley/Picnic Station

June 10, 2026

Register by E-mail to: pizzaparty2026@opcug.ca
Details: https://opcug.ca/events/annual-pizza-night/



Ask The Geeks
 

Multiple Geeks
OPCUG

May 13, 2026
7:30 pm

May Meeting



Wanted – Your Questions!

• The geeks are ready to (try 
to) answer your questions 
at the May meeting!

• What is your question?

• Send your question ahead 
of the meeting to:

alan.german@opcug.ca

  * Alan promises not to look up the
    answer or share the question with
    the other geeks! 



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Virtual machines
	Slide 3: VirtualBox
	Slide 4: Bluetooth
	Slide 5: Suggestions...
	Slide 6: Networking to protect  children
	Slide 7: Use DNS
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Safety First
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Virtual Private Networks
	Slide 12: Recent and Not-so-recent Q&A’s
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Looking for answers?
	Slide 15: Google Docs
	Slide 16: Keyboard shortcuts #10
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Two factor authentication apps
	Slide 30: New York Times assessment
	Slide 31: New York Times assessment
	Slide 32: What do you use?
	Slide 33: While you are typing into the Chat...
	Slide 34: Vibe Coding – Part 5
	Slide 35: Vibe Coding Example
	Slide 36
	Slide 37: Limitation
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55: Not quite there - yet!
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59: Ask The Geeks    Multiple Geeks OPCUG  May 13, 2026 7:30 pm   
	Slide 60: Wanted – Your Questions!
	Slide 61

