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Anti-Virus Software

• How important it is to have anti-
virus software? 



Defender is free and easy

• Windows has the largest market share for operating 
systems and so is the biggest target for hackers

• Microsoft Defender is built into Windows and virus 
signatures are frequently updated  

• A full disk scan will ensure that no malware is 
present on the drive

• On-access scanning will then maintain the clean 
status as files are read from or written to the disk

• Use of an occasional third-party scanner provides 
reassurance 

• Scanning overhead is not an issue



Microsoft Defender Features

• Real-time scanning of files and downloads

• Blocking malicious websites (via SmartScreen)

• Detecting suspicious behavior (not just signatures)

• Ransomware and spyware protection (via

       Controlled folder access *)

* Controlled folder access is essentially write 
   protection and can be enabled using:

     Windows Security → Virus & threat protection →
     Ransomware protection → Controlled folder access



Digital Legacy

• Managing my digital footprint specifically, 
files, images, passwords, backups, and 
software. 

    In other words, organizing my legacy.

• Lately I’m wondering about digital legacy



Digital
inheritance/legacy

• Don’t let online accounts die with you
• For others to get access to your online accounts

̶ may be impossible
̶ always will be difficult and may be costly

• You can provide access to your password manager
̶ so others can access your online services on your behalf
̶ you do use a password manager, right‽‽‽

• Leave info with power of attorney (POA), executor,
someone you trust
̶ name & location of password manager database file
̶ password to open password database
̶ sign-in username & password for computer
̶ what you want done with online accounts

• Safe deposit box
̶ if someone knows to access in emergency



Digital inheritance/legacy

• More than just access to your online accounts

• Take Control of Your Digital Legacy looks interesting

̶ https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/digital-legacy/

̶ US$15

̶ PDF and ePUB formats

̶ I have only read the Free Sample 
(41 pages from 152-page book)



Are you POA for someone?

Billy had a stroke— left him confined 
to a wheelchair and unable to speak.

Mary familiar with POA situations, 
underestimated what's involved.

Billy: only one with account 
numbers/passcodes. Mary had to go to 
each organization & figure out how to 
get access. Major hurdle was utility bills.

The challenge…today everything's electronic.

If someone asks you to be POA, spend an hour with them just getting an idea 
of their wishes and basics about their finances and their house … and what 
they would want for their children.

Don’t forget about their other online accounts



Possible flies in the ointment

• If your sign-ins are protected by biometric 
authentication

̶ and there is no alternate sign-on method

• The person you want to act on your behalf will almost 
certainly be prevented from signing in as you

• If you have implemented Passkey for authentication

̶ and there is no alternate sign-on method

• The person you want to act on your behalf may be 
prevented from signing in as you

̶ unless they have full access—signed in as you—to the device 
where Passkey has been implemented

̵ …and they have not used biometrics for their Passkey



Some companies allow access

• Give access to others in the event of your passing

• Google: Inactive Account Manager

̶ notify contacts, share selected data, and/or delete the account

̶ choose specific data types & different recipients for different 
data

̶ https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/3036546?hl=en 

• Microsoft: OneDrive Digital Legacy

̶ choose a contact who gets read-only access to your OneDrive if 
you die or can’t access the account

̶ https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/preserve-your-
digital-legacy-with-onedrive-245869c6-3505-4d75-a75f-
82bdec48ad7b



Some companies allow access

• Facebook: Legacy Contact / Memorialization

̶ choose someone to manage a memorialized Facebook account 
after death

̵ includes posting pinned message, responding to friend requests, 
and changing the profile photo

̵ option to delete the account after death

̵ https://www.facebook.com/help/1017717331640041/?helpref=hc
_fnav

• Apple: Digital Legacy / Legacy Contact

̶ name trusted contacts who can request access to some iCloud 
data after death, subject to verification (death certificate)

̶ https://support.apple.com/en-us/102631



Some companies allow access

• Instagram: Memorialization tool

̶ accounts can be memorialized after death

̶ request can be made to preserve the account

̶ https://www.facebook.com/help/instagram/1401073473505873/



YouTubeTech

Long-Term Data Storage
for Home Users

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulh9z-JluBs



• Backup vs. archival (long-term) storage

• Storage media – hard drives, solid state drives,
                                  flash drives, DVD, tape, cloud

• Media selection and data retention periods

• HDD lowest cost/GB

• Archival quality tape/drive expensive

• Archival quality optical disks (50 years)

• Refreshing archived data

̶ HDD, 3 years

̶ SSD, flash drive, 1 year

̶ DVD, prior to EOL (retain optical drive!)

̶ Cloud providers use data preservation practices

• Family storage audits (share files, e.g. photographs)



YouTubeTech

Trouble in the (Libre) Office?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPbkvL1ELe4



• In March, the BOD of The Document Foundation 
removed 30 developers from membership

• Included 7 of the top ten contributors to LibreOffice

• Individuals were employees of Collabora and long-
time contributors to OpenOffice & LibreOffice

• The company was developing a web-based office 
project (which LO had paused for several years and 
recently revived)

• Collabora had also announced work on a 
lightweight desktop project (LO competitor?)

• Developers banned from TDF but welcomed to 
contribute code!



YouTubeTech

Best Linux Office Suites

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwWlYdz-qhk



• Alternatives to Microsoft Office

̶ LibreOffice (Open-source)

̶ FreeOffice (Freeware)/SoftMaker Office (Pro)

̶ OnlyOffice (Open source/Pro)

̶ WPS Office (Freeware/Pro)

• Focus on fidelity with side-by-side comparisons of 
Word, Excel and PowerPoint

̶ spoiler alert: none are 100% compatible

• Christopher Barnatt’s selection

̶ Windows 10 ESU EOL

̶ Linux Distro

̶ SoftMaker Office



Computer
Basics Keyboard

shortcuts #8

• If you get up from the computer

̶ lock it so nobody else can access the computer as you

• Rather than mousing: Start > Power > Lock 



Share Security: PIN vs. password

• I did the research and that simple Windows
Hello PIN is indeed safer than a password

• July 2015

̶ Microsoft started allowing you to sign in to Windows using a 
PIN instead of a password as part of Windows Hello

̶ could opt to use password or biometrics

• How can a 4-digit PIN be better than a password‽

• Spoiler alert

̶ it has to do with Trusted Platform Module (TPM)

̵ much maligned feature of modern PCs

̵ now required for Windows 11
Elizabeth O'Driscoll 

https://www.makeuseof.com/simple-windows-hello-pin-is-safer-than-a-password/



Two-By-Two

• Brief reviews of two 
apps that perform the 
same task

• Compare and contrast 
their  main features

• Open discussion of 
other apps in the same 
category

• Your suggestions and
    shares wanted! 

  



Two-By-Two
Digital Image Viewers



What application 
do you use for 

viewing/processing 
digital images and 
what features does 

it offer?

After the reviews, it will be your turn!



Two-By-Two
IrfanView

https://www.irfanview.com/

Menus & Toolbar

Primarily an image viewer 
with minimalist interface

Specs on photo
• dimensions & bits per pixel
• photo x of y in current folder
• magnification on screen
• size on disk & in memory
• date & time of photo



Fit to screen

F—Fit view
• toggles between

• fit to screen
• 100% magnification 

100% magnification
• for the pixel-peepers

Or zoom to other values
• from 10% to 500%



T—thumbnail view
• browse by folder

Double-click photo to open



E—EXIF info
• camera settings

• including GPS



Many editing features

• straighten & crop

• adjust lighting & colour

• resize/resample

• draw lines, circles, arrows,
text, watermarks, etc.

Tons of effects…

Transformations…

Histograms…

Lots more
https://www.irfanview.com/



Two-By-Two
FastStone Image Viewer

https://www.faststone.org



Layout – File tree, thumbnails and preview
Thumbnails – Filename, dimensions

Customize in Settings





Multiple views

Single-click selects 
slide as preview

Double-click displays
slide in the window



“F” = View > Full screen (toggles full screen) 



Crop tool



Tools > Batch Rename Selected images



Some other features...

• Adjust lighting, colours

• Borders and frames

• Special effects 

    (e.g. sketch, oil painting)

• File tagging

• Slideshows

• Contact sheets



What application 
do you use for 

viewing/processing 
digital images and 
what features does 

it offer?



Share Airport wait times

• 2026-04-08 email issue of Cool Tools from the intelligence

• Info on airport delays

̶ crowd-sourced and official data

https://theintelligence.com/cool-tools/



Share Flighty airports

• Delays & disruptions at any airport around the world

…& arrivals
…& arrivals

…& most disrupted airlines

https://flighty.com/airports



Share Qsensor

• Live data on lots of airports worldwide

https://qsensor.co/

Additional data for a one-time fee



Share TSA Wait Times

https://www.tsawaittimes.com/



Computer
Basics

Disk Image Backup and 
Recovery – Part 3

• Full-disk backup image

• Disk image recovery

• Bootable rescue disk

• File/folder recovery

• Disk image testing  



















There’s another easier(?) way

EaseUS Todo Backup files (.pbd) can be 
opened directly in File Explorer











Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



https://booking.biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=ottawa+pc 

Windows 10 Reaches End of Life - Again!
Alan German
Online (Zoom), Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 2:00pm
 

The Ins and Outs of Electronic Mail
Chris Taylor
Centennial, Monday Apr 27, 2026 at 2:00pm

Organizing and showcasing your photos
Lynda Buske
Rosemount, Thursday Apr 30, 2026 at 6:00pm











Britannia Park 

Trolley/Picnic Station

June 10, 2026

Register by E-mail to: pizzaparty2026@opcug.ca
Details: https://opcug.ca/events/annual-pizza-night/



Ask The Geeks
 

Multiple Geeks
OPCUG

May 13, 2026
7:30 pm

May Meeting



Wanted – Your Questions!

• The geeks are ready to (try 
to) answer your questions!

• What is your question?

• Send your question ahead 
of the meeting to:

alan.german@opcug.ca

  * Alan promises not to look up the
    answer or share the question with
    the other geeks! 



Two-By-Two

• Do you have an 
application (or two) 
that you would like 
to share?

• Do you have a 
category of software 
that you would like 
to see featured?

• Let us know!  SuggestionBox@opcug.ca 



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Anti-Virus Software
	Slide 3: Defender is free and easy
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Digital Legacy
	Slide 6: Digital inheritance/legacy
	Slide 7: Digital inheritance/legacy
	Slide 8: Are you POA for someone?
	Slide 9: Possible flies in the ointment
	Slide 10: Some companies allow access
	Slide 11: Some companies allow access
	Slide 12: Some companies allow access
	Slide 13: Long-Term Data Storage for Home Users
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Trouble in the (Libre) Office?
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Best Linux Office Suites
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Keyboard shortcuts #8
	Slide 20: Security: PIN vs. password
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: What application do you use for viewing/processing digital images and what features does it offer?
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: Multiple views
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36: Some other features...
	Slide 37: What application do you use for viewing/processing digital images and what features does it offer?
	Slide 38: Airport wait times
	Slide 39: Flighty airports
	Slide 40: Qsensor
	Slide 41: TSA Wait Times
	Slide 42: Disk Image Backup and Recovery – Part 3
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51: There’s another easier(?) way
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63: Ask The Geeks    Multiple Geeks OPCUG  May 13, 2026 7:30 pm   
	Slide 64: Wanted – Your Questions!
	Slide 65
	Slide 66

