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Nothing Prepared !!

• Nobody sent us anything this week

• Chris and I were so ticked off we didn’t 
do anything either

• So, we hope you enjoyed tonight’s Q&A

• We’ll see you next time... 



But – then again – today is...



Smartphone backup/changeover

• I'll be changing to a new smartphone

• Is there a way to back up everything before I 
make the change?

• Samsung Smart Switch and other software 
will move things to the new phone but could 
this fail or not capture everything?

• I don't know how to proceed with the least 
chance of losing anything

Natalie



No email response

• Trying to reach a company via e-mail
̶ multiple attempts 

̶ no response

• Can’t be reached by phone

• Is issue:
̶ lack of customer service on their end?

̶ something on my Gmail end?

• Checked:
̶ spam & trash folders

̶ Filters & Blocked Addresses in Gmail settings

• Anything else that could be the cause on my end? 



Shell script

Can anyone recommend some sort of shell 
script that can be run on shared machines to 
automatically preserve your downloaded 
data and login details to a data key or cloud 
account.

Richard Bradford



Vibe coding might help

Give the question to ChatGPT:

ChatGPT



* Note that this response is tailored to the fact 
  that I am asking the question
        - solutions are bash scripts
        - they use rsync and rclone  































rsync -av --progress "$SOURCE_DIR/" "$DEST_DIR/"







Share Windows performance metrics

• When Windows bogs down

• One or more resources being depleted

̶ memory, CPU usage, disk activity, etc.

• Track down which processes are depleting resources

̶ key to fixing the issue

• Windows provides Task Manager



Share Task Manager

• press Ctrl-Shift-Esc
or

• right-click empty space on Taskbar
• choose Task Manager from pop-up

Sort by any column
• click header
• CPU no problem

Memory may be a problem
• using 80%

• ON1 Photo RAW using 8GB

Task Manager lets you see what 
processes are depleting resources



Share Resource usage visibility

• Bit of a pain

̶ you feel Windows is sluggish

̶ must load Task Manager to see if there’s resource depletion

• What if you could see resource usage at a glance?

̶ without loading Task Manager

• Last week https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20260325_PowerPoint.pdf

̶ AppControl: very nice resource monitor

̵ but not always visible—can’t see resource usage at a glance

̶ TrafficMonitor: can configure so always visible on Taskbar

TrafficMonitor



Share
Microsoft PowerToys
Command Palette Dock

• New option to dock PowerToys Command Palette

̶ top, bottom, left, or right of screen

• Performance monitor Command Palette extension

̶ enabled by default when docking Command Palette

Command Palette
• docked to top or bottom of screen

Command Palette
• docked to left or right of screen

Download Microsoft PowerToys from
• Microsoft Store
• GitHub

• https://github.com/microsoft/PowerToys/releases



Share Command Palette Dock
  Advantages

• Already installed if you use Microsoft PowerToys

• Can be docked at top, bottom, left, or right

• Many third-party extensions can be pinned to Dock

̶ currency conversion, unit conversion, create QR codes, 
weather, text translation, change case, switch power modes…

Besides giving me 
resource info

Added Currency Conversion extension
• type in numeric value & converts

• from CAD to USD, EUR, and GBP
• from USD , EUR, and GBP to CAD

I pinned other extensions
to Command Palette Dock



Share Command Palette Dock
  Disadvantages

• Uses quite a bit of real estate if you only use for resource 
monitoring

• Performance Monitor extension not configurable

̶ all or nothing

̶ monitors network traffic

̵ from a performance point-of-view is rarely of interest

I don’t really care 
about these



Share Windows Performance Tune-up

• Two-hour presentation

̶ periodically given at Ottawa Public Library

̶ cover resource monitoring and much more

• None currently scheduled

̶ not likely until at least September

• Check at

̶ https://opcug.ca/mec-category/opl-presentations/



GitHub

• Can you talk more about GitHub?

• I hear a lots of people reference it, but 
don't really know what this is



Git and GitHub

• Git is a version control system

• Used primarily for software development by teams 
of programmers

• Created by Linus Torvalds in April 2005

• Used extensively to manage the Linux source code

• Distributed system where each developer has a full 
copy of the repository

• Changes are “committed” and merged into the 
master stream

• GitHub is the online repository where the master 
copy is maintained and updated 



Local Version of Git

• Install git on a local computer

• The git init command establishes a hidden folder (.git) 
which serves as the local repository

• git add tags files for inclusion in a commit

• git commit –m {message text} stores a snapshot of the 
work to date with an explanatory comment

• git status, git diff, and git log are used to monitor 
progress and track changes

• git checkout is used to revert to a previous commit

• Branching and merging allow for parallel operations 
(e.g. experimental new feature)     



Distributed Version of Git

• Programmer uses git locally

• git config sets the identity (username and E-mail)

• git add/commit used for the local work stream

• git push transfers the locally-committed files to the 
main work stream in the remote repository

• The benevolent-dictator reviews the commits and 
merges acceptable versions into the main work 
stream

• git pull can be used by the local programmer to 
obtain a current copy of the online repository

• Multiple copies means there is no single point of 
failure



Other Usage

• Git isn’t only for software development

• Any project that uses multiple version of files 
can employ git

• Chris and I are writing a newsletter article on 
Linux distros

• I have written the introduction and will 
develop a section on Debian-based distros

• In parallel, Chris (a well-known Linux fan) 
will develop a section on Arch-based distros

• Finally, I will write a paragraph with some 
conclusions
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GitHub also serves as a software 
distribution point



YouTubeTech

Learn Git In 15 Minutes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USjZcfj8yxE



YouTubeTech

Git and GitHub Tutorial 
for Beginners

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRZGeaHPoaw



Computer
Basics Keyboard

shortcuts #7

• Select text from current cursor position to:

previous character next character

next wordprevious word

previous paragraph next paragraph

start of document end of document



Computer
Basics

Disk Image Backup and 
Recovery – Part 2

• Full-disk backup image

• Disk image recovery

• Bootable rescue disk

• File/folder recovery

• Disk image testing  



Restore







After several dialogue boxes, the program
tells you that you can’t overwrite Windows!



Did you ignore this suggestion?

We need to create a bootable
emergency (rescue) disk





















The disk is not empty!

Check its properties...







Boot the Emergency Disk

• The disk creation process was successful

• The emergency disk is not empty!

• It has 612 MB of files in hidden system folders

• Boot the computer from the USB flash drive
    (check the keystroke required for your computer)

• The computer will boot directly into EaseUS 
Todo Backup running under Windows PE

     

















Recovery Complete

When the process is finished:

• Messages will indicate
            Recovery completed
            Total used time  00:59:15

• Reboot the computer

• All the disk partitions will have been restored

• The operating system, installed applications,
     and data files will have been restored to the 
     point in time when the full disk image backup 
     was made

  

 



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



Share Your idea for a share goes here!



https://booking.biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=ottawa+pc 

The Ins and Outs of Electronic Mail
Chris Taylor

Main, Saturday Apr 4, 2026 at 11:00am 

AI - Fun and Useful Tips
Chris Taylor
Stittsville, Sunday Apr 12, 2026 at 1:00pm

Windows 10 Reaches End of Life - Again!
Alan German
Online (Zoom), Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 2:00pm



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83492096183?pwd=Q3phQnBxR1hIUE9ZWWsrQjlTSmQzUT09



Restoring Old Photos
 

Lynda Buske
Ottawa PC User’s Group

April 8, 2026

7:30 pm

April Meeting



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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