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Income Tax Software

• StudioTax – The certified version (allows 
autofill and netfile) are now be available

     https://www.studiotax.com/home.html

• I use genu on Windows 10 
(https://www.genutax.ca)



What did you do the last time 
upgrading your phone?

• My recent upgrade was done at the Bell store.  They 
moved just about everything from the old phone.

• I backup to Google, then tell the new phone to reload

• Each phone manufacturer may provide it's own 
proprietary transfer process. Always take a 

    backup first.

• Move any microSD you use before 
starting new phone

• I sold my old phone to goRECELL 
https://gorecell.ca/

• I can use my old phone as a tablet



Third-Party PST Readers

• Kernel Outlook PST Viewer
     https://www.nucleustechnologies.com/pst-viewer.html

• MailStore Home can read .pst files and is free
     https://www.mailstore.com/en/products/mailstore-home/



Can I share my Google Calendar?

• How can I share my Google calendar so that 
another authorized person can look at it and 
make additions to it?

Bob Walker



Its all in the settings

Hover mouse over your calendar
• click kebab menu that appears

Choose
• Settings and sharing



Its all in the settings

In Settings for my calendars
• click Shared with

Click
• Add people and groups

Enter Gmail address to 
share with

Set permission to grant
• and click Send button



Accessing a shared calendar

Recipient gets email
• click join shared calendar

Calendar opens
• pop-up appears
• click Add Shared Calendars listed under 

Other calendars
• can be toggled on/off



Revoking permissions

Hover mouse over your calendar
• click kebab menu that appears

Choose
• Settings and sharing



Revoking permissions

In Settings for my calendar
• click Shared with

person to revoke permissions
• click X



Last bits

• Share calendar with those without a Gmail account

̶ only through a public link

̶ limited view-only

Danger Will Robinson!



Last bits

• Accessing a shared calendar when you don’t have the 
invite email

Other calendars
• click +

Add other calendars

Click
• Subscribe to calendar

Enter Gmail address



Share Digital Pyramids

Source: Smartphone Nation, Kaitlyn Regehr

Education & learning

Creativity – art, photography, music, etc

Communication
 (eg friends, far away relatives)

Participation 
(eg gaming)

Passive



Source: The Next Tech Thing







Bootable USB’s and Diagnostics

• What tools will create a bootable USB drive?



USB Media Creators

Single installation

• Rufus (https://rufus.ie)

• balenaEtcher (https://etcher.balena.io)

Multiple installation

• Yumi (https://pendrivelinux.com/yumi-
multiboot-usb-creator/)

• Ventoy (https://www.ventoy.net/en/index.html)



Bootable USB’s and Diagnostics

• What tools can be installed to 
boot from a USB drive and do 
diagnostics in case of PC 
failure?

• Are there any such tools built in 
to Windows 10 or Windows 11?

• Survey - How to fix your computer 
when it stops working or you 
break it!



Diagnostic Tools

• Hiren’s Boot CD PE

    https://www.hirensbootcd.org

• Medicat USB

    https://medicatusb.com

• Ultimate Boot CD

    https://www.ultimatebootcd.com



Diagnostic Systems

• Data recovery (e.g. deleted files)

• Disk partitioning 

• Boot repair

• RAM testing

• HDD/SSD health checks

• Anti-virus scanners

     and more...

 



Windows 10 and 11 Diagnostics



Windows 10 and 11 Diagnostics



iPad Security

• My iPad is Version OS  17.7.10

• Apple has stopped updating this version 

• Is it safe to use Gmail on this iPad?

• Is it safe to use Facebook/
    Messenger on this iPad?



Computer
Basics Keyboard

shortcuts #4
• Today’s shortcut: access address bar in browser

̶ frequently need to get the cursor in address bar in browser

̵ to type in a new URL

̵ to copy URL to clipboard

• Rather than grabbing the mouse and clicking…

• Keep hands on the keyboard and press

• Bonus: also works in File Explorer



Share
De-Enshittify Windows 11: 
OneDrive

• Paul Thurrott article all about OneDrive Folder Backup

̶ The problems with Microsoft auto-enabling OneDrive Folder 
Backup

̶ Uninstall OneDrive

̶ Prevent OneDrive from enabling Folder Backup when you set 
up a PC

̶ Reverse the changes made by OneDrive Folder Backup

̶ Eliminate other OneDrive annoyances

• Note: part of the last item is behind a paywall

https://www.thurrott.com/windows/windows-
11/332529/de-enshittify-windows-11-onedrive



What are your favourite apps?



Share AnyBurn

• I use mainly for straight copying CD’s or ripping audio 
tracks to MP3 files (on my desktop or burned to a CD)

• I had a discounted 1-year promo for Nero that just ran 
out, so I went back to using AnyBurn

• I've been using it for over 10 years

• It has a pretty simple interface; it’s quick and easy to use

• There's a paid Pro version, but the free version has 
almost all the same features

• It can be downloaded and installed, or there is a 
portable version 

https://anyburn.comNatalie



Features listed on their site (detailed options 
to choose from when the program is opened):

• Burn Data CD, DVD, and Bluray discs

• Create Audio CD and MP3 CD from 
various musical files

• Rip Audio CD to musical files

• Create bootable usb drive from ISO files

• Manipulate disc images files for optical 
discs and USB drives

• Install Windows to USB drive *

• Convert musical files format *

* Pro version only



Share Linguist - Translation Extension

• Google translate is the goto translator for most 
folks but there are a few others out there

• One with a focus on privacy is Linguist

• Chromium browser extension

• Reviews are mostly positive but there are always 
glitches with translators

• This bit of code's main benefit is of course that it is 
NOT a Google product!

• Translate an entire page or highlight a word or 
phrase and click the popup button to translate just 
the bit needed

Stewart Bruce https://tinyurl.com/333ndn4h



Share Free up space on your mobile device

• Offloading  and Archiving are the terms used by Apple 
and Google to describe how each will allow a user to 
minimize an app’s footprint on a device's storage

• Each allows the user to activate a setting for the OS to 
automatically delete the bulk of a minimally used app 
while retaining the pertinent data and login credentials

• The problem is you have no input into which criteria 
are used when an app gets shelved

Stewart Bruce

https://www.popsci.com/diy/offload-unused-apps/



Share WhatsApp security bug

• Affects WhatsApp on Android

• Attackers can

̶ add you to group chats

̶ send you malicious files in group chats

https://www.malwarebytes.com/blog/news/2026/01/a-whatsapp-bug-lets-
malicious-media-files-spread-through-group-chats



Share Turn off auto-download media

• Open WhatsApp & tap 3-dot menu in top-right corner

• Tap Settings

• Tap Storage and data

̶ may be labeled Data and storage usage

• Under Media auto-download
̵ When using mobile data

̵ When connected on Wi-Fi

̵ When roaming

̶ for each, tap it

̶ uncheck all: Photos, Audio, Videos, Documents

̶ tap OK

• Confirm each category now shows No media under it



Share Other possibilities

See Malwarebytes article for details

• Stop WhatsApp from saving media to your Android gallery 
(where it may be visible to other apps)
̶ Settings, go to Chats

̶ turn off Media visibility

• Lock down who can add you to groups
(attack requires attacker to add you a new group)
̶ Settings, tap Privacy

̶ tap Groups

̶ change from Everyone to My contacts or My contacts 
except…exclude numbers you do not fully trust

• Set up two-step verification on your WhatsApp account

https://www.malwarebytes.com/blog/news/2026/01/a-whatsapp-bug-lets-
malicious-media-files-spread-through-group-chats



Share Color Helper

• Red-green color blindness (the most common form 
of color vision deficiency) affects approximately 
8% of males and less than 1% of females

• It is a sex-linked, inherited condition primarily 
affecting people of Northern European descent

• Roughly 300 million people worldwide are 
affected

• I happen to be one of the 8% with colour blindness 
so if you see me with purple socks or a manly, 
frosty-peach shirt it’s not because I’m aiming to be 
trendy

Jeff Dubois



The good old days?

As a kid my Laurentian coloured 
pencils came in a modest package 
and were duly labeled red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, violet with an 
additional brown and black.

At least with the labeled pencils 
when I was colouring my grade- 
school geography maps, the water 
was blue not purple, and the 
grasslands were green and not 
brown!



Share Color Helper

• I went on the hunt for a browser extension that 
would identify individual colours

• I wanted to hover my mouse over something and 
have a tooltip display the colour simply as red, 
green, blue... (not just hex codes!)

• A search on Google identified “Color Helper” 
    (note the US spelling) an extension for Chrome

• An example follows

• Does anyone else have a similar or better tool?   

https://tinyurl.com/5awf3wmf



To a colour blind person the post-it-note 
looks yellow but the pin is more of a 
guess… likely red or green



Color Helper extension installed in Vivaldi
 

 Select Viewport...



Hover the mouse over the “Amaranth red” pin!



Computer
Basics Adjust mouse speed

• Too fast?
̶ slight movements result in huge jumps of mouse cursor

̶ hard to precisely place mouse cursor

• Too slow?
̶ to move long distances

̵ move mouse, pick up the mouse, move it, put it down, move it again…

• Settings > Bluetooth & devices > Mouse > Mouse pointer speed

̶ drag slider left (to slow down) or right (to speed up)



Share When a scroll wheel dies

• Scroll wheel on Lenovo M300 mouse stopped working

• I use scroll wheel all the time

̶ navigate web pages, documents, file lists, dialogue boxes, etc.

• Decided in less than an hour

̶ needed a new mouse with a working scroll wheel…today!

• An important requirement in a mouse

̶ a button to adjust mouse pointer speed



Share Sometimes need high precision

• Snagit screen capture program allows
pixel-level precision in what gets captured
̶ see enlargement of area around mouse cursor

̶ use arrow keys to move the mouse pointer
one pixel at a time

• But I have to click the mouse to select area
̶ mouse can move slightly while clicking

̶ messes up exactly what gets captured

• Pain to use Settings > Bluetooth & devices > Mouse > Mouse 
pointer speed to decrease speed…and back

• Wouldn’t it be nice to
̶ quickly & easily switch sensitivity just during high-precision work?



Share Mouse speed

• Lenovo M300 DPI button

̶ DPI button (Mouse pointer speed)

̶ cycle through up to 3 speeds

• Lenovo Legion Accessory Control

̶ define up to 3 speeds

̶ Mouse DPI

̵ move mouse one inch 

̵ pointer moves x pixels on-screen



Share Time to shop

• Looked at lots of mice online

• Descriptions didn’t detail use of button on top
̶ does it always adjust mouse speed?

• Gaming mice seemed to always have button on top

• Some non-gaming mice have a button

• Maybe needed to speak with someone
̶ made a trip to local Best Buy

̶ very knowledgeable staff
̵ all mice with such a button have a program you can install to 

configure buttons, including the DPI button

̵ different mice may have different ranges of speed available

̵ many other differences in how configurable for all aspects

̵ Razer brand is high quality & highly configurable



Share
Razor Cobra 8500 DPI
Gaming Mouse 

• Max speed: 8500 DPI
̶ 4K monitor: 3,840 pixels wide
̶ less than ½ inch mouse movement to traverse screen!

• Min speed: 200 DPI
̶ have to move mouse 19 inches to traverse screen
̶ allows extremely precise positioning of mouse pointer
̶ mouse pointer won’t jump around when clicking & releasing while 

doing screen captures

• All buttons configurable
• Many colour lighting effects
• PTFE (polytetrafluoroethylene) glide pads on bottom

̶ low-friction plastic for very smooth movement

• $45



Share
Razor Cobra 8500 DPI
Gaming Mouse 

• All buttons configurable: most useful E & F

̶ keyboard functions

̵ including modifiers: Shift, Ctrl, Alt, Win

̶ mouse functions

̵ clicks, scroll left/right/up/down

̶ speed

̵ up/down, specific setting while holding

̶ macros

̵ multi-step mouse and keystroke functions

̶ launch

̵ program or website

̶ multimedia controls

̵ volume up/down/mute, play/pause, next/previous track, etc.



Share
Razor Cobra 8500 DPI
Gaming Mouse 

• Configured DPI button

̶ enabled 3 of 5 levels

̶ 200, 1800, & 3200 DPI

• Configured side buttons

̶ Button 5: Sensitivity Clutch

̵ sets speed to 200DPI while holding button

̵ flips back when button released

̶ Button 4: keys Shift+Ctrl+Esc

̵ runs Task Manager



Share Expensive?

• I have rarely paid $45 for a mouse

̶ but then I am a cheap SOB

• Mice start at under $5

̶ realistic starting point ~$15

• Razer Cobra

̶ feels good and solid

̶ Razer known for excellent sensors,
optical switches, build quality, etc.

̶ has the critical features I wanted

̶ very configurable: will help my
productivity & comfort

̶ worth every penny…to me



Share AI Prompts How-to

https://www.pcmag.com/explainers/prompt-engineering-101-
the-secret-formula-for-writing-ai-prompts-that-actually



https://opcug.ca/Articles/2603NEWS.pdf



Vibe Coding Competition

• The use of vibe coding will be on the honour 
system

• For those providing entries to the competition, 
there will be two prizes offered:

1. The most useful product

2. The best presentation of the
      development process * 

• Tentative Date: October 2026

* The project doesn’t have to be successful
   for this portion of the competition – stories
   of trials and tribulations, and even abysmal
   failure will be happily accepted  



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



Free Membership!

• Are you currently a member of OPCUG?

• If so, the Board of Directors will extend your 
membership by one year – at no charge!

• You will not receive a renewal notice

• Do not send us a membership payment

• Your membership will be extended automatically

• And, if you are not a member…



Two-for-one Membership!

• Join OPCUG now (or before March 31, 2023)

• Annual membership fee is only $20.00

• But, you will receive two-years of 

    membership for the price of one!

     https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/

2026



https://booking.biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=ottawa+pc 

Whoa, Backup! Effective Strategies for Keeping 
Your Computer Files Safe
Chris Taylor
Manotick, Thursday Feb 26, 2026 at 6:00pm
 

Fun with fonts - the art and science of typography
Chris Taylor
Blackburn Hamlet, Saturday Feb 28, 2026 at 2:00pm

Armchair Travel: Ireland/Scotland
Lynda Buske
St-Laurent, Monday Mar 2, 2026 at 6:00pm
 



Share Bonus Presentation 2

Armchair Travel: Beautiful British Columbia
with Lynda Buske, OPCUG

• Description:
̶ Enjoy photos and narration of British Columbian coastal, interior and island 

beauty including stunning gardens and birds. Some are from the 1920s!
̶ Learn a few photo tips from Lynda along the way!

• When:
̶ Tuesday, March 3, at 7pm EST & will last approximately one hour

• Where:
̶ hosted on Zoom at https://tinyurl.com/opcug-bonus02
̶ if the above easy-to-remember link doesn't work, you can use:

̵ https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86431194545?pwd=UFpQyxJprpbaY3gTopKS2Uy5a
pawsz.1

̵ or join by entering the meeting ID in the Zoom app
- meeting ID: 864 3119 4545
- passcode: opcug



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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