
Alan German & Chris Taylor
Ottawa PC Users’ Group

October 22, 2025 



OPCUG social
get-together

• Date: Wednesday, Nov 26th
̶ starting at 7:00pm

• Location: Big Rig in Gloucester Centre
̶ Blair & Ogilvie

̶ https://maps.app.goo.gl/8rdtztXyvbHVzVCt9

̶ driving: north on Blair off the 174 just east of the split
̵ plenty of free parking

̶ O-train: Blair station

• OPCUG making arrangements
̶ each participant on their own for paying

• If planning to attend
̶ email SuggestionBox@opcug.ca by Wednesday, November 12th 



Share Android Lockdown?

• Starting next year, Android will require all apps to be 
registered by verified developers  in order to be installed 
by users on certified Android devices

• Developers will have the same freedom to distribute 
their apps directly to users through sideloading

Conflicting statements?

No – but sideloading will only be available for apps 
that have been created by registered developers
 

https://android-developers.googleblog.com/2025/08/elevating-android-security.html



Requirements:

• Legal name, address, email address, and phone 
number

• Organization’s D-U-N-S (Dun & Bradstreet) number 
and verify the organization's website

• May also need to upload official government ID

• App package name and app signing keys

• $25 fee for the full distribution account 

• Free developer account type that will allow teachers, 
students, and hobbyists to distribute apps (limited) 

Android developer verification





• Requirements will go into effect in Brazil, in 
September 2026 for Indonesia, Singapore, and 
Thailand

• The requirements will be rolled out globally in 
2027 and beyond

• After September, 2026 apps from developers who 
have not registered will be unavailable for new 
installation on certified Android devices in 
applicable countries.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8NBKx-6DOc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kXQbpwwL2s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRvqdLsnsKY



Time for a Linux phone!



An Open Source Smartphone 

Supported by All Major Linux 

Phone Projects

https://pine64.org/devices/pinephone/



https://postmarketos.org



https://www.fsf.org/news/librephone-project



Share UniGetUI

• Package manager manager for Windows

̶ not a typo

• UniGetUI: a manager for package managers for 
Windows

• What is a package manager?

̶ software tool that automates:

̵ installing, upgrading, and removing software programs

̶ connects to software repositories

̶ manages bundled files containing programs as well as 
metadata like version, dependencies, etc.

https://www.marticliment.com/unigetui/
https://apps.microsoft.com/detail/xpfftq032ptphf



Share Repositories used by UniGetUI

• WinGet: Windows Package Manager

̶ Microsoft’s free & open-source command-line tool designed 
for Windows

̶ source for many Windows packages
(includes most Microsoft Store apps)

̶ over 9,000 packages available

• Chocolatey Repository

̶ well-known repository for Windows packages

• Scoop Repository

̶ repository for portable applications and command-line tools

• Pip, Npm, and .NET Tools

̶ package sources for Python, Node.js, & .NET utilities



Share Notified when updates 
available

Pop-up tells you when updates are available

Click to open UniGetUI



Share All (mostly) about updates!

Click to update
Installed programs with updates available
• expect large number when first installing UniGetUI

Software updates
Installed version

Version available



Share Update failures
Sometimes updates fail
• click for details has never helped me

Interactive update usually works



Share

Discover Packages

Install new programs

ACDSee Free can be installed from
• Microsoft Store
• WinGet
• ACDSee website

What are the differences for "ACDSee" installed from Winget, 
Microsoft Store and the ACDSee website?
• https://www.perplexity.ai/search/what-are-the-

differences-for-a-nQVNeSH9RUWr5DbE9kHvpw#0



Share Software already installed

Installed Packages shows source
• WinGet & Microsoft Store

(& other repositories)
• updated by UniGetUI

• Local PC
• not updated by UniGetUI

VLC media player—Local PC

VLC media player
• also available through Microsoft Store and WinGet

Uninstalled Local PC version
• using: Installed Packages
Used UniGetUI to install Microsoft Store version
• now kept up-to-date through UniGetUI or Microsoft Store



Share Settings

• Lots of options: you might want to change some

• Administrator rights and other dangerous settings > Ask for 
administrator privileges once for each batch of operations

• Package operation preferences > Try to kill the processes 
which refuse to close when requested to

• Package update preferences > Check for updates every:
̶ default is 10 minutes!

̶ maybe a day is more reasonable

• Package manager preferences
(enable/disable repositories)
̶ Alan found he was getting prompted to update hundreds of 

Python scripts he was not concerned about

̶ maybe just leave WinGet, Scoop, and Chocolatey



Share UniGetUI a panacea?

• Not really

• Likely have a lot of programs not updated by UniGetUI

̶ for those, whatever update checking/processes currently used

̵ Help > About > Check for updates in program

̵ Glarysoft Software Update

- https://www.glarysoft.com/downloads/?p=su-page

̵ Patch My PC

- https://patchmypc.com/home-updater

̵ Secteer VulnDetect

- https://vulndetect.com/#/

̵ vendors’ websites



Share UniGetUI a panacea?

• UniGetUI: an update manager, not vulnerability manager 

̶ only free vulnerability manager I know is Secteer VulnDetect

• Some software does a good job up keeping up-to-date

• Most repositories deal with free software

• Some commercial software also in repositories

̶ especially freemium software

̵ CCleaner, EaseUS Todo Backup, GlassWire, Malwarebytes…

• UniGetUI is an incomplete solution to keeping software 
up-to-date

̶ but it certainly can help

̶ more complete than most update managers for Windows

̶ little reason not to use it



Share Bird ID with Merlin

https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org



Merlin Bird ID by Cornell Lab 

• Available for Android and iPhone

• Field Guide

̶ Descriptions

̶ Photographs

̶ Range Maps

̶ Songs

• Expert ID (multiple questions)

• Photo-ID (image recognition)

• Sound ID (microphone listens for bird songs/calls)

• Life List 































Share Oh Behave!

• The Annual Cybersecurity Attitudes
and Behaviors Report 2025-2026

• 142 pages!

• Survey conducted May 2—27, 2025

• U.S., U.K., Germany, Australia,
India, Brazil, & Mexico

• 7,000 respondents

• Ages 18+ (average age 45)

https://www.staysafeonline.org/articles/oh-behave-the-
annual-cybersecurity-attitudes-and-behaviors-report-2025



Share Key Findings

• AI is still a concern
̶ 65% believe AI makes it easier for criminals impersonate others

̶ 58% report receiving no training on security or privacy risks

• Cybercrime is hitting wallets harder than ever
̶ 44% reported experiencing cybercrime with data or monetary loss

̶ 59% of Gen Z & 56% of Millennials reported losses from scams

• Security habits show ongoing weaknesses
̶ 62% creating unique passwords, a decline from 2024

̶ 41% never use a password manager

̶ 77% recognize multi-factor authentication—41% use it regularly

̶ 56% update software frequently

̶ only 47% consistently back up important data



Share Worried about hackers...

https://www.pcworld.com/article/2924220/hackers-viruses-
fraud-10-security-questions-every-user-needs-to-know.html





Share
Best Vacation and Travel 
Cybersecurity Tips

• Common-sense tips for travelling with tech
̶ before you go: prepare your tech

̶ while you travel: stay smart on the go

̶ welcome home: wrap up your trip safely

• Additional resources
̶ links to travel tips at Federal Communications Commission, 

Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency, Consumer 
Reports, AARP, State Department, & more

• Can download a toolkit with
̶ tip sheet, infographic, on-demand webinars, & more

https://www.staysafeonline.org/articles/vacation-and-travel-security-tips



YouTubeTech

The Minds Behind Windows:
Raymond Chen

• Dave’s Garage interview

• Raymond Chen

̶ has worked for Microsoft since early 90’s

̶ affectionately referred to as legendary developer within 
Windows development community

̶ respected for his efforts in bridging old and new generations 
of Windows software.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vJQv4rgHYE



YouTubeTech

Interesting tidbits

• Some of the general…as well as pretty geeky stories

̶ why no 64-bit Pinball ships with Windows

̶ why registry files are called hives

̶ think the time zone map in Windows is simple? Nope!

̶ why grouping Task Bar buttons is complicated

̶ early testing of USB devices using the USB cart of death!

̶ origin & evolution of PowerToys

̶ backward-compatibility is not easy

̶ why compressed files are no longer displayed in blue & 
encrypted files no longer in green

̶ how Microsoft circumvented security violations in IBM’s Boca 
Raton facility in order to continue to enjoy coffee

̶ what keeps Raymond coming back to work after over 35 years



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



Anything computer-related

OPCUG  IDEA GENERATOR



Anything computer-related

OPCUG  IDEA GENERATOR

Hardware/software question
Share on topic of interest
Details of a useful program
Interesting YouTube video/channel
Basic computer usage
Recommended Loonie Link
Smartphone/tablet app
Operating system tweak
Windows, Linux  or Android



One-on-One Remote Assistance

• The details of our One-on-
one remote assistance 
programme are posted at:

  

https://opcug.ca/one-on-one-
remote-assistance/

  

• If you need help on any 
computer-related issue, send 
a request for assistance to:

  

      1on1request@opcug.ca

*

* https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/



https://booking.biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=pc+users

Quick PC Tips: Enhancing Capabilities and 
Performance with Free Tool
Chris Taylor
Orléans, Thursday Oct 30, 2025 at 6:00pm

Restoring Old Photos
Lynda Buske
Cumberland, Saturday Nov 1, 2025 at 2:00pm

Artificial Intelligence (AI): fun and useful tips
Chris Taylor
Greenboro, Tuesday Nov 4, 2025 at 2:30pm

But...



Send your questions,

answers, and topics 

you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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