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Ripping DVD’s



• Encouraged to know the idea of converting my 
DVDs was reasonable and workable

• Suggestions of Handbrake and VLC were 
unsuccessful due to copy protection

    (But, I am a variation of a computer Luddite)

• Further research identified VideoProc Converter AI

• Free version worked like a charm

• Three paid options, selected one-year, $35.00

• Nothing worked; it wouldn’t convert anything!

• Manual indicated need for non-NVIDIA option

• Success! DVD’s scanned, converted (at a decent 
speed) and viewable

• Thanks to all!  



OneDrive’s worst annoyances

Q&A 2025-02-19

https://www.computerworld.com/article/3827205/onedrive-windows.html

• Chris Hoffman @ Computerworld

• 5 ways to fix OneDrive’s worst
annoyances on Windows
̶ enable local file storage

̶ turn off folder backup

̶ stop automatic image syncing

̶ disable Office defaults

̶ eliminate OneDrive entirely



Cell service during power outage

Chris Brown

I’m about to give up copperwire (landline)
• it works perfectly during a power outage
• slight quality superiority

I will have a Fongo Home Phone
• won’t work during power outage

Also want a phone that will work 
during a power outage
• think that means cell

Does anyone have an opinion about the reliability of 
various cell services during a power outage?
• leave comments in the chat
• we will summarize things towards the end of Q&A



Share sCANUCK.ca

• Canadian barcode scanner

• Scan UPC codes

• Quickly identify if products are 
made in Canada

• Support local businesses!

• Wil McReynolds

• CEO,  KP9 Interactive,
    Owen Sound

• App Developer



PowerToys FancyZones

OPCUG meeting 2025-02-12

In the Chat from Bob Herres
• Chris: what is your "fancy 

monitor divider"?

Didn’t realize at the time
• question related to my comment that I use FancyZones on a 

single 34" 4K monitor to keep things organized on desktop



Microsoft PowerToys

• Collection of free utilities designed to enhance Windows

• Started by Microsoft programmers

̶ distributed as open source with many more contributors

• Currently 27 utilities providing a broad array of 
capabilities

• Run Microsoft Store

̶ search for Microsoft PowerToys

• Must install all PowerToys

̶ can disable any you don’t need

• All activation keys customizable



FancyZones

• Window manager: organize programs on your screen

• Incredibly customizable version of
Windows 11’s Snap Layouts

• Works in Windows 10 & 11

̶ Snap Layouts only works in Windows 11



Snap Layouts

Drag a window to top-centre of screen
• layouts appear
• drop window to have it fill defined area

Non-customizable layout 
feature built into Windows 11

Or hover mouse over Maximize button of any window
• layouts appear
• click area you want
• window fills that area



Setting up FancyZones

Double-click PowerToys icon in system tray
• may be hidden under ^

Toggle on FancyZones

Launch layout editor



FancyZones Editor

Double-click Columns 
to try out FancyZones



Want Word to snap into a zone
• click (and hold) mouse button on title bar of Word

Basic operations

Hold down Shift key while dragging Word
• zones highlighted as you pass over them

Release mouse button
• Word snaps into zone

Release shift key



Create your own layouts

Press Win+` to load FancyZones Editor

Right-click a Template
• choose Create custom layout

Creates a new entry under Custom
• click the pencil to edit

Or Create new layout to create a blank layout



Rename layout

Easy switching between layouts
• Win+Ctrl+Alt+[number]

Adjust zones
• number, size, positionIf you want space between zones

• when selected use arrow keys for 
fine adjustments

Space for detecting multiple zones
• when selected use arrow keys for fine 

adjustments



Adjusting zones

Great tip:
• notice: background shows current windows on desktop
• set up windows how you like them, then use layout 

editor to match underlying windows



Two types of Zones

Canvas
• starts with one zone

• add as many zones as you want
• zones can be moved and resized
• zones in canvas model may overlap

Grid
• starts with a three-column grid
• create zones by splitting zones
• merge zones
• zones can’t overlap



Finer points using FancyZones

• When dragging a window to different zones

̶ as you pass over two adjacent zones, both zones highlighted

̵ drop window to have window snap to both zones

• Setting: Override Windows Snap

̶ allows use of Win+[arrow key] to snap windows to zones

• If multiple windows are snapped to same zone

̶ Win+PgUp/PgDn to cycle between windows

• Lots of options dealing with multiple monitors

̶ zones can span monitors, show zones on all monitors, & more

• Tons more configuration options
̶ https://learn.microsoft.com/en-gb/windows/powertoys/fancyzones



Google Fingerprinting?

• What is Google doing now?

• What is digital fingerprinting?

• Is that new?



Fingerprints not Cookies

• Google intends to phase out tracking cookies

• But, it is implementing digital fingerprints

• A digital fingerprint is a unique ID based on 
several parameters, e.g. OS, browser, IP address,

    plug-ins, time zone, language

• Websites will recognize you from your “user 
profile” (fingerprint)

• You can remove cookies but you can’t (yet) 
remove fingerprints



Countermeasures

• Switch from Chrome and look for a browser 
that resists fingerprinting (e.g. Firefox, Brave)

• Seek out anti-fingerprinting plug-ins

• Use a VPN to hide your IP address

• Disable Javascript to reduce data capture
     (temporarily using a plug-in)

https://www.malwarebytes.com/blog/news/2025/02/google-
now-allows-digital-fingerprinting-of-its-users





Share Solving problems using AI

• When asking AI for help

• Sometimes:

̶ it can be difficult to explain exactly what you need

̶ AI may ignore some of your instructions/requests

̶ it may be an iterative process

̵ solve a problem in successive chunks



Share An Excel problem

Want to normalize phone numbers
so I can sort or query by area code
• some have area codes
• assume 613 if no area code
• thousands of records

What I need
• any phone number without an area 

code, add 613- to the start



Share First attempt

Perplexity.AI’s answer
• To reformat the content of cell E2 in Excel so that it begins with "613-" followed by 

its current contents, you can use the following formula:
• =CONCATENATE("613-", E2)
• Explanation:
•      CONCATENATE Function: This function is used to join multiple strings into one.

     In this case, it combines the string "613-" with the existing content of cell E2.
•      "613-": This is the static string that you want to prepend to the content of E2.
•      E2: This refers to the cell whose content you want to append after "613-".

Ask Perplexity.AI
• Perplexity.AI probably won’t 

understand without an area code
• In Excel, if cell E2 has content that 

is 3 numbers, followed by "-" 
followed by 4 numbers, reformat to 
be "613-" followed by the current 
contents of cell E2



Share

Wrong
• sometimes E2 already has an area code. I don’t want to add an area code for those
• if there is no phone number, I want it left blank (more on this later)

replicate F2 down

=CONCATENATE("613-", E2)

Add condition
• Only do the concatenation if the current 

contents of E2 are 3 numbers followed by "-
" followed by 4 numbers

From initial query
• In Excel, if cell E2 has content that is 3 

numbers, followed by "-" followed by 4 
numbers, reformat to be "613-" followed 
by the current contents of cell E2



Share
Add condition

• Answer
• Certainly! To perform the concatenation only if the content of E2 matches the pattern of 3 

numbers, a hyphen, and then 4 numbers, you can use an IF statement combined with a 
ISNUMBER and MATCH function. Here's the formula:
• =IF(AND(LEN(E2)=8, ISNUMBER(--LEFT(E2,3)), ISNUMBER(--RIGHT(E2,4)), 

MID(E2,4,1)="-"), "613-" & E2, E2)
• Here's a breakdown of how this formula works:

 AND(LEN(E2)=8, ISNUMBER(--LEFT(E2,3)), ISNUMBER(--RIGHT(E2,4)),
 MID(E2,4,1)="-"): This checks if:
     The length of E2 is 8 characters
     The first 3 characters are numbers
     The last 4 characters are numbers
     The 4th character is a hyphen

• If all these conditions are true, it concatenates "613-" with the original content of E2.
• If any of these conditions are false, it just returns the original content of E2 without 

modification.

Add condition
• Only do the concatenation if the current contents of E2 

are 3 numbers followed by "-" followed by 4 numbers



Share

Better
• only phone numbers without area codes had “613-” added
• but cells with no phone numbers have “0”

=IF(AND(LEN(E2)=8, ISNUMBER(--LEFT(E2,3)), ISNUMBER(--RIGHT(E2,4)),
MID(E2,4,1)="-"), "613-" & E2, E2)

replicate F2 down



Share One more special case

• Answer
• To ensure that the formula also handles the case where cell E2 is blank, you can modify the 

formula to include a check for an empty cell. Here's the updated formula:
• =IF(E2="", "", IF(AND(LEN(E2)=8, ISNUMBER(--LEFT(E2,3)), ISNUMBER(--

RIGHT(E2,4)), MID(E2,4,1)="-"), "613-" & E2, E2))
• Explanation:

     IF(E2="", "", ...): This checks if E2 is blank. If it is, the formula returns a blank string ("").
     IF(..., "613-" & E2, E2): This part is executed only if E2 is not blank. It checks whether the 
content of E2 matches the specified pattern (3 numbers, hyphen, 4 numbers). If it does, it 
prepends "613-" to the content. Otherwise, it returns the original content of E2.

• This formula now handles all specified conditions: it reformats the content if it matches the 
pattern, leaves it unchanged if it doesn't match, and keeps it blank if E2 is initially blank.

Add condition
• if cell E2 is currently blank, leave it blank



Share

Perfect
• only phone numbers without area codes had “613-” added
• empty cells left blank

=IF(E2="", "", IF(AND(LEN(E2)=8, ISNUMBER(--LEFT(E2,3)),
ISNUMBER(--RIGHT(E2,4)), MID(E2,4,1)="-"), "613-" & E2, E2))

replicate F2 down



Share Final steps

• Column F (normalized 
phone numbers) had 
formulae
̶ wanted phone numbers as 

plain text

̶ selected all column F

̶ Copy (Ctrl-C)

̶ “Paste values” back over it

• Deleted column E
̶ original phone number

• Renamed new phone 
number column to Phone

Result
• exactly what I wanted
• accomplished in about 5 minutes
• would probably have taken me hours 

on my own!



Share Can a different AI do better?

• The new Wonderkind: DeepSeek R1

• Took headlines by storm a few weeks ago

̶ advanced open-source language model

̶ powerful reasoning model designed to excel at tasks requiring 
advanced problem-solving and logical inference

̶ more cost-effective than some competitors

̶ excels in coding, mathematics, and explaining complex 
scientific concepts

̶ can articulate its reasoning process, enhancing explainability

̶ matches or surpasses some of most advanced language models

https://build.nvidia.com/deepseek-ai/deepseek-r1



Share Asking DeepSeek R1

• Posed exact same problem:

In Excel, if cell E2 has content that is 3 
numbers, followed by "-" followed by 4 
numbers, reformat to be "613-" followed 
by the current contents of cell E2



Share Answer in 1,391 words

Each change in colour is a separate, expandable section of the 
response as DeepSeek R1 reasoned through the problem
…which took over 5 minutes!

Each change in colour is a separate, expandable section of the 
response as DeepSeek R1 reasoned through the problem
…which took over 5 minutes!

Each change in colour is a separate, expandable section of the 
response as DeepSeek R1 reasoned through the problem
…which took over 5 minutes!

Each change in colour is a separate, expandable section of the 
response as DeepSeek R1 reasoned through the problem
…which took over 5 minutes!



Share And the final answer?

• To reformat the content in cell E2 as specified, use the 
following formula:

=IF(AND(LEN(E2)=8, 
ISNUMBER(VALUE(LEFT(E2,3))), MID(E2,4,1)="-", 
ISNUMBER(VALUE(MID(E2,5,4)))), "613-"&E2, E2)

• But is it right?



Share

Still entered 0 when phone number is blank
• didn’t have patience to refine further

• it took over 5 minutes to generate this answer!

• it would have gotten a proper solution in 2 iterations rather than 3 with Perplexity.AI

=IF(AND(LEN(E2)=8, ISNUMBER(VALUE(LEFT(E2,3))), MID(E2,4,1)="-", 
ISNUMBER(VALUE(MID(E2,5,4)))), "613-"&E2, E2)

replicate F2 down



Share Final(?) Conclusions

• AI can come up with very reasonable-sounding 
solutions to complex problems

̶ …that are wrong

• You have to be sceptical and check that the results

̶ make sense

̶ are correct

• Will I continue to use AI tools?

̶ you betcha!



Share AI missteaks

Wanted graphic to illustrate slide
• Cell service during power outage

Could AI generate an appropriate graphic?

Chris Brown talked about moving from a landline to a cell phone

I thought about a graphic with two people:
• one using a cell phone and one using a landline



ChatGPT: Pencil sketch of a woman talking on a cell phone. 

She is facing a man who is talking on a landline

Here is the pencil sketch of a woman talking on a cell phone while 
facing a man who is talking on a landline. Let me know if you'd 
like any modifications!

Make the woman's 
phone a cell phone

The woman's phone in the sketch is already a cell 
phone. Let me know if you want any adjustments to its 
design or if you'd like a different style for the image!

make the woman's phone a mobile 
phone, not a handset for a landline

Here's the updated sketch with the woman using a 
mobile phone instead of a landline handset. Let me 
know if you'd like any further refinements!

Handset glued 
to his head‽‽‽



Pencil sketch of a woman talking on a cell phone. She 
is facing a man who is talking on a landline

Microsoft Copilot

Ideogram

Where is this handset plugged in ‽‽‽

Landline on the street‽‽‽

Two phones‽‽‽

Not a cell phone

Could other AI tools do better?



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



One-on-One Remote Assistance

• The details of our One-on-
one remote assistance 
programme are posted at:

  

https://opcug.ca/one-on-one-
remote-assistance/

  

• If you need help on any 
computer-related issue, send 
a request for assistance to:

  

      1on1request@opcug.ca

*

* https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/



Join your local computer club

Join OPCUG before March 31st

Pay the annual membership fee of $20.00

We will give you a second-year’s 
membership at no extra cost!
 

 

     
https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/

Shop Local

Buy Canadian!



Already an OPCUG Member?

Do not renew your 
membership !

Your membership 
expiry date will be 
extended by another
year at no cost



https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=pc+users

The Baltics with Lynda Buske
Rockcliffe Park, Thursday Feb 27, 2025 at 6:00pm

Quick PC Tips
Chris Taylor
Rosemount, Monday Mar 3, 2025 at 6:00pm

Armchair Travel: The Danube
Lynda Buske
Sunnyside, Tuesday Mar 4, 2025 at 6:00pm



• March 12, 2025 monthly meeting

• Useful apps for smartphones and tablets

• Android or iPhone/iPad

• Showcase your favourite app

• Send the name of the app to: 
SuggestionBox@opcug.ca

• First come – first served

• No duplicates!

 

SMARTPHONE ESSENTIALS
All the Best Apps for your Smartphone



Does anyone harbour even a hint of interest in 
presenting at our Smartphone Favourites meeting 
on March 12th?  Do you need any information or a 
little assistance?  Hang on, or linger a little 
longer at the end of the meeting—maybe an extra 
5 to 7 minutes—so we can discuss!



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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