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Computer
Basics Making Rescue Disks – Part 1

• Your computer is working just fine

• Now is the time to make rescue disks!

• Windows Recovery Drive

    (USB drive, 16 GB Windows 10, 32 GB Windows 11)

• EaseUS Todo Backup Emergency Disk *

    (1 GB+ USB drive)

• Foxclone and Rescuzilla run from live-USB’s and 
so don’t need rescue disks 

* Make the rescue disk for your disk-imaging program
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Share OUCH! Newsletter

• SANS Institute’s free monthly security awareness 
newsletter

• Explains cybersecurity topics

• Provides actionable steps

̶ protect individuals, families, & organizations

• Accessible language for non-technical readers

• Researched by team of security experts

• Short & sweet

̶ two pages max

• Read online or subscribe to mailing list

https://www.sans.org/newsletters/ouch/



Share

• A Digital Nightmare: Cyber Criminals Inside Your Home

• What Are Smart Home Devices?

• Why Is It So Important to Secure Smart Home Devices?

• Five Things You Can Do to Secure Your Smart Home 
Devices
̶ Change Those Default Passwords Immediately

̶ Enable Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA) 

̶ Give Your Smart Devices Their Own Wi-Fi Network

̶ Update, Update, Update

̶ Disable Unused Features

OUCH!
newsletter for
January 2025

https://www.sans.org/newsletters/ouch/



Computer
Basics Accidental shut-downs

• Last laptop: Lenovo Slim Pro 7

• Poor design…IMNSHO…placement of power switch

• Several times

̶ plugging in devices on left side ports
…bracing laptop from pushing against left side
   ...accidentally hit the power switch, turning off the laptop

Power button on side



Computer
Basics Fast forward

• Recently bought an ASUS ProArt PX13

̶ same poor design

̵ power button on side

• While configuring

̶ realized Windows can be configured to do different things 
when the power button is pushed

Control Panel > Power Options

When I press the power button
Set On battery & Plugged in
• to Do nothing or Sleep

Power button



Accounting 

with 

GnuCash
By Jocelyn Doire



Accounts Setup

When starting a new project, GnuCash offers 
many accounts hierarchy already defined for 
various scenarios, adaptable to your needs.



Accounts - Initial Amounts

At the begining of a fiscal period, you can 
enter all the pre-existing amounts using the 
equity account.
Similarly, you can use the equity account to 
close the books and to pay business partners.



Undo & Error Corrections
There is no “undo” in GnuCash!  In accounting you 
should not change old data, because if you do, all the 
reports that were published won’t match anymore 
the books, making transparency a problem and an 
audit a lot harder. 

Instead, create  a new transaction with the 
correction, documenting what was changed, 
and why.

Having said that, you can still change old 
records, but be careful of what it will do.



Splits

Many transactions involves multiples parts, for 
example when receiving money on PayPal you 
need to pay fees, it’s recorded using splits.

Note that the totals must balance, if not, you 
will get a new account called “imbalance-CAD”.



Scheduled Transactions

Recurrent transaction such as bank fee at end 
of the month can be entered automatically.



Foreign Currency

When dealing with customers all over the 
world, it’s often more convenient to display 
your prices in US$ on your web site and get 
paid in US$, but it’s best to keep all your 
accounting in CA$, except for the bank with 
the US$ funds.

Warning: GC stores dollars and cents 
on both sides, to avoid rounding errors, 
enter the amounts on the larger value 
side, for example CA$ if using US$.



Foreign Currency

Accounts can be set to any currency, and 
when entering a transaction, GC will ask you 
to enter the exchange rate or amount.



HST

What account should be used for HST?
1) Expense   2) Liability   3) Income

As a business you’re required to collect HST 
from customers in Canada and to send it to 
the government 4 times a year. Similarly, in 
reverse, HST that you pay will be refunded 4 
times a year. Business don’t pay nor earn HST.



HST

When you collect HST, you record it into a 
liability account. When you pay HST, you also 
record it into the same liability account, That 
account can be positive or negative, but will 
be zeroed out every 3 months.

This is a complex transaction, careful to enter the data in the correct column.

If the numbers are entered correctly, it will balance out.

Even though the payment was done in US$, it’s displayed in CA$.



Business - Bills & Invoices

What are the accounts you should use for an 
invoice you sent to a customer?
1) Income   2) Liability   3) Asset

As a business, the invoices you send to a 
customer or the bills you get, often don’t get 
paid immediately, you typically get a 30 days 
due date, and if not done in time, late fees.



Business - Bills & Invoices

Bills and invoices are almost identical.
First, create a new vendor/customer:
enter their name, address, phone, etc.



Business - Bills & Invoices

Once the bill or invoice is done, post & print it, 
it will be added to expense & liability payable 
or income & asset receivable



Business - Format Invoice/Bill

Many options are available to format invoices 
and bills, for example by adding a logo, what 
items are displayed, CSS & more.



Business - Bills & Invoices

Once posted, you can view your data many 
ways, and click on the links for more details



Business - Due & Payments

When opening a file, you’re reminded of what 
is due, and can process those payments.



New Year

At the end of the year, you can continue with 
the same file and change the accounting 
period, or start a new file with the same set 
of accounts.



Conclusion

I didn't know much about accounting when I started 
using GnuCash, but after studying the tutorials and 
using it for years, I now understand a lot better its 
principles, and got a much greater respect for all the 
accountants out there. Recording all those 
transactions takes real discipline and real work, but 
when it's done properly, you should get a much 
clearer picture of your finances, and have trust that 
they are accurate and complete.



Q & A
By Jocelyn Doire



My New 
Secret 

Weapon 
for

Easy Photo 
Editing



The Problem – 
Photo Editing Woes

Fancy photo software  
is too complicated

Simple edits 
shouldn't be hard

We need an easier 
way



my “Old Online Tool” was

Quick Fixes



Quick Fix for Backgrounds  

Thank you 
Chris



https://www.pcworld.com/article/2576624/microsoft-paint-adds-ai-
feature-that-erases-unwanted-objects-in-images.html

“Microsoft Paint adds AI 
feature that erases 
unwanted objects in 
images!”

Jan 14, 2025



“Microsoft added AI to software 
it has barely touched since 
1985. The results are 
astonishing”
“MS Paint? It’s one of the simplest 
applications Microsoft produces and 
has changed little since it was 
introduced in 1985. It’s as rudimentary 
as it gets…”



Windows 11 
Users 

  

You should 
already have 

the AI 
Generative 

Eraser Update
 

(for Microsoft 
Paint)

“Windows 10 Users should be 
able to get the Generative AI 
Erase feature in the Microsoft 
Photos app…”

Update the Microsoft Photos 
app to version 
2024.11020.21001.0 or higher

Check for updates in the 
Microsoft Store for the Photos 
app



My Mouse Problem… 

• I’m feeding it 
cheese daily

• I’m running out 
of cheese

• I need a solution



I knew you 
wouldn’t believe 
me, so I took this 
photograph.

I'll be using the 
AI Powered 
Generative Eraser 
in Microsoft Paint 
to Remove this Mouse



How to Use 
Generative Erase 
in MS Paint

• Open Microsoft Paint

• Select Generative 
Erase

• Click on the 
unwanted object

• Watch it Disappear!



Yes, it Really is this Easy!



Before After

All you to do is Point
It will 

Disappear! 





Why 
You’ll   

Love This 
Tool

No Learning Curve

Microsoft Paint
now includes

Generative AI Erase 

Free with 
Windows



Share Safely ejecting a USB drive

Click on the icon to:
Safely Remove Hardware and Eject Media



Select the USB drive to be ejected



Notification indicates safe to remove



Regular user’s account



No notification !



Check notification settings

Restart Windows Explorer

Enable related services

Update or roll back USB drivers

Check Group Policy settings





https://www.uwe-sieber.de/drivetools_e.html











Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



One-on-One Remote Assistance

• The details of our One-on-
one remote assistance 
programme are posted at:

  

https://opcug.ca/one-on-one-
remote-assistance/

  

• If you need help on any 
computer-related issue, send 
a request for assistance to:

  

      1on1request@opcug.ca

*

* https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/



Our membership offer isn’t that hard

Buy a one-year membership ($20) and

get an additional year absolutely free!
                                                     (But, only until March 31st)

2 for 1



Already an OPCUG Member?

Do not renew your 
membership !

Your membership 
expiry date will be 
extended by another
year at no cost



https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=pc+users

Quick PC Tips: Enhancing capabilities and 
performance with free tools
Chris Taylor
Centennial, Thursday Jan 23, 2025 at 2:00pm

Whoa, backup!
Chris Taylor
Manotick, Tuesday Jan 28, 2025 at 6:00pm

Keeping passwords safe with Chris Taylor
Rockcliffe Park, Thursday Jan 30, 2025 at 5:30pm



February Meeting

Chris Taylor

How to Buy a PC 
 

Chris Taylor (OPCUG)

February 12, 2025
7:30 pm



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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