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No built-in way to automate
updating archive

Can vibe coding help me?
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Sounds like what | need

e but need to automate
running all four shortcuts
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Windows PowerShell




Using PowerShell, run the shortcuts in c:\users\ctaylor\scripts
named fs180@ncf.ca.Ink, ctaylor.ca@aol.com.Ink, Moved all 4 shortcuts from desktop to

christopher.john.taylor@gmail.com.Ink, and c:\users\ctaylor\scripts
chris.taylor@opcug.ca.lnk every day at 2:00 AM. |

To run these shortcuts automatically every day at 2:00 AM, the best approach is to create a G emini says W h at I t WI I I d O
small helper PowerShell script that opens them, and then schedule that script using the o create PowerShe” script to run Shortcuts
Windows Task Scheduler via PowerShell. . 0
* schedule the script using
Follow these steps to set this up: WindOWS TaSk Scheduler

ortcuts.psl inside your scripts folder (
with the following contents:

Click to copy script to clipbozﬁ

PowerShell @ LD

"c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\fs186@ncf.ca.lnk",
"c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\ctaylor.ca@aol.com.lnk",
"c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\christopher. john.taylor@gmai\.com.lnk",
"c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\chris.taylor@opcug.ca.lnk"

Save contents of clipboard as text file
G T * c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\RunShortcuts.ps1

-Seconds 2 I

s Chemnair ra founat s hoTchic: Important to use names Gemini suggests

* |ater parts may assume that!
|




Step 2: Register the Scheduled Task

Open PowerShell as Administrator and run the following commands to create the automated
task that triggers the script every day at 2:00 AM:
Sweet!

» other vibe-coding with a scheduled task
PowerShell told me steps required to manually
create a scheduled task

StaqskNal-ne = “Ru1.1Er-na-il;Hc;rtcutsDaily" Gem|n| gave me a PowerShe” script to
$scriptPath = "c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\RunShortcuts.psl"
create the task

$action = New-ScheduledTaskAction -Execute "PowerShell.exe" -Argument "-NoProfile -E

B Y Administrator: Windows PowerShell

_ Windows PowerShell
) __;Copyr"ight (C) Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

PS C:\WINDOWS\system32>
>> $taskName = "RunE

>> $sc

>>

>

>> $action = New-ScheduledTaskAction

>>

>>

>> $trigger New-ScheduledTaskTrigger

>>

>>

> $setting New-ScheduledTaskSettingsSet -

>> R " Error #1

>>

% Daaictarn-SehadiiladTacl

PS C:\WINDOWS\system32> _




f when doing step 2, error: Register-ScheduledTask : A .
parameter cannot be found that matches parameter name Pasted INn error m essage
‘Action$action’.

At line:15 char:44
+ Register-ScheduledTask -TaskName $taskName -
Action$action -Trigger $t ...
S e

+ Categorylnfo : InvalidArgument: (:) [Register-
ScheduledTask], ParameterBindingException

+ FullyQualifiedErrorid :

\NamedParameterNotFound,Register-ScheduledTask y

Ah, that error happened because there is 1 missing space between -Action and $action .

Here is the corrected block of code for Step 2. Just copy and paste this into your PowerShell

window: Tried suggested replacement
script and got same error

PowerShell

Error #2

1 -Execute "PowerShell.exe" -Argument "-NoProfi Noticed the replacement
script has the same

missing space between -Action and $action

-AllowStartIfOnBatteries -ZontStopIfGce m i sta ke !

Could manually edit the script
 but let’s not let Gemini off the hook




be found that matches parameter name 'Action$action’.
At line:15 char:44
+ Register-ScheduledTask -TaskName $taskName - v

What P P P

| still get error: Register-ScheduledTask : A parameter cannot Pasted in error message

This error happens when text gets slightly joined together during a copy-and-paste action.

Run this single-line command instead.lwhich avoids spacing issues by nesting the commands

directly: Go with the flow

PowerShell

sk -TaskName "RunEmailShortcutsDaily" -Action (New-ScheduledTask

No error message

2% Administrator: Windows PowerShell — O

PS C:\WINDOWS\system32> Register-ScheduledTask : 1e "R " -Action (New-ScheduledTaskAction -I
(New-ScheduledTaskTrigger -D: (New-ScheduledTaskSettingsSet
topIfGe . ~ies akeTof Limited

TaskPath TaskName

RunEmailShortcutsDaily

PS C:\WINDOWS\system32> _



Verification

To verify that the task was successfully registered, run:

PowerShell

k -TaskName "RunEmailShortcutsDaily"

If successful, it will return the task details with a State of Ready.

Success: scheduled task has been created
/¥ Administrator: Windows PowerShell
PS C:\WINDOWS\system32> Get-ScheduledTask
TaskPath TaskName

RunEmailShortcutsDaily

PS C:\WINDOWS\system32> _




Managing or Testing Your Task

ErroF#3

 awindow flashed & disappeared
email not archived in MailStore

o  Test Immediately: You can test the setup right now without waiting for 2:00 AM by running:

PowerShell

-TaskName "

when | run the PowerShell command from the "Test
immmediately” section above, a new window flashes and
goes away immediately, rather than running the programs in
the shortcuts

Shouldn’t Gemini have known this?

When you use Start-ScheduledTask , it runs the task in the background using the SYSTEM
account or a hidden non-interactive session. Because of this, any graphical apps or browser
windows launched by shortcuts (like email links) won't show up on your desktop screen—they

are opening in an invisible session.
* M} Q To fix this and make the shortcuts open properly on your actual desktop, update your script to
a7 )

if ) launch them using the interactive desktop session.
/ Just fix the problem

Update the RunShortcuts.ps1 Script

Open your c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\RunShortcuts.ps1 file and replace its contents

l ! with the following code, which targets your interactive desktop session:

PowerShell @ LD

$shortcuts = @(
"c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\fs186@ncf.ca.lnk",
"c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\ctaylor.ca@aol.com.lnk",
"c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\christopher.john.taylor@gmail.com.lnk",
"c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\chris.taylor@opcug.ca.lnk"

)

foreach ($shortcut in$shortcuts) §

: . (ast-path §
U pdated the scrl pt and used i (;e;:epzzEloizz]ﬁzztio{force open the shortcut in the active desktop useq]

Start-Process "explorer.exe" —ArgumentList "\"$shortcut*""

a bove to Test /mmedia te/J/ Start-Sleep -Seconds 3

% else §
Write-Warning "Shortcut not found: $shortcut™

¥

L

Verification: Save the fileand run & “c:\users\ctaylor\scripts\RunShortcuts.psl”
directly in PowerShell to confirm the windows now open up on your screen.




I—t worke?
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MailStore Home Portable

Quick Access

Archive E-mail

Search E-mail

Export E-mail

Backup to HDD or USB

Password Protection

Administrative Tools
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MailStore Home
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MailStore Home is free for non-commercial usage.

Helpful Links
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MailStore Home Help
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MailStore Business Products

Featured Products & Content
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* and updated archive for all four email accounts

Are you an IT professional?
Try MailStore Server for SMBs

«  chris.taylor@opcug.ca
26.3.0.24111 (Build Date 2

RM MailStore’

N by opentext

« chri

10,588 messages / 786 ME
Z:\MailStore Home

—_— 2577

o/ fs180@ncf.ca

The process completed successfully. Details...
2,978 items processed.
john. il.com
The process completed successfully. Details...
3,846 items processed.
«/ ctaylor.ca@aol.com
The process completed successfully. Details...
14 items processed.
The process completed successfully. Details...

175 items processed.

|
Test % MailStore
S—




Might be nice to get a
permanent record

PowerShell

LOT\SCIT1PTS\LOE.Tx

-Format "yy

ore archi

-Value

Modify the script so that every time it runs it adds to a file
called log.txt in the scripts folder a line:
MailStore archived:

followed by the date and time. Always add the latest line to
the top of the file.

To update your script to log every run with the date and time added to the top of log.txt ,run
the following command in PowerShell. This will overwrite RunShortcuts.psl with the updated
logic:

Error #4

» updated script failed completely!

« futzed around a bunch telling
Gemini about error details

® 0

-Encoding UTF8

i log.txt °

File Edit View Hi %~ =

-Encoding UTF8 MailStore archived: 2026-10-14 02:00:
MailStore archived: 2026-10-13 15:39:
MailStore archived: 2026-10-13 15:08:
MailStore archived: 2026-10-13 15:08:

Log file

Ln 8, Col 1 163 characters Plain text % Windows (CRLF) UTF-8 with BOM




Scheduling works
* MailStore Home updates archive of all four
email accounts every day at 2:00 AM

~ C:\Users\CTaylor\Scripts X o
£~ = ’P C J > ThisPC > Windows(C) > Users > CTlaylor > Scripts Search Scripts Q
@ New X 18] )] = T N Sort v = View ~ ees () Details

Name Date modified Type

&3 RunShorteuts.ps1 G Windows PowerShell ...

Biswonss | & | G | B | o f | Interactive updating

ﬂ ctaylor.ca@acl.con Cut Copy Rename Share Delete Shorteut

O cristoberjont « can force an update at any time

Y chris.taylor@opcuc Open Enter Shortcut

o Openvith * right-click script
eI ot * choose Run with PowerShell

Share with

5 Run with PowerShell [N

g log.txt .

File Edit View i 52 = 7] S & -

MailStore archived: 2026-10-14 02:00:
MailStore archived: 2026-10-13 15:39:

. MailStore archived: 2026-10-13 15:08:
Log file keeps record of MailStore archived: 2026-10-13 15:08:

when updating occurred

Ln 8, Col 1 163 characters Plain text 100% Windows (CRLF) UTF-8 with BOM







