
Everything I know about Genealogy and 
Software but You’re Afraid to Ask me.

"All opinions expressed by me are mine and may not agree with my employer or any person, company, 
or thing, living or dead, on or near this or any other planet, moon, asteroid, or other spatial object, 
natural or manufactured."



Genealogy before computers

• People used bibles

• Drew trees

• Wrote notes/Manuscripts

• Some used Ancestors Tablets

• Some word of  mouth



An ancestor table (from German 
language ahnentafel) is a family tree where people 
are shown in a numbered list instead of a tree.
In the table, a person is listed as number 1, 
the father is 2, the mother is 3. Then, 
the grandparents can be added:
•the father's father is 4
•the father's mother is 5
•the mother's father is 6
•and the mother's mother is 7.
This can continue even farther, including the great-
grandparents:
•the father's father's father is 8
•the father's father's mother is 9
•the father's mother's father is 10
•and so on.



In 1885 William Henry Whitmore created the book 
format called Ancestral Tablet.  

It is a collection of  Diagrams for Pedigrees so arranged 
that 8 generations of  the Ancestors of  any person may 
be recorded in a connected and simple form.

It allows up to 8 generations of  which will contain  255 
people in total.

Generation 1 is You and generation 8 is your 5th Great 
Grand Parents





After turning the pages to my dad’s mom.

My father’s side will be odd numbered and my 
mother’s side will be even numbered.

The opposite pages are blank, be it odd or even.  
You can write notes on these pages and on the 
margins.  You could also include photos.

My book dimensions are 10’’ by 14” and the square 
boxes are 2 cm x 4 cm.  The boxes are just large 
enough to hold the full name, birth, death and 
marriage dates.





Where to find information

• Sometimes in bibles
• Family tree drawings
• Notes/Manuscripts
• Some from Ancestors Tablets
• Word of  mouth – Family members
• Churches and Cemeteries, Cities and Towns, Townships, Provincial/State, National 

Archives







Sample of  a (My) Family Tree

From the Perkins Bull collection in Brampton





Who is William Perkins Bull

William Perkins Bull was a Peel-raised self-made industrialist, philanthropist, and historian who in the 1930s sent 
teams of  researchers throughout Peel to gather facts about the history of  the area and its people. His collections 
are the single greatest source of  knowledge about Peel’s history.

Bull’s researchers collected information on early families of  Peel by searching newspapers and archives and 
conducting surveys and questionnaires. They grouped their notes under family surnames.

There’s a lot of  information, however, you have to keep in mind that the information in these files is 
a) second-hand and so inaccuracies may have crept in; (my family tree has missing members 2nd generation)
b) in the form of  rough notes and not polished family histories; and 
c) not necessarily related to your ancestors of  the same name. 

Region of  Peel Archives, 9 Wellington St E, Brampton, ON L6X 2J8





In the 70’s kits were created for people to help 
those who were interested in Genealogy





Books as 
well
were 
published.



Genealogy in the Computer Age

• In the 70’s microcomputers for home use were being manufactured.

• Computer magazines started to be publish.

• Simple Genealogy programs were being created for shareware.  Some were 
also free.

• In 1979, two magazines, Personal Computing and BYTE, are the first known 
magazines to publish copies of  a genealogy program.



Tracing Your Family Tree
Roots and Branches

WRITTEN BY JOHN J. ARMSTRONG

COMPUTER SYSTEM: TRS-80  32/48 K 
RAM  DISK  PRINTER



Tracing Your Own 
Roots

WRITTEN BY STAN W. MERRILL

This genealogy program was
written on a DECsystem 2050 at
the University of  Chicago, using
DEC's BASIC Plus 2.



By the mid 80’s there were many different shareware, freeware and Software companies creating genealogy 
programs.  By 2022 many are still around and some that have fallen, the products that is.

As of  September 13, 2022,  Corel 
has changed it’s name to Alludo



All programs by the mid 80’s were saving their information in different formats that made them incompatible with 
each other when family members were sharing.  They either had to have the same program or had to re-enter the 
data.   Some could import other programs but not all and not all would import the same ones.  So what to do?   
Well the answer was the introduction of  GEDCOM.



What is GEDCOM
GEDCOM is an acronym for GEnealogical Data COMmunication

It’s a standard method used to format your family tree data into a text file. The file is written in a code and a 
genealogy software program is used to read and convert the coded text file. This text file is used as a way of  
transferring family tree data from one genealogical website or software to another. It is possible to open a 
GEDCOM file in a word processor program. However, these files contain large blocks of  text and can be 
difficult to read and understand.

The GEDCOM file format was created by The Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-day Saints (LDS) (aka the 
Mormon church). The original GEDCOM file specification was released in 1984 with the latest version, 
GEDCOM 7.0 released in 2021.  Most current genealogy programs have the standard of  5.5.1.   Between 1999 
and 2019, there were no updates. It was as if  LDS was busy with other projects.  Many software builders would 
add some of  their own features to the standard which was allowed by the standard itself.  This lead to some data 
not be recognized by others leading to data loss between transfers.  In 2019 a group of  people decided to update 
5.5.1 to fix some problems with the standards, such as labeling 5.5.1 as the standard and not a draft.  LDS had 
resumed ownership of  the standards and is working with a committee to update the standards, starting with 
version 7.



0HH 
1HI 1
1HF 0
1HR FHSV1
1HN Timothy Hillock
1HA 1313 Mocking Lane
1CT Nepean, Ontario
1CT A1A 1A1
1HP 555-555-5555
1HC Gedcom version 1
1HS FHS 97
1HD FHS OLD
0@1@II 
1AF 1
1NM hillock, robert
1SX M
1BD 17990231
1BP York, Ontario
0ND 

Philip Brown, who created the “Family History System” program 
in 1984, added GEDCOM version 1 to his program in 1988.  His 
program is the only known one to read and write this version.   
LDS had released their first program in 1984 without GEDCOM.
Their program was called Personal Ancestral File (PAF).

LDS in 1986 released PAF 2.0 with GEDCOM 2.0.  A problem 
with PAF was that a lot of  times it didn’t follow it’s own standard 
for years.



0 HEAD 
1 SOUR FHS 97
1 DEST CUSTOM
1 DATE 20 Aug 2020
1 FILE TRANSFE7.GED
1 _IIC 1
1 _FIC 0
1 _RUL FHSV2
1 NAME Timothy Hillock
1 ADDR 1313 Mocking Bird Lane
2 CONT Nepean, Ontario
2 CONT A1A 1A1
1 PHON 555-555-5555
1 NOTE Gedcom vers style PAF 2.0
0 @I1@INDI 
1 REFN 1
1 NAME robert/hillock/
1 SEX M
1 BIRT 
2 DATE 31 Feb 1799
2 PLAC York, Ontario
0 TRLR 

GEDCOM version 2 and up look similar to this example.

1 NAME James /Coulter/
1 SEX M
1 FAMS @F0003@
0 @I0006@ INDI
1 NAME Millian /Hare/
1 SEX F
1 FAMS @F0003@
0 @F0001@ FAM
1 HUSB @I0001@
1 WIFE @I0002@
0 @F0002@ FAM
1 HUSB @I0003@
1 WIFE @I0004@
1 CHIL @I0001@
0 @F0003@ FAM
1 HUSB @I0005@
1 WIFE @I0006@
1 CHIL @I0004@
0 TRLR



I currently use the programs: Family Tree Maker, RootsMagic and Heredis.

FTM – allows you to sync your tree from a computer to your tree online thru Ancestry.com.(pay site). The 
web site will time to time find what could be possible hints to family members.   You can also search using 
Ancestry and LDS’s Family Search web site from within the program.

RootsMagic – allows you to create cd’s of  your family tree to give out to family members.  They will be able 
to review but not be able to make changes.  At one time it had an app that would only allow you to view your 
tree on a phone or a tablet. 

Heredis – has a app for the phone and tablet.  You can make some changes of  your tree on these devices.  
After making changes, you just transfer the data from the device back to your computer.











Now what to do with your family tree

- Publish in Book format or in binders.
- Donate to your local historical society (if  possible).





Ledger size binder 11 x 17 on the right

Legal size binder 8 x 14 below



Some links for GEDCOM standards

• https://www.gedcom.org/gedcom.html

• https://gedcom.io/specs/

• https://www.familysearch.org/developers/docs/gedcom/

• https://www.tamurajones.net/FamilySearchGEDCOMSpecifications.xhtml

• https://chronoplexsoftware.com/gedcomvalidator/gedcom/index.htm



Some links for free forms

• https://Misbach.org

• https://FamilyTreeMagazine.com/free-family-tree-templates/

• https://www.Ancestry.com/cs/charts-and-forms

• https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/family-history-form

• https://family-tree-advice.blogspot.com/p/forms.htmls


