
Foobar2000
audio manager

“Lightroom for audio”
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Foobar2000 attributes

 Plays almost anything
 Rip CDs, DVDs, 7z, ZIP, RAR
 Manipulates audio files
 Simple file tagging
 Very configurable
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Easy, fast, powerful search/filter
 Sort/view files by 

any tag or 
attribute or 
calculated field

 Logical & 
arithmetic 
combinations
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Plays almost any file with audio

 WAV, MP3, MP4, AAC, CD Audio, WMA, Vorbis, 
Opus, FLAC, WavPack, AIFF, Musepack, Speex, 
AU, SND... and more with plugins …
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Rip CDs, DVDs, 7z, ZIP
 Copy album art, playlists too
 Lossy or lossless
 Easy sound manipulation, e.g.

– Skip silence
– Tempo switch 

 eg 30% faster for audiobooks

– Equalization 
– Level adjust 
– Change channel count to mono/stereo
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Replay-gain

 Calculate, set, 
use

 Can normalize 
tracks’ 
loudness
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Ripping
audiobooks

 Play faster (I use 
30% tempo 
speedup)

 Skip silence
 Reduce 

bandwidth to 
8khz
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Lame MP3 encoder parameters
 Audiobooks – my settings

– -V 9 --resample 8 –highpass 120  -q 0 --priority 1 -S  -
%d

 Music – my settings
– -V 3 -q 0 --priority 1 -S - %d

 V(ariable compression) 0-9, 9 most compressed, about 
16kbps per channel

 Resample – kHz sampling rate, 8 to 48 khz
 Highpass – pass sound above this Hz

- 120 reduces bass
 Q(uality) – 0-9 – 0 is best, takes most CPU
 Priority  - 1 to 4 - 1 is idle, 3 is normal, 4 is elevated
 S(ilent) – no messages
 %d – placeholder for file name
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MP3 utilities

2022 Sep 14 9 – Tom Trottier



Edit & add tags to audio files
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Configurable
 Easy creation of playlists
 Show track or album art
 18-band Equalizer – can save 

named settings
 Various displays: 

– VU meter, Spectrum

 Custom columns 
– calculated, concatenated
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Many
plugins
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AND (I have not used)

 Internet radio
 Youtube videos
 …
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Live Example
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Links

 Website
– https://www.foobar2000.org/ 

 Also in Microsoft Store (auto updates)
 Components(plug-ins)

– www.foobar2000.org/components 

 Lame mp3 encoder
– https://www.filehorse.com/download-lame-mp3-encoder-64/download/
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