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MERRY CHRISTMAS!

File Comparisons with Double Commander

make a comparison of the current files in my downloads

folder and those archived on a USB flash drive. Recently,
after moving up to a 64 GB flash drive, WMatch was no longer
able to display the contents of this drive. I tried the open-source
utility Meld (https://opcug.ca/Reviews/MeldingFiles.pdf) but
found the user interface to somewhat awkward. Chris Taylor sug-
gested using Total Commander (https://www.ghisler.com) which
works really well, but the use of this software is limited to 30 days
before requiring purchase. Since I only use this particular file com-
parison feature infrequently, a completely free version was prefera-
ble. Enter Double Commander, which is essentially an open-source
clone of Total Commander!

F or many years I used PC Magazine’s WMatch utility to

Double Commander loads with a two-pane view of two different
folders, listing the files and sub-folders in each. For my specific
purpose it’s convenient to set my source and target folders as a fa-
vourite pairing. I simply need to browse for the two folders in ques-
tion, click on Favourites in the menu bar, select Save current tabs to a
New Favourites Tabs, and enter a meaningful name in the pop-up
dialogue box. Since my downloads folder is named original, this is
the name I gave to the favourite tab. Subsequently, when I run
Double Commander, I can navigate to Favorites > original and my
preferred set of folders is displayed in the program’s window. How-
ever, most of the time this is not necessary as the program remem-
bers the last folder-pair that was used. (Figure 1)
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Figure 1. File Comparison in Double Commander
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by Alan German

The task that I wish to undertake is to review the files that are
present in the source folder but which have not yet been copied to
the target folder. Clearly this is not a simple task in the view being
displayed. But, Double Commander has a neat trick up its sleeve.
If I navigate to Commands > Synchronize dirs > Compare, a pop-up
window displays a much more useful format. (Figure 2)
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Figure 2. Synchronize dirs and Compare Commands Invoked

Note the group of icons shaded in blue and immediately to the
left of the duplicates and singles buttons. These are filters that can
be applied to the file listings. Since I am not interested in files that

have already been
transferred to my
archive drive, I can
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Next Meeting

Wednesday, December 10th

How the Electric Telegraph Changed the World
Speaker: JB Burke, Prescott Computer Society

This month we have a special, two-hour presentation on an
important tool in the history of communications. The 1800s
saw the birth of the telegraph. This remarkable technology
transformed the world, shrank vast distances into mere dots
and dashes, and allowed instantaneous communication over
long distances. We'll see its impact on many aspects of life,
commerce, news, warfare, and society. It’ll help you appre-
ciate the telegraph’s pivotal role in shaping our modern
world, setting the stage for today’s digital age. Don’t miss
this fascinating story of the telegraph and its immense effect
on our lives.

JB is the current President of the Prescott Computer Society.
He worked in high-tech for 40 years, including more than 30
years with IBM. Now retired in Prescott Arizona, he pro-
vides technical support for friends and neighbours, dabbles
in photography, and occasionally teaches lifelong-learning
classes at Yavapai College.

This meeting will be via Zoom video conference.

Join us at https://tinyurl.com/opcug-meeting. The Zoom
link will be live at 7:15 pm. The meeting will begin at 7:30
pm.

Coming Up...

26 Nov
Social get-together (see article next page)

03 Dec
Next weekly Q&A session

14 Jan
Music and its ever-changing delivery
Speaker: Ray Baxter (APCUG)

11 Feb
The Ins and Outs of Electronic Mail
Speakers: Chris Taylor and Alan German (OPCUG)

11 Mar
NAS Units for the Home Environment (Bill Dijk, APCUG)
(details to follow)

See all our scheduled events here.

OPCUG Presentations at the OPL:

Monday, 24 Nov, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Protecting your PC (Chris Taylor)
Emerald Plaza Branch

Tuesday, 25 Nov, 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Macro (close-up) Photography (Lynda Buske)
Ruth E. Dickinson Branch

Saturday, 29 Nov, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

How to buy a PC (Chris Taylor)

Cumberland Branch

Monday, 01 Dec, 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm

Artificial Intelligence (Al): fun and useful tips (Chris Taylor)
North Gloucester Branch

Thursday, 04 Dec, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Quick PC Tips: Enhancing Capabilities and Performance with Free Tools
(Chris Taylor), Alta Vista Branch

Saturday, 06 Dec, 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Whoa, backup! Effective strategies for keeping your computer files safe

(Chris Taylor), Centennial Branch

See all our presentations with links to the OPL here.

CALENDAR

Event Date

Time and Venue

7:30 pm via Zoom video conference: https://tinyurl.com/opcug-meeting

Wednesday, D ber 10" .
ednesday, Lecember See all our scheduled monthly meetings here.

Next Monthly Meeting

th Join us at 7 pm at the Big Rig in Orleans for food and drink (see article next page).

Special in-person event There will not be a Q&A Zoom meeting that night (next Q&A is December 3™).

Wednesday, November 26

Next OPL Presentation Monday, November 24" See all our presentations with links to the OPL here.

Volume 42, Number 10



https://opcug.ca/events/how-the-electric-telegraph-changed-the-world/?occurrence=2025-12-10
https://pcs4me.com/
https://tinyurl.com/opcug-meeting
https://opcug.ca/events/qa-weekly-session/
https://opcug.ca/events/music-and-its-ever-changing-delivery/?occurrence=2026-01-14
https://opcug.ca/events/the-ins-and-outs-of-electronic-mail/?occurrence=2026-02-11
https://opcug.ca/#upcoming
https://opcug.ca/mec-category/opl-presentations/
https://opcug.ca/mec-category/regular-monthly-meetings/
https://opcug.ca/events/qa-weekly-session/
https://opcug.ca/mec-category/opl-presentations/
https://opcug.ca/events/social-get-together/?occurrence=2025-11-26

Page 3

CLUB LIFE

Social get-together

proved there was still interest. The board chose an evening out at Big Rig Kitchen & Brewery. Members and non-

Q t the June pizza party, several people expressed interest in having additional in-person get-togethers. Polling at Q& A
members are welcome. There will not be a Q&A Zoom session that night.

e  When: Wednesday, November 26 starting at 7:00pm.

e  Where: Big Rig Kitchen & Brewery, 1980 Ogilvie Rd (in the Gloucester Centre)
https://bigrigbrew.com/restaurant/locations/ottawa-ogilvie/

Wednesday evening was chosen as a lot of members already block
off Wednesday evenings to attend Q&A. The location was chosen
for several reasons:

e easy to get to:
¢ https://maps.app.goo.gl/8rdtztXyvbHVzVCt9

¢ just off the 174 at Blair & Ogilvie
¢ at the Blair station for anyone taking the O-train

e lots of free parking

o last event (pizza party) was in the west end

While the OPCUG is making the reservation, all attendees will pay
their own tab.

Please register by email to SuggestionBox@opcug.ca by Monday,
November 24 and let us know the number of people who will be in
your party.

Nominations for OPCUG Board for 2026

O nce a year, the OPCUG holds elections for the 9-member Board of Directors. We are once again coming up to this annual
event.

We encourage all members to consider running for a board position or getting involved in some other manner in the operations
of the OPCUG.

If you want more information about what is involved, please talk to me or any current or past Board
member. Names are listed in the Newsletter and on the web site.

Nominations can be submitted via email to Lynda Buske, Election Chair, at:
nominations2026@opcug.ca.

Nominations must be received by midnight, December 31, 2025.

Please get involved. Please help the OPCUG continue in its role of Users Helping Users!

Lynda Buske
Election Chair
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THROUGH THE LENS

A guide to digital photography for computer enthusiasts. After the click of your camera, you’re only half done!

Tips for Winter Photography
by Lynda Buske

This year in Ottawa we had an early dump of snow on No-
vember 9" and while this got some people thinking about
Christmas shopping, it got me thinking about fun winter
photography! Early winter is actually a good time to take
snowy pictures since often temperatures hover around zero
and the snow sticks to deciduous trees a little longer whereas
in the dry, cold winter months it tends not to. It is still wise
to get out early as even sticky snow will melt in the sun or
blow off as breezes pick up during the day.

I wrote an article on winter photography in December of
2023 that you may wish to refer to as it covers camera gear
and clothing recommendations.
https://opcug.ca/Photography/WinterPhotography.pdf

When shooting a snowy scene, the most important element
that your camera needs to understand is the snow itself. Un-
less you have a snow scene mode on your camera, it will
assume that this is a bright area that you will want to darken
down a bit. To tell it that you do indeed want all this white
stuff to look quite bright in your photo, set your expo-

sure value (EV) to perhaps +1. It may be a physical
button or a menu option you see on the screen.

If, however, a large portion of your image contains other
objects such as a building, group of trees, people, etc. your
camera will want to give adequate light to those areas and
that might cause your snow to be over exposed or indeed
“blasted out” with no detail. To prevent this, set the EV
adust to -1. This may cause your main objects to be slightly
darker than you wish but that can be adjusted in photo edit-
ing software. You can lighten shadows or isolate the main
objects through a selection or masking function and then
lighten it. In the free Photoscape X program that I use, click
on Colour, then Mask. Paint the area you wish to lighten and
then drag the Brighten bar to the desired exposure.

A great tool to check if your image has overexposed areas of
pure white and no detail is included in Windows
PowerToys. No matter where you are viewing the photo (eg.
in a photo viewer such as Irfanview or in Windows Photos
or other editing software such as Lightroom or Photoscape
X), you can easily check the RGB values of any pixels in
your image. To activate this tool, first install the free Mi-
crosoft PowerToys from the Microsoft store. Then press the

Windows, Shift, and C keys holding them all down together.
A rectangular box will appear and you can drag it around
your image and see the exact Red/Green/Blue values.

With this tool, pure black will appear as is 0,0,0 and pure
white will be 255,255, 255. Note in Figure 1, the RGB values
of this grey area of the image are between 0 or 255. However,
in Figure 2, there is a small area of pure white (i.e.
255,255,255).

This doesn’t necessarily make for a bad image (especially if
the area is small). It may be very difficult to darken the area
and even if you can, it may result in a muddy grey with no
texture. In this example there are no areas of pure black
(0,0,0) but if there were, the same principals would apply.

Figure 1

e

rgb{153, 162, 184)

Figure 2

-
rgb(258, 255, 255) -

(Continued on next page)
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Winter Photography (Continued from previous page)

An alternative method of adjusting your image to ensure no
areas have pure white, is using a curves adjustment, if availa-
ble in your software, in order is to modify the tone curve by
dragging the top right (pure white) down slightly so anything
that is pure white is changed to a very light grey. In Pho-
toscape X Pro ($60), go to Adjustments/Curves. See Figure 3
and Figure 4. Note that you have the option to apply a mask
to a particular area. I'm not suggesting that Figure 4 is a bet-
ter image; it’s strictly to demonstrate the effect of the colour
curve adjustment.

Figure 3: Original

Figure 4: Adjusted by curves

1224

Editor: The above ‘Curves’ graphs are clearer in the PDF of this article
(be sure to zoom in).

Read all of Lynda’s articles here. See her presentations at the
Ottawa Public Library (select Lynda Buske as Organizer).

Quick Tip 78: Task Manager tips
by Chris Taylor

In Quick Tip 77, I told you the best way to start Task Manager:
(Ctrl+Shift+Esc). I have a couple of other useful tips while work-
ing in Task Manager.

A common use of Task Manager is to sort processes by CPU usage
S0 you can see which one is chewing up too much CPU time. But,
if sorted by CPU usage, the list of processes can jump around a lot
as they vary in which is using more CPU at any given instance.
That can make things hard to analyse or right-click on processes to
perform operations. To temporarily pause the screen in Task Man-
ager, hold down the Ctrl key. Release the Ctrl key to have normal
updates continue.

Any time you want a CMD (Command) prompt running as Ad-
ministrator, press Ctrl+Shift+Esc to start Task Manager, then hold
down the Ctrl key and click Run new task at the top. As long as
your account is an Administrator account, you will immediately
get a CMD prompt running as Administrator with no User Ac-
count Control (UAC) prompt. If your account is a Standard User
account, the CMD prompt will run with normal privileges.

Quick Tip 79: Getting to UEFI settings
by Chris Taylor

While not a very common thing, at some point you may want to
get into the UEFI (Unified Extensible Firmware Interface) settings
for your PC. This could be so you can change the order of boot
devices, manage certain hardware settings or tweak performance
settings not available from within the operating system. Don’t
make changes to UEFT settings unless you understand what you
are doing!

To access the UEFI configuration screens you typically bash away
at some key such as F8, Esc, F10, Del, etc. when you start your
computer. But if you don’t bang away at the key early enough or
often enough, you end up back in Windows. Rather than restarting
normally—and possibly once again missing the key—click the Start
button > power icon > hold down the shift key and click Restart.

When the computer reboots, on the Choose an option screen, se-
lect Troubleshoot. On the following screen, choose Advanced
options. Finally, select UEFI Firmware Settings.

'
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APCUG

Do You Use Two-Factor Authentication?

By Phil Sorrentino, Secretary & Newsletter Contributor
Sun City Center Computer Club
https://scccomputerclub.org/

philsorr (at) yahoo.com

If not, you might want to consider it for specific accounts if
it is offered. Two-factor authentication is a way of adding
an additional level of privacy to a computer account. When
you set up an account, typically on a computer server, you
assign a "User Name," which is not private, and a Pass-
word, which you are advised to keep private. This provides
a certain level of privacy because to access your account,
you must provide the User Name, which is not private, and
the password, which is, hopefully, known only to you. This
is probably all you need to do for most of your accounts.
However, adding another level of privacy would be pru-
dent to guarantee that you can access the account only for
specific accounts. These accounts would be those that you
would be very unhappy if someone else, or some other
computer, could access and download or manipulate its
contents. An account that contains very personal infor-
mation or an account at a financial institution might be just
this type of account.

Client-Server Architecture

Keep in mind the internet employs a Client-Server Archi-
tecture. Using this architecture, your account is on a server
computer, not your home computer, tablet, or phone.
These (client) devices only provide the ability to connect to
the server and manipulate the account contents. So if some-
one else knew your User Name, which is not protected,
and knew or stole or guessed your Password, which is
hopefully protected, they could access the account and ma-
nipulate the contents. If it's a financial account, they could
probably manipulate its value. Unfortunately, no matter
how diligent you are in protecting your password, some-
times passwords become known to the bad guys, such as
"hackers." If hackers get into your financial account, they
can possibly use it for fraudulent financial transfers or pay-
ments, or worse, a password alone may not be enough.
Even many services that don't offer two-factor authentica-
tion have instituted various checks on the computer at-
tempting to use a particular server account, like sending an

email to the email of record indicating a new computer is
trying to access the account and asking, "Is this you?". If you
are concerned about this, google "What happens if someone
accesses my account” and see the possibilities. Nowadays,
many services employ two-factor authentication to help
guarantee that only the account owner can access a particu-
lar account.

Two-factor authentication is not a new concept. Banks have
used a second form of identification for years, using ATMs
to secure access to safe deposit boxes. When a bank custom-
er visits a local automated teller machine (ATM), one au-
thentication factor is the physical ATM card that the cus-
tomer slides into the machine ("what you have"). A second
factor is the PIN the customer enters through the keypad
("what you know"). When you want to get into your safe
deposit box, you have to provide the account number ("what
you know") and a key ("what you have") before they will let
you into the box.

Fortunately, many, if not all, financial institution servers
provide the ability to use two-factor authentication. Two-
factor authentication requires a second form of identifica-
tion, which you typically have. Two-factor authentication
increases the probability that the requester is who he says he
is. The more factors used, the higher the likelihood that the
requester is the account owner. Two-factor authentication is
sometimes confused with "strong authentication," but these
are different strategies. Soliciting multiple answers to chal-
lenge questions may be considered strong authentication.
However, unless the process also requires "what the user
has" or "what the user is," it would not be regarded as two-
factor authentication.

‘What you know . What you have = Positive Authentication

In general, authentication can be done by "what you know,"
like a password or pin, or "what you have, "like a badge or a
smartphone, or "what you are," like a fingerprint or iris eye-
print. (Some highly classified systems may require all three
for authentication, which would involve possessing a pass-
word and a physical token used in conjunction with bio-
metric data, such as a fingerprint, a voiceprint, or a retina
scan.)

(Continued on next page)
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Double Commander (Continued from page 1)

The selected files can be further refined since some of the files in the
source folder are transitory and do not need to be archived. For exam-
ple, the first file APCUG Speakers Bureau.pdf is present for reference only.
Such files are likely to be deleted or updated and so there is little point in
retaining the current version in the archive. Initially a right-arrow is
displayed in the centre column between the two folders indicating that
the files are selected to be copied from the left folder to the right folder.
Clicking on this arrow removes this designation so that no action will
take place when the folders are synchronized.

Also of note are several working files such as Rufus, Yumi, and Unin-
stalr. These are portable apps that are run directly from the downloads
folder. These files are already present on the archive drive as indicated
by the equals sign between the folders so no copying will take place.

Once the final set of files has been selected, pressing the Synchronize
button results in a pop-up box that provides the details of the files that
are to be transferred (e.g. Leff to Right: Copy 2 files, total size 314.4 M
(329,650,650)), the location of the target folder (e:\original), and a
checked box labelled Confirm overwrites.

Pressing the OK button starts the file copying process. The Synchronize
directories window is then redisplayed at which point the files for Dou-
ble Commander and PowerToysSetup are flagged with equals signs in
the file comparisons.
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Figure 3. Final Selection for Synchronization

The task that has been described is only one way to use Double Com-
mander. The program has many more features and is highly configura-
ble. For example, the Mark menu item provides multiple ways to select
and process groups of files, while Show allows many options to view or
sort files.

Navigating to the Configuration > Options menu gives a huge number of
program elements that can be customized. These include setting the
colours for the titles of the file panels, the background for bars highlight-
ing selected files, and the colours for the text used to display file names.
These latter options are extremely useful to provide sufficient contrast
between the filename and the background of the highlighted selection
bar.

Double Commander is a very powerful file management system with a
fairly intuitive user interface. For detailed instructions, an online user
guide is available by selecting the Help menu item. If you have a need to

manage files across multiple folders and disk drives, give this
program a try. As is the case with much open-source software,
Double Commander provides excellent utility at an excellent

price!

Double Commander (Open Source)
Alexander Koblov and Rich Chang
Version 1.1.28
https://doublecmd.sourceforge.io

Bottom Line:

(read all OPCUG reviews here)  (back to Table of Contents)

Two-Factor Authentication (Continued from previous page)

For most typical internet servers, the second form of
identification is "what you have." The "what you have"
can be a code sent to you by text, email, or phone; the
account owner usually makes the choice. The code is
typically a one-time-use series of six or so digits. Once
the code is sent, you will have enough time to enter it
into the screen that starts the authentication process. If
email is selected, the server will send an email with the
code to your email address of record on that server.
Once you provide the correct code, you will be granted
access to the account. If a voice phone call is selected,
the call is made to the phone number on the record on
that server. Once the phone call is answered, the digits
are announced, and you can enter them on the screen
that starts the process. If a text is selected, the text will
be sent to the phone number of record on that server
(ensure the phone number can receive texts). The code
in the text can then be entered into the screen that starts
the process.

Two-factor authentication adds an extra step to your
login process, and depending on how the service has
implemented it, it can be a minor inconvenience or a
major annoyance. (And it also depends on your pa-
tience and willingness to spend the extra time to ensure
higher security.) However, in the long run, using two-
factor authentication improves the security of your pri-
vate information, which is undoubtedly something we
all want. So, take the time to set up two-factor authenti-
cation on at least all of your financial and very private
accounts.

1224
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APCUG

Online Grocery Shopping

By Tom Burt, Vice President

Sun City Summerlin Computer Club
https://www.scscc.club
tomburt891334 (at) cox.net

One of my recurring weekly activities is provisioning my larder with sufficient food to sustain me for all the activities of re-
tiree life here in Sun City. My weekly meal planning tool, which I wrote in October 2022, is part of this process. You can
find that article at: (https://www.scscc.club/Gigabyte_Archives/gg_2022-100ct.pdf).

Once the week’s meal plan and shopping list are set up and the available specials and coupons (from the stores’ online fly-
ers) have been noted, the next step is ordering the groceries. I usually do the planning on Tuesday and shop online on
Wednesday for delivery either Wednesday afternoon or Thursday morning.

Here in Las Vegas, I have paid annual subscriptions for free delivery and various perks with Albertson’s (Fresh Pass) and
Walmart (Walmart+). With both, I place my order online via my web browser or with their phone apps; the store’s shop-
pers do the shopping and bagging, and then a delivery service brings the groceries to my front door. I must order at least $30
at Albertson’s and $35 at Walmart to get free delivery. Both minimums pose a pretty low bar at today’s prices. I have been
shopping at Walmart for most staples and Albertson’s for fresh meat.

One of the great features of online grocery shopping is that the stores remember and show you what you’ve ordered, along
with current prices and (for Albertson’s) any applicable store coupons. You can reorder things you previously liked or need-
ed (See the Walmart “Reorder” screen below). This also can be a helpful reminder if you’ve forgotten to put something on
your shopping list. After a few weeks of shopping, most of your recurring items will be in the “Reorder” or “Buy again” list.

As part of my weekly meal planning cycle, the day before I shop, I check my pantry, freezer, and refrigerator to see if I'm

out of anything and to know what items (especially perishables like fresh fruits and vegetables) are already in stock. I don’t
want to stock up on things I can’t use up before they spoil. As a solo senior who eats most meals at home, I must be mindful
of the quantities on

hand. Once my invento- |- wcun < + .
ry is done, I update my
shopping list of things I
need to get.

NeXt, I CheCk the Onhne G Hiow do you want your fbeme? | © 11012 Sundown HIl Ave [ Las Veges Meighborhood Market Deshs  Grocery & Eseentisls  Mother'sDay  Home  Fashion  Hlectronics  PatiokGarden  OwtdoorFem  Baby  Registry
food pages or websites
for specials and coupons.
Based on those findings,
I may adjust my meal
plan and shopping list. I Al @ frohpodice [ vy B
also note savings oppor-
tunities where I can buy
things for future use (like Al T (e
a super value pack of
NY steak that I can
break up and freeze or
canned soup at half off).
Finally, I decided which
store (Albertson’s or
‘Walmart) best suits my
needs for next week. I e o
rarely shop at both stores o o
in the same week.
Walmart “Reorder” Screen

4]

=
]
w

(Continued on next page)
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Grocery Shopping (Continued from previous page)

£\ Albertsons ~ Abertsor Noakly Ad R Hoakh Frammacy our St &

Unlirritnd Frwa Dulivary with FrashPass @
i e 3 55 by drd it sewnssl dmivigies 3 50 sabeel Repirwiens ey 1l o Trisd

e e Coupons & Deals

Albertsons for U -
| Earn while you shop

. £
p—
| w3

Filtars Cea

Category Ce e

Recommended for U

Albertson’s “Albertson’s for U” screen

Walmart doesn’t seem to have store coupons. Prices tend to be the same week-in - week-out, with some food items on sale
now and then.

Albertson’s Fresh Pass has an elaborate system of rewards and store coupons that must be reviewed and selected weekly.
However, even after choosing the reward or coupon, you must remember to order the item. Selecting the coupon does not
automatically add that item to your cart.

The shopping itself | . & i« s s o x|
is simple. Find an . s a CEEEES v s D @
item you want, CliCK | g iwue [umes N oo meomis ) o ioize =~ sy 590 % shom o [ b trarce w et [0 @108 [ bt bt £ Srnpas | 2 Bk

the “Add” button,
and adjust the quan-
tity if you want
more than 1. You
can move through
your “reorder” list

Sulautal |7 it

and then return to - B _ e Savings a0
your shopping list. L L ' P
For anything new, |

you can use the
search window at - Tases
the top or browse ras Vahue Dol S Slkcnd 12 Sices (Past 501

the online store by |g

category or depart- s o b -
ment. Searches can .

be broad (frozen S _— -
foods) or narrow

(Great Value

canned kidney

beans). Walmart Shopping Cart

Estimated tatal 53837

(Continued on next page)
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Grocery Shopping (Continued from previous page)

As you add items, your shopping cart gradually gets fuller. You can view your cart at any time to see what you’ve selected
and how much you’ve spent. You can remove items or adjust quantities.

When everything you want has been ordered and double-checked for correctness, including quantities and prices, and the
order total is more
than the minimum
for free delivery,
you're ready to
checkout. Click the B Review Qrder

“Continue to Check-

OUt” button. My * Deelivery from store tomarrow, 10am-11am

screenshots are for T '
‘Walmart, but Al-

bertson’s are similar. e s Subtotsi -

* @ Tom o Peioral Tealere Page % i pOR CATHH - Wilram ® r L X

Savings -50.08

On the Checkout

screen, you choose a Delivery instructions (sptional]
preferred delivery

date and time from a

selection list. These R R
can be a day or two

in the future. If or- frem details

dering early in the ) -

day, you may be F : & we § &T_ EE=_ B .

able to get same-day

delivery. You can .
also pick up the gro- >
ceries at the store’s S P
pickup depot. Walmart Final Checkout Screen

Donate 2 whole dollar bz Fesding Amernics

Before placing the order, take the time to go through the cart and designate substitutions for the items in your cart. This en-
sures that the substitution will be to your liking if an item you picked is out of stock when the shopper pulls your order. If
you leave it to the store, the substitution will likely be more expensive (and you pay the difference). However, the stores
remember previous substitution choices when repeating purchases of the same things. So, after a few cycles, most of the
substitutions are already on file. You can choose “don’t substitute” for any item in your cart. If an item is out of stock, that
cost is removed from your invoice total.

Be aware that neither Walmart nor Albertson’s will deliver alcoholic beverages. However, you can order them for free
pickup at the store’s pickup station, subject to the same order minimums.

Final Thoughts

For those of us who are getting on in years or have difficulty getting out to the stores, the online grocery shopping and deliv-
ery services from Walmart, Albertson’s, Smith’s, and other grocery chains are a great convenience. Their “free delivery”
services pay for themselves in about ten weeks (actually sooner because you get additional benefits like rewards points or a
free subscription to Paramount + streaming). My experience is that they also save me money because I'm much less likely
to buy something I don’t need.

*ee

OPCUG editor: Although this is an American article, the online shopping experience is the . J

same at Walmart Canada and similar at many grocery store websites. m

an ar
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OTTAWA PC NEWS

Ottawa PC News is the newsletter of the Ottawa PC Users’ Group (OPCUG), and is
published monthly except in July and August. The opinions expressed in this newsletter may
not necessarily represent the views of the club or its members.

Member participation is encouraged. If you would like to contribute an article to Ottawa PC
News, please submit it to the newsletter editor (contact info below).

To receive the monthly newsletter by email, send an email to:
opcug-newsletter+subscribe@googlegroups.com (leave subject and body fields blank)
You do not need to create a Gmail or Google Groups account.

To subscribe to other OPCUG Google Groups member services, go to:
https://opcug.ca/google-groups-how-to/

Group Meetings

The OPCUG holds its regular monthly meetings on the second Wednesday in the month via
video conference (details at https://opcug.ca/venue/).

OPCUG Membership Fees:
Mailing Address:

$20 per year (https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew)
3 Thatcher St., Nepean, Ontario, K2G 1S6

Web address: https://opcug.ca
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/opcug
Follow us on X: https://x.com/opcug

President and System Administrator

Chris Taylor chris.taylor@opcug.ca
Treasurer

(Mr.) Jocelyn Doire jocelyn.doire@opcug.ca
Secretary

Gail Eagen gail.eagen@opcug.ca

Meeting Coordinator
Alan German
Membership Chair
Lynda Buske
Newsletter
Brigitte Lord
(editor/layout/e-distribution)
Public Relations

meetings@opcug.ca
membership@opcug.ca

newsletter@opcug.ca

Vacant PR@opcug.ca
Facilities

Bob Walker bob.walker@opcug.ca 613-489-2084
Webmaster

Brigitte Lord
Privacy Director
Stewart Bruce
Special Events Coordinator
Bob Herres
Director w/o Portfolio
Karen Wallace-Graner

webmaster3@opcug.ca
privacy-opcug@opcug.ca
bob.herres@opcug.ca

karenwg@opcug.ca

© OPCUG 2025.

Permission is hereby granted* for republication of articles by not-for-profit organizations, journals, or

publications, provided publication and author credit is given, the article’s content is not modified
without permission, and a copy of the publication is forwarded to newsletter@opcug.ca.

*Permission is granted only for articles written by OPCUG members, and which are not copyrighted
by the author. See https://opcug.ca/copyright-and-usage/.

Q&A IS ON-LINE!
Weekly!

Since the pandemic, the OPCUG has
been holding weekly Q&A sessions
in Zoom video-conferences.

Join us every Wednesday (except on
regular monthly meeting nights) at
7:30 pm to discuss computer issues.
Questions (and answers) on any com-
puter-related issue are welcome. Or,
do you have a favourite computer
program or topic that you would like
to share with the group? Send your
questions, answers, or the details of
what you would like to share to:
SuggestionBox@opcug.ca

Everyone is welcome to attend Q&A
sessions and to ask questions about
their specific computer-related prob-
lems. Join us at: https://
tinyurl.com/opcug-meeting (if you
use the Zoom client, the meeting ID
is 924 9556 0898 and the password is

opcug).
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