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NEXT MEETING MONDAY, JUNE 24TH AT MC ARTHUR HIGH SCHOOL (details p. 3)

New BBS Numbers - Again! ..with regrets...

The BBS numbers have chang the BBS with him! Here then meant either an apartment c
again. The new numbers, as of June  Bonnie's message. bungalow.
13th are 747-7272 and 7478320 (for
users of 9600 baud modems). "| feel very badly about another With such a low vacancy rate in
Members will, at the very least, be change of PUB numbers. The house  Ottawa, we were lucky to find a
wondering why we have changed the we moved into is a split level. With bungalow in the east end that was
numbers twice in less than a month Jean's help, I've been managing the  available immediately. Hence a
and some of you will have suffered stairs. Last week | had an appointment move and a change of PUB
frustration trying to get through on an  with my doctor for a regular check-up. numbers.
out-of-date number. | mentioned that | was having pains in

my knees and hips, thinking it was just | sincerely regret any
Bonnie Carter suggested that the an expected part of my illness. He inconvenience this may cause to
easiest way to explain to you all was asked about our new house and you or any other member."
to quote her message that she leftin  whether there were stairs. When |
the general message area of the PUB explained the layout to him, he told This was Gord's reply. I'm sure he
for Cord Phillips who asked why the  me that if | continued to live here, | speaks for all of us.
numbers had changed again. For would permanently and rapidly
those of you who don't know Bonnie  damage muscles, and that | must move "No problem Bonnie -- changing the
or jean Fortier, our BBS operator, immediately to somewhere where dialing directory is a trivial
where Bonnie goes Jean goes... and everything is on one floor. That inconvenience: your health is
takes important. Best of luck with the new

house!
The Music Box by Jackson Hibler
INSIDE

Hugh Chatfield's May meeting At lastmonth's meeting, Hugh wi
presentation reviewed obviously wondering if it was all COMING UP

really worth it. The source of his DataFase and DOS 5 at the
When Hugh Chf_ﬂﬁe'd last o ::CriSiS Qf faith” ‘I’IvaS_SOftware' Called June meeting ........coeeeeen. p.3
demonstrated his array of digital Band in a Box", this program
instruments to our group, he summed purported to do all of the hard work FINEPOINTS
up as follows: "Duke Ellington for the composer, all the sequencing, The DOS Environment
played an instrument when he even all the stylistic refinements. Just )
composed his music ...his orchestra!  ask for "swing" or "jazz" or "heavy continued, PATH .................. , b4
The band musicians would perform metal” and the instrumentation and PUBTALK
the new piece, then the Duke would ~ pacing would be built in accordingly. Ovivar& Wind
fiddle with the instrumentation, try All Hugh had to do was enter the givar& Windows,
this or that, refine it, get it right. sequence of chords to be played: WordPerfect, Expanded
These machines give me an A-minor, D, G augmented 7, etc. and .
instrument' like tl‘?at." Band in a Box would cobble together Memory Drivers- ..........oou..... p.6

everything except the lead instrument
The concept is compelling, but the performance. And do it well enough THE BASICS
implementation is still a lot of work. that Hugh wanted us to judge a test

Just as the Duke had to drill, cajole  comparison with the same piece built 720 script fie for

and meld his musicians into a finely ~ up by hand on his array of logging on to the PUE .......... p.-7
tuned orchestra, so also has Hugh had Instruments.

to work and rework each individual See page 3 for MAP to get to June
segment, each sequence, each meeting on MONDAY, June 24th
performance into a coherent whole. at McArthur High School, 485

Donald Street.
..continued on page 2
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Ottawa PC Users Group (OP-
CUG) 3 Thatcher St., Nepean,
Ontario K2G 1S6
(613)723-1329 - (Voice)
(613)747-7272 - (BBS-N,8,1)
(613) 747-8320 - for 9600 baud
modemusers

Newsdletter

Ottawa PC News is published
monthly except in July and De-
cember. It is distributed by mail
to fully paid-up members of the
group.

Deadline for submission of Ar-
ticles The deadline for
submission of articles is the last
day of the month prior to
publication.

Method of Submission Please
upload articles to the PUB or put
them onto a diskette and either
hand them to an Editor at the
meeting or mail them to the club
address. The preferred format is
straight ASCII text with an extra

return between paragraphs and no

indent. The preferred length is
500 to 1000 words or less.
Editorial Team Lynda

Simons, Editor

Michael Montpetit

Bonnie Carter Mark

Edwards Neil

Brearley Murray

Kreisman

Distribution Team

Marc Riou, Coordinator

Ted Havrot Claude

Jarry Mark Blevis

Group Meetings OPCUG meets
on the last Tuesday of the month
except in July and December at
Rideau High School, 815 St.
Laurent Blvd. Ottawa from 8:00
p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Membership Fees $25 p.a.
(April 1-March 31)
Disk-of-Month Subscription
$25 p.a. for 5.25" diskettes and
$35 p.a. for 3.5" diskettes for
monthly diskette..

Thanksfor the Feedback

| got messages on the PUB ¢
phone calls. | have tried to incor-
porate as many suggestions as |
can this time and will continue to
do so. This month's newsletter has
a new name which comes with a
commitment to keep things look-
ing as they do for a while.

We've had to deal with house-

keeping matters again this month
having new BBS numbers and a
change of meeting day and loca-
tion. There's still room for PC re-

Music Box continued from page 1

Most of us have had to endt
someone's performance on their
home organ equipped with a
"sideman" that emitted a dunking,
tympanic rhythm while the poor
tyro laboured over the keys-an
experience to be eclipsed only by
the compulsory viewing of home
movies. Well Band in a Box is that
"sideman" gone megamode! Gone
so far that it is--dare | say
it--almost good. And that's
frightening.

| use computers, and enjoy the
benefits they bring, but computers
have also taken one thing away
from me that | bitterly regret losing:
chess. | used to play a lot, and was
pretty good, once. It was a skill that
| worked on as a child, and
continued to enjoy as an adult
...until someone wrote an algorythm
that could not only outplay the likes
of me, but even the Masters.
Suddenly chess was reduced to
another technical task that could
best be completed with appropriate
routine procedures. It wasn't a
"human" thing anymore, it didn't
involve skill or intuition or any
other attribute that could not fall to
brute-force iteration and
calculation. Chess had become
something that an automated tool
could do by itself. Suddenly there
was no "art" in it, and no fun. |
don't play chess anymore. And I'm
sad about it. I've lost something. |
don't blame the computer, or the
programmer. They have just shown
me that something | thought was
oper-

by Lynda Simons
lated information, howeve

The DataEase people provided
with some background material to
think about before the meeting, and
the folks at Microsoft gave me an
800 number to publish! Not for
Technical support, of course, but at
least it won't cost you to get
product information or to

complain! You can continue to
delve deeper into DOS and learn
about script files. See you at the
meeting .

ended, was actually closed. Tl
what once was more is now less.

Can this happen to music? Has it
happened? This was what Hugh
seemed to be really asking.

In an increasingly digital world it is
sometimes hard to remember that
much of reality is analog. Things
slide as often as they step. Some
musical instruments are quite
"digital": pianos, guitars ...but not
trombones, or violins. Sure they can
all hit a note, but musicians like to
drag the strings to wow the sound
on those "digital” guitars! We have
already taken a firm step away from
analog music with digitized,
sampled sound. So perhaps Hugh's
test is already prejudiced by the
technology. But even with the
playing field fully digital, | could
hear the difference between Hugh's
orchestration and that of Band in a
Box. The former had those
hesitations, subtle changes of speed
and rhythm that human performers
put into their work. Even when
combined and sequenced into a
rhythmic orchestration, that human
touch comes through. The Band in
the Box gave us rich sounds, but the
"performance"” was too exact, to
metronomic, to perfect ...and
therefore cold, mechanical.

Take heart, Hugh. Your labour is
worth it. Band in a Box is really
just a super-sideman. Even | could
hear the differenc
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CHANGE OF LOCATION AND DAY FOR JUNE MEETING

Please note that due to awa
Board of Education renovations ta M
Rideau High School, our June
meeting has had to be rescheduled
and relocated to Monday, June 3 2
24th at McArthur High School, ?';_ 3
485 Donald Street (see map on this § |
page). Don't come to the wrong @,
school on the wrong evening \ =
because you will have missed wh i
promises to be a very good
meeting. In the first half we have
presentation of the relational
database managemegitem
package, DataEase and in the
second half Bob Scowcroft of Mi-
crosoft will demonstrate DOS 5.

McArthur H.S.
485 Donald

The ¢pring, 1990 version of [-
taEase (4.2) added more than 70
new features including:

» Multi-form viewing and edit-

DataEase Presentation ing

A Computerlinks Canada Inc. I- * Multi-form quick reports

resentative will be demonstrating * Formulas and group totals in

DataEase. To give you some idea if quick reports

you are unfamiliar with this » Eighteen new DQL com-

product, the DataEase name sits on mands _

the Paradox box right next to Lotus * Increased processing speed

1-2-3 and Quattro Pro as one of the * Improved LAN performance

programs you need to own to and better memory manage-

qualify to buy Paradox at a special ment _ _

price. Computerlinks is the * Improved file conversion fea-

exclusive Canadian distributer of tures including direct export-

all DataEase products. :'3"9 ftO tMuInMate and Word-
erfec

Introduced eight years ago, Da-
taEase is now being distributed in

Support for expanded memory
More reports and forms per

14 different languages and in over database and more records
40 countries. This may well be perform

because object-oriented DataEase ]

combines user-friendliness and DataEase 4.2 also contains an ex-
power so that anyone from a panded addressable memory of
novice to a sophisticated user can ~ 16Mb of RAM on 80286 and
develop complex applications 80386-based computers. In addi-
without prior programming tion, referential integrity was in-
knowledge. troduced, improving links be-

tween multiple forms. This

DataEase, however, also opens the means that all key field values
door into the world of pro- changed in one form can automat-
gramming with a simple yet pow- ically be changed in a related

erful Data Query Language (DQL).  form.
The DQL feature of DataEase is

enhanced by an optional menu The latest addition to the Da-
system that takes you step by step ~ taEase family is DataEase SQL.
through the programming Bringing together the latest in cli-
commands used for advanced ent-server technology with the ef-
applications involving batch ficency —of DataEase, SQL
processing, transaction processing, provides enhanced productivity for
extensive data manipulation and network systems.

advanced application contr
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DataEise users can also look -
ward to a French language ver-
sion very shortly and a Windows
version is slotted for release in
early fall.

DOS 5

You can also see DOS 5 presented
at the next meeting. Bob Scow-
croft of Microsoft Canada Inc. will
be on hand to tell us about DOS
5's major new features. He will
cover memory management, the
enhanced and new commands,
on-line help, and the completely
new DOS shell.

Microsoft Customer Support
800 Number

Bob will also be explaining to us
the new 800 telephone number:
(800)563-9048. This is a customer
support number provided to help
customers who have received de-
fective or the wrong size diskettes,
and to provide information on
product updates, promotions and
prices: everything, Bob says,
except Technical Support. The
number for Technical problems is
(416)568-3503. Oh, and yegere
will be a door prize of a copy of
DOS 5.0

Calendar_(subject lo change)

July NO MEETI NG

August (to beheld early in
September)ew
presentation on tenth
anniversaryf

first PC's release
September rcw 0N viruses &

copyright
October WordPerfect or

Windows

AUGUST MEETI NG CHANGE

The meeting location problems
continue into August. The exact
date and place of the August
meeting, which will probably be
held early in September, will be
posted on the PUB asap.
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The DOS Environment

The next excerpt from the 40 page article availairiehe PUB
complete in the file ENVIRON.ZIP

The PATH A PATH is just that: It is a route maptt
DOS and your application programs can follow talfin
your executable files. It is the only method thetyt
can readily use, unless you specify a full drivd an
directory each time you invoke such a file.

| emphasize that the PATH is for executable 1

only: programs that need to find their own overlay
and data files use three other methods, only one of
which will likely work for any given program. You
may be able to specify the location of the fileshie
configuration, installation or setup process that t
program uses (e.g. WordPer-

fect); some programs allo "...I have been telllng yO

you to use an environmental
variable (e.g. FASTBACK);
or the program may be able

to check the environment for P AT H. That'S flne as an

an APPEND path and use it.,

(The APPEND Command is |[Nte|lectual exercise, but

covered in a later section.)

There are also a number of for praCthal pUl'pOSGS,

commercial and shareware

TSR programs available thatDONlT DO I-I-!'I

replace both PATH and AP-
PEND with a common path

command. There is a 1985 one on the PUB ci
DPATH30.COM, or a commercial program called
PATHMINDER by Westlake has been recommended
by several of the computer magazines.

PATH STATEMENT LENGTH

The common belief is that your PATH statement is
limited to 127 characters. In reality, the lengtlyoaur
PATH is limited only by the environment space avail
able. The normal constraining influence is the 127
character limit of the DOS command line; deducting
five characters for "PATH[MS]ace" leaves you, nor-
mally, with an effective PATH limit of 122 characte
However, you can easily extend it well beyond this
limit. You might think, having already set a long
PATH, that you can simply put another line in your
AUTOEXEC.BAT such as:

"SET PATH=%PATH%,;C: \ ABCD;C: \ EFGH,C:
\IJKL etc." | assure you that this won't work, 208
expands "%PATH%" to its full original length before
trying to add the new subdirectories. You not astlif
get caught by the 127 character limit but you Hage
an additional four spaces to "SETace".

The best method that | have found uses PTH-
MAINT.ZIP (available on the PUB). There are four
path maintenance programs included in that archive
set, but the one we need here is called ADD-

o
gt~ )

ooooooo
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

by Robert Parkinson

PATH.COM. The other programs in the set allow yo
put a new entry in a specific place in your PATH
(INSPATH.COM), delete an entry (DELPATH.COM)
and substitute one entry for another (CHGPATH.COM).
After you have specified the long original PATH in
your AUTOEXEC.BAT file, a following line such as
"ADDPATH C:\xxxxx;C:\xxxxx;etc , will work
beautifully to allow you to expand your PATH to a
maximum of about 241 characters. In the unlikelgrgv
that you need still more, simply use a second
ADDPATH line. There are many other PATH-editing
utilities available, if you wish to experiment withem.
See the section on APPEND for its use as a pdthdo
executable files, either in place of the PATH comtha
or in conjunction with that commat

Just remember that y«

hOW yOU can create a huge must have adequate en-

vironment space to store
the increased PATH.
Also bear in mind the
fact that, if the
executable file you want
to invoke is in the last
subdirectory in a list of
50, DOS has to search
first the current subdi-
rectory, then every one of
the 50 subdirectori

entered in your PATH (commeing with the leimost
entry), for any ".COM", ".EXE or .BAT" file with tht
name, before it will find the file that you wantnie
consuming, to say the least! So, regardless gbaliie
length you choose, set up your PATH to use an &éffec
search strategy, the most commonly used subdirestor
first. If you use a RAM drive, put it first, folload by
the parent of the current directory, then the root
directory of your hard drive and so on. If you have
copied subdirectories to a RAM drive, don't refbat
equivalent hard drive subdirectories on the PATH.

A LONG PATH STATEMENT HAS DRAW-

BACKS

In the preceding paragraphs | have been tellinghaw
you can create a huge PATH. That's fine as an in-
tellectual exercise but, for practical purposesNJO

DO IT. First of all, you have to maintain that PATH
whenever you change your directory structure. Sec-
ondly, DOS takes valuable time searching the PATH,
even a moderately-sized one, for the executaldey@il
want. An extremely long PATH can also preclude your
use of some handy batch file commands. Some batch
commands will fail if they include a '%PATH%" ingh
command, simply because DOS expands the
"%PATH%" before it executes the com-



Path ... continued from previous page

mand. A PATH of about 100 characters, dependinghupo
the length of the command, is about the maximum.

ALTERNATI VES TO A LONG PATH
STATEMENT

If long PATH isn't a good idea, what do you do? Mékere
are three choices, each with it's own merits.

The first method, and my preference, is to use aldratch
file that will change the current working subdigt to the
one containing the desired program and then dalgtogram
up from within there. This method has a number of
advantages. The program can then find it's ownafites if
they are in that same subdirectory. Further, youm don't
have to worry about using files with the same naasethose
in other subdirectories, as long as they arenytaam PATH.
(Remember that COMMAND.COM strips off the
three-character file extension of arecutableCOM,.EXE or
.BAT file, EVEN IF YOU SPECIFICALLY INCLUDE IT,
and then searches your PATH for axecutable filef that
name in the order of extensions given above. Tious,
example, LSTCOM will inevitably beexecuted in
preference to LIST.EXE if both are on your PATHheTbatch
file method also permits you to customize the riomet
settings for the application (screen colours amrd,girinter
settings, etc.) from within this batch file. You ynaant to use
PUSHDIR.COM; POPDIR.COM (PC Magazine, Vol 5 #10,
27 May 86), or one of a number of similar utilitiés
automatically return you to the previous curreriditectory
when the applicatioterminates.

The second method is to use some utility or batehd
change your PATH structusghenever yoghange your
basic method of operation, say frepreadsheaise to
programming. There are many such aids that wilésawur
current PATH, invoke a new PATH and then restoeedil
one on command. For example, see the files

PUSHPATH.BAT/POPPATH.BAT in the 15 May 90 issue of

PC MagazineSee alsahe subsequent section here on
Editing the Environment.

The third method is to use one of the special &eand run
utilities that will find thespecified exeaable file, wherever
it is buried on your hard disk, and then run ityds would
like to experiment withhis approach, try "RUN .COM
"from PC Magazine, Vol 7 #3 (16 Feb 88), page 321u

will find it on the PUB in VOL7NO3.ZIP. It works vg well,
but is extremely slow, especially if it has to s#athrough a
30+MB hard drive. However, as long as RUMCOM iy dur
root directory, you will not need any PATH at all.

Whatever method you choose, try to make it a pradt
specify the full drive and subdirectory when yoll ea
program or even a small utility. That way DOS ddeisave
to use the PATH at all and will go
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directly to the specified location to find the pram. Don't do
this, of course, if the program is in the curramtdirectory or
is located in a subdirectory at the very startairyPATH
(e.g. a RAM drive). Also, this will not work in angersion of
DOS prior to 3.0. DOS 2.x will NOT execute a fitat is
preceded by a path.

PATH STATEMENT SYNTAX

Having spent some time discussing the length oP#EH,
we should look at a few other characteristics.thér¢he use
of "PATH" versus "SET PATH" and the equals signsuesr
the space. PATH, PROMPT and APPEND are the only
environment-related commands that do not requee SET"
preamble. You can use it if you wish, but why wdete
unnecessary command line characters? The commands
"PATH C:\DOS", "PATH=C:\DOS" and "SET
PATH=C:\DOS" all work fine, but "SET PATH C:\DOS"ilv
give you a "Syntax error" message. SET PATH=" dédlete
your entire PATH, but "SET PATH" by itself will miéyou
an error message. In general, if you use "SET"mast use
an equals sign, but if you use "PATH" without "SE/BU
may use either the equals sign or a space; DOSutitimat-
ically insert the equals sign. Earlier | mentiorled curious
anomaly that if you boot your system without a PAdih¢
then look at the environment with SET you will ske empty
string "PATH=". If this apparently useless entrth®Ers you,
delete it with a "SET PATH=" command; however, simsost
users put in some sort of PATH, the point is reailyot
unless you are saving memory space when loadingg TSR

There are several other anomalies in using PATId (an
APPEND) that may interest you:

If you enter your path with "PATH" or "PATH=, DOAill
always convert thentire pathto uppercase characters,

regardless ofvhat case you entered. However, as with other

variables, if you use "SET PATH= DOS will maintaire
original case of everything that yeumter tothe right of the
equals sign.

When used alone, "PATH", "PATH= and "PATH, will
each return a display of the current path.

"PATH;" (the semi-colon may be separated from "PATM
any number of spaces or none) will delete the ocupath.

"PATH" immediately followed (with no space) by aoge of
these symbols "[ ] +:/\." will reset the paththat symbol
alone. If you separate the symbol from "PATH" by am
more spaces it will have the same result. But uaimgother
alphanumeric character or symbol immediately afegxTH"
with no intervening space, as in "PATHS", will résn an
error message.

Next issue, the SET and APPEND comm
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Selected messages from the PUB by Bonnie Carter

OGIVAR AND WINDOWS
From: DONALD MACMILLAN

For those who use the OGIVAR 286
machines and OGIVAR DOS 3.30,
beware! When you try to run
Windows 3.0, using "WIN /S" or
"WIN /R", you will get aborted by
Windows, Le, you won't be able to
run it. The good news is that there is a
fix. OGIV AR has created a patched
version of DOS 3.3 which they call
OGIVAR 3.30B.

WP5.0 PROBLEMSS
Query: PAUL COOPER

| sometimes encounter problems
in amending commands in the
"Reveal Codes" screen. Fairly
often, when | use my F8 key to start
an underline, 1 find the following
codes revealed at this point in the
text: "[UND][und]" (which |
understand means start underlining
followed immediately by stop
underlining). Naturally this code
combination results in no underline.
Easy solution: delete the [und].
However, every time | do this,
[UND] & [und] BOTH vanish.
What's going on?

Reply: BRICE WIGHTMAN

If you hit FS before and after you
enter a string of text, it will be un-
derlined. If you think of underlining
later and hit F8, you will just get the
codes. To underline after the text is
entered, block the string first and
then underline with F8.

Reply: BONNIE CARTER

[UND] and [und] work as pairs. If
you delete either of these codes, they
will both automatically be deleted.
Any text to be underlined must be
between [UND] and [und].
WORDPERFECT 5.1

Query: Doug Hewko
Does anyone know the weird key

combination that caused problems
with the early release of V

5.1%
Reply: BONNIE CARTER

Doug, there were many bugs with the

T

§
1
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s
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R
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can always disable the memc
check with /NOMEM when you
use SCAN.

EXPANDED MEMORY

November 1989 release of WP5.1 so 'tSDRIVER

difficult to recall key combination bugs.
However, | strongly suggest that you
get a later version. Try out many of the

WP5.1 features, and when you find one

that gives you problems, call

WordPerfect's toll-free Features number.

in Orem (1-800-5415096). They'll
check to see if your problem is a
documented bug, and if so, they'll send
you a laterrelease at no cost to you. If
you phone the Orders Dept., you'll be
charged about $10.00 for a latefagse
(which you shouldn't have to pay for
since the bug is in their product).

FRENCH FOR FONT
Query: MARK BAKER

Can anyone out there tell me the
Frencheguivalent for the word
"font"? Would greatlyappreciate it.

Reply: JEAN FORTIER

The standard translation for font and
the one used bWordPerfect is
"police de caractéres". Fonte" is also
correct, but is less often usbecause
fitis not aswel/ known as’police de
caractéeres”,

VIRUSCHECKER
Query: DOUG HEWKO

Does anyone recall which program will
check for virii as you download (or
was that unzip) a program?? And how
good is the virus shield? It is getting
somewhat bothersome running the vi-
rus checkeevery time | unzip a new
file. The checker is so redundant,
checking and rechecking the memory.

Reply: CHRIS TAYLOR

CHECKOUT will check all archived
files in a directory. And it is smart
enough to do a memory check only on
the first file. You

Query: ANDRE LEFRANCOIS

DOS version 4.01 has a expanded
memory driver called

EMM386.SYS. When | install it us-
ing DEVICE=EMMS386.SYS 512, it
assigns 512K of extended memory as
EMS, but also uses 384K of standard
memory. Anybody know the
command line to run it extended
only?

Reply: LAIRD GORDON

Have you tried using HIMEM.SYS
(InstallableDevice Driver for
Extended memory)? See
README.TXT file on the DOS

disk. Also checkout the Tutor
column by Jeff Prosise, "Un-
derstanding HIMEM.SYS" in the
DEC. 11, 1990 issue of PC Mag.
(Vol. 9 No. 21, Page 547) and the
Tutor column by Tony Rizzo, "Ex-
panded vs. Extended Memory in the
Dec. 26, 1989 issue of PC Mag (Vol.
8 No. 22, Page 309).

VENTURA GROUP
Query: BONNIE CARTER

| recently bought\Ventura Gold
for Windows. | know there's a
Ventura group in Ottawa. Could
someone give me details about
this group?

Reply: LYNDA SIMONS

According toColette Lacroix, the
Software Marketing Rep. for Ven-
tura, there /s a Ventura Users' Group
which meets at Sir Robert Borden
High School on the first Wednesday
of the month. The nexheeting of
the Ventura Users' Group will be held
in September. The Group doesn't
meet in July or August. Colette also
gave me two phone numbers for
Terry Taller, the Group's
co-ordinator: 592-5137 and
82¢-5320.(



In the January issue, I explained how to set up Procomm on
your system to communicate with the PUB. If you have
followed these procedures, I would now like to explain how
to automate the signing on, using the following script file as
an example.

A script file is a set of instructions to the program, in this
case Procomm, telling it what to do. The syntax of the
Procomm script language is very similar to BASIC, a feature
that may be exploited to ease any hesitation that you may feel
towards writing your own scripts.

The preliminaries:

1)The script file must be in ASCII format (i.e. from
WordPetfect, use [Cttl+F5],1,1, [filename] and then exit
WordPetfect without saving the file).

2) Lines or statements starting with';' are ignored by
Procomm and can be used for explanations, much like the
BASIC "REM" statement.

3)Scripts need some way to indicate that an [ENTER] is to
be sent without actually using the [ENTER] key. Procomm
uses the exclamation point "I" that is translated as it goes
through the program and out the modem. Thus whenever
you would need to press [ENTER] in response to a prompt
you just substitute a "~" in the script.

4)The file should be saved with the extension ',cmd', e.g.
PCUG.CMD, in the subdirectory in which Procomm
resides. Then the filename (without the .cmd extension
must be inserted into the last column (CMD) of the dialing
directory to tell Procomm to start the script upon dialing
the PUB.

Procomm functions:

W AITFOR:

As its name implies W AITFOR tells Procomm to WAIT
FOR the arrival of the specified string through the modem.
The syntax of W AITFOR is:

WAITFOR(StringToWaitFor)[,MaxTime].

MaxTime is an optional parameter giving Procomm a
maximum time to wait before timing out and continuing
execution with the next statement. Default MaxTime is 30
seconds.

TRANSMIT:

Again the name of the function describes exactly what it
does. TRANSMIT sends the quoted string out through the
modem. Note the use of the exclamation point to represent
pressing the [ENTER] key. Also note that the transmitted
string may in fact be made up of a number of separate
responses so long as the

"I" replacement for [ENTER] is inserted as required.

by Eric Clyde

;PCUG.CMD

WAITFOR "Name?"
TRANSMIT "enc

WAITFOR "Password"

TRANSMIT "y s

WAITFOR "key="
TRANSMIT "!"
WAITFOR

"Command"

WAITFOR "Command:"
TRANSMIT "2!

WAITFOR "Command:

TRANSMIT

WAITFOR "Which One?"
TRANSMIT

WAITFOR
n (Y/N)?ll

;End of script file
Good lucky If you have any
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More on Communicating with the Club Bulletin Board Using Procomm

a comment showing the file-
name. ;

(statements after’; are ig-
nored by Procomm)

;this comes from the PUB
;substitute your name

;note that the "!"

to "Enter"

is equivalent

;again, request comes from
DITR

;substitute your password

;don't forget the "!"

;the "S" stops all the  mes
sages at the ;begin-
ning. ;You may wish ;to omit
this

;assuming you want to go
;straight to messages

;assuming you want to go to
area "2", general messages

;assuming you want to
[R]ead messages

assuming you want to ;read
[N]ew messages

;don't pause after each mes-
sage, assuming you ,are going
to download ,new mes-

saoes

Good luck! If you have any problems, call me at 749

2387. Eric ClvdeO
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Club Executive

Chairman, Doug Poulter 745-8768 Software Librarian Chris Taylor  723-1329

Past Chairman, David Terroux 238-4895 Membership Chairman Harald 828-3411
Freise

Treasurer, Tony Frith 671-0401 Convenor Paul Green 820-5348

Secretary, Norman Dafoe 723-1909 BBS System Operator Jean 747-7089

Fortier

Newsletter Editor, Lynda Simons 526-2179

Hardware/Software Broker Terry Mahoney 225-2630

Beginners' Sessions, Eric Clyde 749-2387

Terry Mahoney Fax 226-2615

Bulletin Board (PUB) (N 8 1) 747-7272 BBS # for 9600 baud modem 747-8320
users

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION or RENEWAL

Last name: First name: Middle name/initial

Address: Apt. #.

City: Province: Postal Code

Home phone: Work phone. Fax:

New member? (Y/N)? Renewing.(Y/N). Sponsor's Name:
Membership fee: $25.00

Disk of the month? (Y/N?)
(10 disks per year)

5.25" ($25.00 p.a.)

3.5" ($35.00 p.a.)

Cash or Cheque?

Total: $

Are you interested in helping in any of the
following areas? Please circle those that

apply.

Programming Language
Instruction

Membership, Software Library,
Promotion/Publicity, Hardware
Techniques, Meeting locations,
Agendas

& Speakers, Advertising,
Bulletin

Board, Other, Newsletter input

What equipment and software do
you use?



