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by Jackson Hibler

icrosoft knows software
and marketing, but what
about IBM? Why would

IEM buy all those full-page adventise-
ments touting something called
“ServiceS”, rather than the new,
Blue, overdue OS/2. (ServiceS?)
Meanwhile, Microsoft gets Windows
3.1 out a week early, complete with a
targeted advertising campaign. Come
on, IBM, if you want to sell your
product, you have to mention it in the
advertisement! The new 082 is
ready...isn’t it? Maybe IBM knows
something we don't.

But look! Here comes Bob Scow-
croft, hot from Microsoft’s booth at
the Ottawa Business Show. Windows
is ready! The crowd is expectant!
The Ottawa Citizen photographer is
already shooting.

Let the show beginl

Bob bustles to get his gear into
order: overhead projector with a 3M
thin film transistor projection panel
(here is the future of video monitors,
televisions — wall hangings, for that
matter); a Dell 486-33 with 12 Mb of
RAM (or did he say 207 How much
does he need?); and a massive 157
(orwas it 17"7) SVGA monitor
sprouting a snakes’ nest of cables
Bob stands back. It looks as if he s
ready. Enter Chairman, Harald Freise,

There's been a slight hitch
“I"'m afraid we will have to re-
verse the order of the meeting,” Har-
ald announces, “There seems to be a
problem with the projection system.”
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(Uh, oh!) The First Team rushes to
the rescue. Out come the manuals.
(Good place to start!) OPCUG"s best
techies swarm over the hardware.
Lots of blinking lights, but no show.
It seems the computer docsn’t want
to talk to the projection panel. Lots of
hands on the keyboard, the buttons,
the chins. Bob Scowcroft emerges
From the scrum: “I'm not using my
usual gear tonight...brought this over
from the EX...can’t seem to get it to
work. We've sent away for another
setup.” The First Team begins to drift
away too. Heads shake. The crowd
squirms ominously.

Show within the show
Meanwhile, those of us in the
front row have been watching the
“show”, keeping an eye on what has
been tried and what hasn’t. Time for
the pinch hitters to take the field.
Some plain-language suggestions are
heard above the ebbing technobab-
ble: “Why not test one system compo-
nent at a time?” (Huh?) “Do we
know that the "Y" cable to the pancl
and the monitor is 0.K.7" (No.)
“Well, have we tried to disconnect
them?” (Hmm...same indicator lights
appear on the 3M panel whether it’s
hooked up or not.) “Maybe nothing’s
getting through to the 3M. Why not
pull the monitor off the other end of
the Y-cable?” (Sure, why not? Hey,
the 3M’s working! But say, what's
that Windows NT prompt doing on
the 3M screen?) “Never mind that,”
hastily interjects Bob, “how can I run
my demo with the projection screen
as my only "monitor” behind me?”

OPCUG Hackers rescue Microsoft: \Who will save IBM?
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OPCUG member, Keith Martinsen
(eaming “Meeting Hero” honours)
plunges back behind the offending
monitor, twiddles a few switches,
plugs it back into the Y-cable...Voila!
We have projection! We have moni-
tor! “We have.. ghosts,” frets Bob.
Never mind. The overhead projection
looks great. The crowd looks restless.
Go for it Bob. He does! And by the
time he is through with his show, so
do we!

Continued on page 2
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Let the show begin - again!
Windows 3.1 looks good. It is
faster, even without the heavy horse-
power plugged in at the show. How?
Lots of optimized code (much of it by-
passing DOS, I've heard). And a
SMARTDRV.EXE disk-caching sofl-
ware upgrade that caches the wnles to
disk as well as the reads! Most of the
Unrecoverable Application Error
(UAE) crashes have been eliminated
or isolated. The system (they call Win-
dows an “operating system™, now) is
more robust. Most, but by no means
all, of the user interface bas been
made consistent from module to mod-
ule. Many of the tweaks and worka-
rounds we needed to make 3.0 fune-
tion smoothly have been rendered un-
necessary in 3.1. But it is still not
“plug and play” like a Mac. (A good,

if wordy, reference for the nitty-gritty
of optimizing Windows can be found
in Livingston's Windows 3.1 Secrets

by Julie Dustin

he desktop publishing revolu-
tion started in the mid-1980s

when the original Hewlett-
Packard and Apple laser printers ap-
peared on the scene, promising free-
dom from the frustrations and ex-
pense of conventional newsletier type-
setting and paste-up. For the first
time, an entire page of text and graph-
ics could be quickly, economically
and automatically created on the com-
puter screen.” (Roger Parker, Newslet-
ters From the Desktop)

Try, try again

I first tried to use Ventura during
the mid-80s while I was working fora
Canadian business forms company. I
know how to design forms, but
knew nothing about page layout — I
gave up within two days. A lot of
people gave up on Ventura back then.
Well, some of us are back!

promote it's product — even when
there are one or two hitches at a prod-
uct demo.

Desktop publishing seeds: new SIG

now available with 3 disks of utilities &)
for $52.95 at Prospero). And then Puzzling IBM upgrade policy
there is TrueType, scalable screen and On the one hand we have IBM
printer fonts included with Windows hesitantly disclosing OS/2 v.2.0 up-
3.1. Microsoft describes TrueType as grades at 380 (for the Windows to
“One of the most dramatic features in 0S/2 v.2.0 upgrade: DOS or OS/2
Windows 3.1..." (Beware, Adobe, this v.1.x to O5/2v.2.0 upgrades cost
one may dominate desktop publishing around $150, which must irk O5/2 us-
on the FC like Postscript bas on the ers slightly.) On the other, Microsofl
Mac!) All in all, an impressive up- trumpets Windows 3.1 upgrades at
grade. $60! IBM has just blown millions ad-
vertising the company, mther than
As good as the real thing? their strategic software product, while
Windows is still not a “real”, pre- Microsoft promoles their product. If
emplive, multitasking operating sys- Windows continues to hold it’s mar-
tem like OS/2. But Window's 3.1 15 ket, it could be because of the prod-
more robust than 3.0; Microsoft has a uct: it could also be because Mi-
great lead in Windows-aware applica- crosoft knows marketing.
tions; and Microsoft knows how to Sl
e e e M e
SIG Meeting Report
takes root
~
It's spring Parker: “Publications don’t design
OPCUG’s desktop publishing spe- themselves. In fact, they must accom-
cial interest group put down roots this modate a potpourri of short and long
spring when more than 30 members written pieces, photographs, illusira-
wrned out for an inaugural meeting tions and other graphic elements. The
held on Tuesday, April 28th at Sir entire process is [usually] undera
Robert Borden High School. A brain- strict deadline and must accommo-
storming session revealed great inter- date changes but adhere to a pre-
est in a wide range of DTP issues. viously defined format. The designers
must work with body copy, add
Topics to look forward to reader cues, place and manipulate
We hope to explore most avail- visuals and graphic accents.” The
able software including Ventura, SIG hopes to explore each of the ele-
PageMaker, Publish-It, FrameMaker, ments Parker mentions over the next
WaordPerfect as well as graphics and year.
forms packages. Other subjects slated
for discussion include fonts, on-line BBS access
documentation and hardware includ- The desktop user group has a spe-
ing printers, scanners and other input cial area on the BBS for messages
devices. Design and typography will concerning DTP issues and a file area
receive attention because they are the for software and information such as
methods and principles used with the utilities, macros, drivers, style sheets,
software and hardware tools. glossaries and anything relevant you
might like to upload. Feel free to con-
DTP tasks tribute your tips and tricks. Y
To understand what DTP is all

about, I quote loosely again from
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by Lynda Simons

omputer security is the topic

of next month’s general

meeting. At 8:00 p.m. on
May 26th in the auditorium of Sir
Robert Borden High School, John
Nash and Jim Roy will present
SnoopGuard, a circuit card which pro-
vides password control to system
startup, and Victor Charlie, software
which provides “generic virus con-
trol”.

The high cost of losing data

If you've ever lost computer data,
for whatever reason, you'll be inter-
ested in this presentation and discus-
sion. Whether it's your own work,
data you've paid for, or data you're
entrusted with, losing il can cause
you anything from minor irritation to
losing your job or client. When it's
your own work, not only do you lose
the time, but the reconstructed effort
is simply never as good as the first
pass. And it can all happen so fast, so
completely and, often, so mysteri-
ously.

Keep your advantage

Preventing data loss is not the
only reason for adopting security
measures: data can fall into the
wrong bands causing embarrassment,
or loss of earned advantage. This too
can happen fast and mysteriously,
even imperceptibly. Colleagues or
competitors may watch ad miringly
while you gather data fora project,
build a contact list, or design a sys-
tem. Then, one minute (it need not
take that long) while you're awa»
from your computer, save themselves
the same trouble by just taking a
copy of your work. It's not even steal-
ing, really, is it? You haven’t lost
anything.

Mysterious disappearances
If data disappears mysteriously, it
could be because of a virus. Many of

Coming Up

vou will be familiar with the
Michelangelo virus which gained in-
ternational attention recently. It was
expected to attack the boot sectors of
millions of PC hard-disks around the
world on Michelangelo’s birthday
(March 6). Its effects weren’t as wide-
spread as anticipated, but two people
[ know personally had their hard-
disks wiped out. One of them knew
what had happened. The other did not
and thought his computer had failed.
Some viruses at least put on a show
to amuse you in your hour of deep
distress, but not Michelangelo, Nei-
ther of these people had a complete
back up.

'll think about it tomorrow

S0 what security measures should
we take with our computers? We
have many choices. However, every
measure, whether its backing up,

“Lock up your data: Come in Victor Charlie & SnoopGuard

applying passwords, encrypting data,
installing cards, installing software,
OF running scans, takes precious time
and effort, which is, perhaps, why,
like Scarlett O'Hara, we all prefer to
“think about it tomorrow.”

Did you lock the door?

You can apply different levels of
security (o your computing, as you
can with your home, from hiding
money under the mattress, to locking
valuables in a safe. In addition you
can lock the front door, and install an
alarm system. You can also put your
money in the bank. Just as there are
pros and cons to all of these methods,
there are pros and cons to the equiva-
lent computer security measures.

Is security a waste of time?
“There’s no security we can’t gel
round,” assert the service technicians

Continued on page 4

Calendar (subject to change)

General Meeting Location:

Sir Robert Borden HS

131 Greenbank Road

General Meeting Time:

8 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Date and Time

Topic and Location
(if not SRB)

Thursday, May 21, 7:00 p.m. 7 { Fox SIG meeting
~~/ Confederation High School

Tuesday, May 26, 7:00 p.m.

DTP SIG meeting

Tuesday, May 26 at 8:00 pm.

John Nash & Jim Roy on
Snoopguard and Victor Charlie:
security and virus trapping

Thursday, June 18, 7:00 p.m.

DTP SIG meeting

Thursday, June 18, 8:00 p.m.

to be announced
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by John MacManus

very summer I drool over the
latest PCs. But after weigh-
ing the lure of a new model

against the realities of my bank bal-
ance, | opt instead to distract myself
with peripherals. One summer [ en-
tered the world of VGA, the next I
bought a modem. Last summer, when
I finally decided to go straight for the
486 . . . I bought a SoundBlaster
sound card instead.

Yonge Street bargain

I bought the card in a small store
off Yonge Street for what was then
the amazing price of $165. [ remem-
ber opening the box, and racing in the
rain to Radio Shack to get connec-
tors, cable and speakers. While [ was
there I persuaded myself I nceded a
microphone as well. The card in-
stalled easily and within half an hour,
I heard the test parrot clearly say,
“Hello there.” I forgot all about the
new 486 systen. The silent era of
personal computing was over,

Since then I have been engrossed
in anything and everything to do with
the Sound Blaster. I have toyed with
text-to-speech, captured sound from

e — S H
Hardware Review

Some sound advice from OPCUG member

my CDs and tapes, tried to Jearn the
fundamentals of music, and put
sounds on the menued commands of
my word processor. My wile at last
smiles at the computer when it’s set
up as a fantastic drum machine. My
son has played games till he dropped
from sound enhanced excitement, |
must admit to being a boring non-
gamer, but | have noticed that the ad-
dition of sound certainly makes
games, even Mahjongg, more addic-
tive. | have digitally edited voices
and mixed them with other sounds.
also like to do simple fractal pro-
gramming in BASIC and have even
made “fractal music™.

Many inexpensive options

If you are new to sound boards,
you should know there are now many
inexpensive sound cards available,
several cost less than the $165 1
shelled out last summer. The 8-bit
cards costing $100-200 are all re-

lated, and generally have simular capa-

bilities. These are not as powerful as
the 16-bit cards, but, unless you want
to create high quality music, the
lower cost of the 8-bit boards makes
them the smart first choice.

Among 8-bit cards, the Canadian
AdLib card (1987) was the first with
mass appeal with 11 voices and 2 op-
erator FM synthesized music primar-
ily for use with games. The Sound-
Blaster card (1988) is AdLib compat-
ible but adds a digital-analog chip
which allows you to use digitized
sounds ranging from voice to sam-
pled musical instruments. AdLib and
SoundBlaster have set the minimum
standards for all new boards. Sound-
Blaster also has an input jack fora
microphone or other sources such as
CD or tape, a volume control for the
on-board 4 watt amp, and a game
port for the attachment of a joystick.
I have not found it necessary to place
an external amp between the card and
my speakers, although game players
who want to rock and roll generally
seem to do this.

Where to find information

At first I found it difficult to ob-
tain information about sound. [ spent
many hours info-surfing on BBSs
looking music files and came across
the electronic newsletter SoundBlas-
ter Digest, from Brampton ON,

Continued on page
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Continued from page 3

I spoke to about secunity. It turns out
this is just as well, as many clients
leave machines for repair without tell-
ing them the password they need to
get into the system. So does this
mean that security i1s a waste of time?
I don’t think so0. The lock on your
front door won't deter the deter-
mined, professional thief, but most
peaple lock their doors. Why make it
casy for the intruder?

Spoiled for choice

The array of alternatives 1s bewil-
dering,. To protect your data from
snoops and thieves, you can use pass-

word protection using hardware, or
software, and/or data encryption, and
you can hide your data. All of these
choices can be applied at a variety of
levels from the BIOS, to the boot sec-
tor of the hard-disk, to the directory
and file level. Many computers also
come with a lock and key which ren-
ders the keyboard unusable or the
compuier unbootable in some other
way. Probably more important than
any of these methods of data protec-
tion, i keeping up-to-date back-ups
in a safe place away from your com-
puter. Of course, you also need virus
protection. Do you have all of this?
No? It's a wonder you can sleep at

night.

A simple solution?

These choices applied at the level
of governments and major corpora-
tions can involve such measures as
lead shielding from electronic surveil-
lance and off-site central data storage,
deep inside mountains. However,
most OPCUG members don’t live in
a James Bond movie, and don’t need
to concern themselves with such ex-
treme precautions. For us a simple
but effective hardware device like
SnoopGuard might be the solution.
And for virus protection, Victor Char-
lie might do the trick. Come to the
May meeting and check them out.

e
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Continued from page 4

which was started in 1990 and is now

menu commands. These DLLs can
also be used with Visual BASIC.
Windows 3.1 makes the use of sound
in Windows applications much sim-
pler.

still shareware. My favourite program
is a digital sound editor called Blaster-

dia Visions (Thunder) and others with
other bells and whistles are now avail-
able. If anyone thought the file format
situation for graphic files was unruly,
wait until they get interested in PC

playable by your favourite Sound-
Blaster player.

; : e Master. New versions of this share-

0 bl Mo g Pctkalsplenions
and recommendations for programs is definitely worth registering. Al- Beyond UEsc schnicly Wiie
for use with the SoundBlaster. The though the wide variety of music edi- cal applications, there are Xnore practi-
Musical Chair, a BBS out of Taro nto, tors for the SoundBlaster is of no cal dt"ﬂlﬂpn‘ﬁ:ﬂﬁ on the horizon. The
was also invaluable, but the long dis- great concern to me (I'm tone deaf), I Janua:}r 1992 issue ﬂ‘[' Enmpull;:r
tance chiarges were something of understand that COMPOZ is the one Graphics World carried an article on
drawback. This BBS produced a CD found most useful. st:mlﬁn:atmu (aka. aud]ﬁ;_?h?n}. o
of all of its files which my favourite Gt SI;‘:"’ [‘1“ ":.“"?“ s ﬁ““g"“
local BBS, Synapse in Gatineau ac- at’s new? about five distinct musical instru-

Siad - THE B dasned cutite Baca There are many new develop- mcnh:. p!ayad simu m:}musly, sou nd
9 1d mi ially for all Ottawans ments in sound with the advent of ver- can aid in perceiving information.
ig:mm'::: 'ifﬁ; d, :ﬁ erihe Musics] sion _3.1 nrf Windows :ami the hype of The ear is good at sl?alilal ?iscrimina-
Chair folded recently. Synapse also rrm!hml:dj&. The ]::I'I"n'll'ﬂ-ll ments sec- tion and at changes in timing. Data
e e S e P gl tion of PC Magazine, by Charles Pet- might be mapped to timbre, fr_l:— _
cards from different networks which 2, b s Theny n:mnths hf“:" s S Vi i F!tc:nd wsua!lzxa
have been very informative. chock-a-block with information on tion of complex multi-channelled in-

sound in Windows. Also, the March formation.

31, 1992 issue of PC Magazine
Al iy kot ke o sound, nluing SoundBimster ek 1 OFCiI

: Gt MIDI, usable by multimedia prod- - : ;
SR, N i Sote. Nty dne
link libraries (DLLs) from Victoria ter card (SoundBlaster Pro) with ste- R L A e T
(SOUND) and Seattle (SOUNDR3B) reo sound and MIDI interface, a long speakers, and 4ip mio Le Soun 5 fs-
which I can use in Word BASIC mae- promised new AdLib Gold with 4 ap- ter disk that our librarian Norm Dafoe
ros to give me sound on entering erator FM, and clones bom ATL (Ste- DG PR MR ENEE AT YT SN Bl
™ Word for Windows and on various reo F/X), Gravis (Ultra Sound), Me- uic ATh of Chis preoccupation il

sound has distracted me from
thoughts of upgrade. But summer is
onits way and I know now that I will
need something else to distract me
from purchase of a 486. Any sugges-

sound! It is a real mess both for mu- tions?
Sound editors sic and digitized sound, but there are L
Since sound is relatively new to many programs around which will
the PC most of the best software is change one format, including those of
the Mac or Amiga, to make them
W L i:'
ThanKyou to Marc Riou. . . Leaving Us?

... who has looked after mailing out the newsletter for the last two
years. We now use the services offered by the printer to do the stuff-
ing and sealing, but this is a fairly new arrangement. More than once
we have sat around my dining-room table with Ted Havrot and

¢ want to continue sending
you newsletlers: however,
if your membership ex-

pires this month this will be the last
newsletter you will receive...until you
renew.

Check your mailing label for your
expiry date.

To renew your membership, simply
fill out the form on the back of the
newsletter and send it in with the fee or
see Paul Green at the next meeting.

folded and stuffed and sploshed. It can get pretty damp and sticky,
let me tell you.

Marc has handed on his rubber stamp and wet sponge to Herb Kel-
land. Welcome Herb. It's good to have you on the team.
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Dated backup files: The story continues

by Robert Parkinson

In the February 1992 issue of the newsletter, I presented
one way of using a batch program to create sequen-
tially-numbered backup files that use the DOS direc-
tory date as the filename itself. Shortly after, I was asked if
it is possible to automatically archive, using PKZIP, all such
files on the first bootup of any day. Yes, but the ZIP archive
name has to be in the same date format, and have the same
date, as the files it contains. Wow! There are, however, two
significant problems to overcome. Firstly, and most trouble-
some, is to create a ZIP file today that uses yesterday's date,
or rather the date on which those backup files were created.
Secondly, we run afoul of PKZIP's inability to accept any
wildcards in the name of the ZIP file to be created, although
it will, from a batch file, accept the use of an environmental
variable in the archive name. After several cups of coffee
and much head-scratching, [ solved the problem; at least [
found one possible solution. While it may not be very ele-
gant, it does indeed work. I"d like to hear your comments,
and perhaps some alternative suggestions.

Although this was an academic exercise,it had a practi-
cal solution. [ was trying for an alternative that did not re-
quire some commercial TSR-type file compressor program
such as Stacker or SuperStor.

We want to invoke the batch file automatically the first
boot of the day only. That means it must either be in, or be
called by, your AUTOEXEC.BAT. Further, you might want
to use some utility, such as ALREADY.COM, to ensure
this. While the batch file is designed so that it won’t burt to
call it on every boot, it simply wastes time.

The solution breaks down into two separate, but interre-
lated, picces:

The first piece is simply an extension to the backup
batch program [ presented in the February newsletter. Just
before the *:LAST" label in that program, add the following
code:

REM We will first check to see that some backups
REM with today’'s date were indeed created. If
REM mot,why bother?

if oot exist di\dir\%DOSDATE%.* gotoc LAST

REM Then we'll create OLDDATE.BAT in preparation
REM for archiving them tomorrow.

scho set OLDDATE=3DOSDATE%d:\dir\clddate.bat
egho. >» di\dir\olddate.bat

REM Let's check that it wam cresatad.

if mot exist di\dir‘olddate.bat gote ERROR4

goto LABT

1ERROR

LI —— ]
Batch files

eche For some reason, OLDDATE.BAT was not
ache sreated.
acho Check the reascn and create manuamlly
acho if neces=ary.
1 LAST

That's all there is to that part, You now have a file in

“dAdir\" called OLDDATE.BAT that has the line in it, for
example

SET OLDDATE=03-14-92
bearing today’s date. Please note: the spaces, or lack of
them, are absolutely vital in the line:

echo set OLDDATE=3DOSDATEY>d:\dir\olddate.bat
There can be NO SPACES before or after the “>" redi-
rection symbol and NO TRAILING SPACES at the end of
that line. Otherwise, when the OLDDATE variable is cre-
ated, it will exceed eight bytes in length and DOS will never
consider it equal to an eight-byte filename. The next line

echo. >> di\dirlolddate.bat
merely adds a carriage return to OLDDATE.BAT, and
cxftra spaces are irrelevant.

The next part I'll call ARCH_OLD.BAT. Pick a name

that you like. [ suggest you invoke it from your AUTO- )
EXECBAT with a “CALL"” command.

cls
BEH If we already have OLDDATE ino the enviren-
REH ment, 1t moans we've run the program
REM already today.
if not *"ROLDDATER"=="" goto END
REH We'd better check that we’ve got an
REM OLDDATE.BAT before we go any further.
if not exist d:\diriolddate.bat goto ERRORL
call dihdirielddate
REM We should mow have a new eaviroomental
REM variable called OLDDATE. Let'‘s check.
REM If we're ckay, we can delete OQLDDATE.BAT so
REM that we don’'t get confused later on.
if “WOLDDATE% *"=="" gots ERROR2
if exist divdirholddate.bat del d:ridiriocld-
date.bat
REM How we'll do opne more error check.
REM We'll check to see if there is already a
REM ZIF archive in existence with that date.
REHM If so, exit with error.
i1f exist dsVdir\ROLDDATE%.ZIP goto ERROR3
REM Okay, mow 1lt's safs to do our archiving.

REM We’'ll use PEZIP with the *-m~ opticn, to
REM delete the originals after archiving them,
Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6

-?"'g

REM and the *"-o" option, to datestamp the ZIP
REM with the date of the oldest file in thers.
REM The next twe lines are actually all on ons
REM liome,
if exist di\dir\%0LDDATEY.* pkzip -m -o

diydic A ROLDDATES . EIF 4o \dig\VOLDDATER. ™
if errerleval 1 goto ERRORA
REM The preceding line just checks for a
REM PEZIP arror.
goto ENHD
t ERROR1 to ERRORM
REM I'1ll leave it up to you to create the
REH mecesgary little "echo® statements for the
REM various error conditions, remembering te
REM start sach with a "cls” and ending sach
REH with a *“gato END®.
tEND

A few comments are in order, I think. Firstly, change
the “d:\dir” to whatever drive and directory you are going
to use to hold these backups and archives. Secondly,
change the %DOSDATE% variable name to whatever vari-
able name you use to put today’s date into your DOS envi-
ronment. Lastly, the first time you start this cycle, you must
run the backup program before the archiving program or it
won't work. This is because there won't be any OLD-
DATEBAT yet. So just run the backup program today,
change your AUTOEXEC.BAT and the repetitive cycle
will start just fine tomorrow when you boot up.

This program gives you one ZIP, with a dated filename,
containing all your individual files, bearing that same date,
that were found in “d:\dir”. Without much trouble, you
could adapt this to put them in a weekly ZIP or a monthly
ZIP. Your choice!

So how should you use them? Try using SHEZ, which
is very powerful indeed. Configure SHEZ to use your favor-
ite editor and a good file browser (e.g., LIST.COM). When
you want to use one of your ZIP archives, just call up
SHEZ in the directory containing the archives, then high-
light the archive ZIP that you want, and press “Enter”, But
don’t unzip the resultant files. You now have two alterna-
tives available:

1. If you highlight an individual file and press “V", the file
is brought up in your viewer. LIST.COM, for example,
allows you to copy blocks of text, even from within this
archived file, to anywhere. For example, if your ar-
chives were old E-Mail messages, you could copy a
message, or a portion of it, to your off-line message
reader/editor. You can even invoke an editor from
within LIST, but since SHEZ thinks that you're only
viewing the file, it won't “freshen” (update) the ZIP
when you're finished. But you could edit the block of
text and then copy that revised block to an external file.
If you get this complicated, you’d better have a lot of
RAM, as you have “shelled” out about three levels deep.

2. If you highlight an individual file and press “ALT-E",
that file appears in your chosen editor. All of your mac-
108, ete., work. When you're finished, SHEZ will auto-
matically update (“freshen”) the ZIP with your newly-
edited file.

St

Learning how

Making your computer suit your needs, part 2: CONFIG.SYS

by Erle Clyde

In April, 1 stated that you can cus-
tomize your microcomputer to
suit your current needs best by
creating or amending two files in your
root directory: CONFIGSYS and
AUTOEXEC.BAT. These are both
text files, so they can be created or
changed with any wond processor that
can save files in ASCII format. If you
have DOS 5.0, its full screen editor 15
excellent.

Optimizing these files will require
some experimenting on your part.

Caution: Make a bootable floppy
disk and use that disk for your experi-
ments. In that way, if you make an er-

ror, nothing is lost. Also, if there is
currently a CONFIG.SYS file on
your hard disk, copy it to the bootable
floppy as a starting point. Note, also,
that after you have created or modi-
fied the CONFIG.SYS file, the new
parameters don't take effect until the
system has been rebooted.

The CONFIG.SYS file controls
how your compuler uses memory, and
how it communicates with hardware
devices, such as the keyboard, moni-
tor, printer, mouse, etc. The most com-
monly used commands are buffers,
device (or devicehigh if you have
DOS 5.0 with a 386), dos, files, last-
drive, and shell.

Buffers

When DOS staris, an area of mem-
ory is reserved for buffers, which tem-
porarily hold information from disks.
Each buffer can hold parts of files
waiting to be used by a program or
stored on a disk (usuvally in 512 byte
chunks). Up to a point, higher buffer
settings result in faster disk perform-
ance. However, the more buffers
there are, the less space there is in
memory for programs and data. Sug-
gested buffer settings, as a starting
point, are 12 onan XT ; 20 onan AT
20; and 40 on a 386. However, a lot

Continued on back page
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Ottawa PC News
Ottawa PC News is the newsletter of
the Ottawa PC Users' Group (OPCUG),
and is published monthly except in July
and December.

Deadline
Deadline for submissions is the last
day of the month prier to publication.

Mailing Address

3 Thatcher St.

Nepean, Ontario K2G 156
Telephone Answering Machine
723-1329

FUB (Bulletin Board) N, 8, 1 228-0665

PUB, for MNP5/V.42 228-8550

Chairman

Harald Freise 828-3411

Past Chalrman

Doug Poulter 745-8768

Treasurer

Stan McRoberts 722-0845

Secretary

Robert Parkinson 523-7259

Membership Chalrman

Faul Green T4T7-7BG2

Convenor

your name could go here

Software Librarian

Morman Dafoe T23-1909

BBS

Chris Taylor 723-1329

Hardware/Scftware Broker

Terry Mahoney 225-2630
Fax 226-2615

Beginners’ Comer

Eric Clyde 749-2387

Newsletter Editor

Lynda Simons 526-2179

Assistant Editors

Julie Dustin 228-0724

Susan Phillips 725-2935

Newsletter Team (current month)
Mary Blickstead Herb Kelland

Eric Clyde John MacManus
Flato Guerra Ron Marchant
Jackson Hibler Robert Parkinson
Group Meetings

OFCUG meets monthly except in July
and December, Check the answering
machine, the PUB and the newsletter
for the date and place of each meeting.
Meeting times are 8:00 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Beginners' sessions are from 7:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m.

Membership fees
$25 per year
Disk-of-the-Month

$25 for 5,25 ins. diskettes and $35 per
year for 3.5 ins. (for 10 diskettes)

Continued from previous page

depends on the speed of your system
and size of your hard disk.

Files

Space is also reserved in memory
for a table that contains information
about the files currently open. Note
that DOS alone requires that 10 files
be open simultaneously, and applica-
lion programs can require many
more. Check the documentation of
the programs you use for sugges-
tions. Usually, between 15 and 20 is
fine, but if you use Windows, 30 is
recommended.

Device

DOS has a number of built-in ca-
pabilities to handle hardware, called
“devices” in computer jargon. If you
want to add other hardware, such as a
mouse, or software which simulates
hardware, such as a ramdisk (simula-
tion of a speedy hard-disk in mem-
ory) or a disk cache, you will need
the special device drivers provided
by the manufacturer. Also, many sofl-
ware programs require a special de-
vice driver, ANSISYS, which ¢n-
ables them to control the screen and
the keyboard more effectively.

For the start of your experiment-
ing (using a bootable floppy disk), a
typical CONFIG.SYS would be:
buffers=20
files=20

device=ci\doshansi.sys

N

device=gi1\mouse\mouse.sys

If you have a 386, with lots of ex-
tended memory, your starting point
(also using a bootable floppy disk)
could be:
device=ai\himem.ays
doea=high, umb
buffers=30
files=40
davicehigh=c:\dos\ansi.nsys
devicehigh=ci\mouse\mouse.sys

devicebhigh=ci\dos\ramdrive.ays

Happy experimenting!
.¢.

At 7:00 p.m., prior 1o the rgular
monthly OPCUG meetings, Eric
Clyde holds special sessions for new
users in Room 110, If vou have a
topic you would like Eric to discuss,
or questions you would like to ask
him, call Eric at 749-2387. —
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OTTAWA PC USERS" GROUP
NEXT GENERAL MEETING

o discuss

computer security
{1 =

(

SNOOPGUARD provides password control to system startup
presented by John Nash of Nash Information Services Inc ﬁ?

© PLATO GUERRA 5/92
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Tuesday May 26 '92 8pm
In the Auditorium
at Sir Robenrt Borden High School

131 Greenbank Road, Nepean




The Ottawa PC Users’ Group Membership Application

3 Thatcher Street (renewal)
Nepean, Ontario
K2G 156 VOICE (613) 723-1329
BBS (N,8,1)(613) 228-0665
Please Print
St - e |
Last Name: First Name;
Address:
City: Province: :
Postal Code Country:
Telephone: |
Home:; Office: Fax:
Are You:
0 A New Member? Membership 1.D.#
0O Renewing your membership? MEMBERSHIP FEE $£25.00
Do you wish to subscribe 1o the Disk of O Yes Disk Format:
the Month and/or Software Library O No 0 525" @ $25.00 yr. $
disks? (10 disks per subscription 0 3.50° @ $35.00 yr. $
regular price $3.00 par digk)

Total:
0 Cheque O Cash -

Can you help in Group Activities? Check those that apply.

0 Programming Instruction O Hardware Technigues Hardware Used: '
O Newsletter Input 0 Meating Locations Madem? '
0O Memberships O Agendas & Spaakers o XT O Yes
0 Software Library O Advartising O AT - 2886 Baud:
0O Promation/Publicity O Bulietin Board 0 386 0 300
1 Cithar 0 486 0 1200
O 2400
O 8600

What in particular interests you in the Group?
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