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Free software programs

Two new enhancements for Lotus 123

Lotus is giving away two freebies to en-
hance your version 2.01 copy of 1-2-3 {only
one for version 2.0):

LEARN - Reconds macro keystrokes

XCOPY utility

SPEEDUP - Increases re-calculation
B,

Toget your copy of the two free enhance-
ments for Lotus 1-2-3 (one for 2.0) download

Program has many features

by André Cyr

Whether you're an old hand at MS/PC
DOS ora newcomer, it's likely that you only
gave a cursory look at all the files included in
the manual when you took possession of
your new version of DOS (3.2 or later). The
files may have then been tossed into obliv-
iont in a DOS subdirectory or a backup disk-
ette that vou'll never refer to again.

If you"ve done that, then you may still be
struggling with the COPY command, a relic
of the mid to late seventies, and miss a linde
Jewelcalled ACOPY EXE. Without being
the most revolutionary utility software,

'"TV bits' show

Waord processing and desktop
publishing are the subjects of the
next edtion of the Whole Bit televi-
sion show, The show is aired on the
third Tuesday of every month with
the next broadeast scheduled for
March 15 at 10 p.m. on Ch. 220 (Ot-
tawa Cablevision) and 225 (Skyline
Cablevision). The Ottawa IBM-PC
Users Group, along with other com-
puterciubs inthe area, is anactive
participant in this show,

XCOPY is a neat improvement on COPY and
DISKCOPY.COM and ... you already oam .

XCOPY has most of the capabilities of the
COPY command and DISKCOPY.COM, wses
a similar syntax, and has a few improvement of
IS 0TI,

What do you loose?

Everything has a price and XCOPY is no
different. While the COPY is always available,
being memory resident in COMMAND.COM,
ACOPY.EXE1sa command file which re-
quires space on your diskette, RAMDISK or
hard disk for accesstoits capabilitics. The
COPY command allows you to redirect ASCTI
files 10 your primter (COPY 000000 PRN) or
to input data in a text file (e.g. COPY CON
textfile. ().

XCOPY works only on files that are stored
on disk. Also the COPY command can append
files which XCOPY can't. On the
DISKCOPY .COM side, also an external coms
miand, you don’t lose or gain that much!

What you gain
Your gains are mainly at the COPY com-
mand level, The COPY cammand has two

“annoying'' features:

Continued on page 4

123ADN.ARC from The Bureau BBS ar
other fine BBS's in vour neighborhood.

LEARN - Record keystrokes in a macro
(like in Symphony and other spreadsheet
packages that are eons ahead of the likable
bt limited 123). To use it, you have 1o
define one your ALT keys (I prefer ALT 5
sincethats what Symphony uses) asthe
LEARN key. Stan recording by pressing
this key and press it again once you're
done.

SPEEDUP - This speeds up your re-
caleulation times {considerably T might
add). There are two setings: STANDARD
and OPTIMAL. Use the first. Alsothe cells
that need to be re-calculated are high-
lighted {I have an EGA card and the high-
lighted cells shows up as a yukky purple.
Use PC MAG's SPECTRUM to change
this toany color of you like.) The high-
lighting can also be tumed off.

see 'Freebies ..." page2
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Public domain software

EVALUATE is a handy 'FOG INDEX'

by André Cyr

There is many “*public domain’”,
“‘shareware’” or simply commercial
package who will help you assess the
readability of your writing as well as
their human *‘punch’’. All these soft-
ware are limited to the english lan-
guage and french texts won't fare
well.

EVALUATE is a small (24K)
and slick public domain utility writ-

ten by a local author, P. Asselin, The
utility hasa built in table that give you
the capability to assess the readabil-
ity level and human “‘punch’’ of your
english and french texts.

Assessing the readability of vour
wriling is an intriguing concept with
its schools of believers and non believ-
ers. Just for the fun of it you can try this
program against texts in either offi-
cial language and... you might of
might not like the results...

Avoid the rush
Memberships available now

Twenty five members mailed in their renewals prior to the January mesting and 43
others renewed at the desk. Thirteen new members also joined, which made for a pretty
hectic evening at the registration desk. The names of the 25 and those who managed o
register before the meeting participated in a draw for a Diskett-of-the-Month (DOM) sub-
scription worth 325, Dalbe Crook, a one-vear member who had just renewed his member-
ship, won the prize of an audit.

Becauseofthe short time betweenthe members receiving the newsletter and the
Jaruary 27 meeting, we decided to include all renewees at the beginning of the: meeting in
the draw. The idea of the draw is to prevent those long line-ups which are annoying for
everyone. Westill would appreciate advance renewals both priortothe night of the
meeting and immediately before the meeting, BUT, for the February and March draws,
ONLY THOSE RENEWALS RECEIVED AT THE OPUG's ADDRESS NO
LATER-THAN FEBRUARY 23 AND MARCH 29 RESPECTIVELY will be
eligible for the draws. And since the names remainin the bag for all the draws, 1t's to your
advantage tv RENEW RIGHT NOW, There are still more than 360 members wha have
to renew their memberships.

Club badges

Your Membership Chainman seems to be loosing the *“battle of the badges™” and he's
looking for HELP, At the January meeting, 252 rame badges were spread on the table at
the front of the hall. He even had provided lists 10 help everyone discover if their name
badge was there instead of everyone rummaging through the whole lot. He brought 228
badges back home with him and he"ll be adding more than 24 befone the Febroary meeting,
If you haven't done it yet, please pick-up your badge, wear it at the meeting and KEEP IT
with you? One way to remember it is o place it with your diskette carrier or your notepad
wou usually bring with vou tothe meetings. Please, retrive your badge next time you come
to the mesting.

(N.B. if you want to dump the
results screen to your EPSON FX or
compatible printer vou need to use
PRTSCFX to display properly the
graphics charactersusedinthe screen
{(PRTSCFX is also available on vari-
ous local bulletin boards)).

Freebies ...

from page 1
INSTALLATION:

De-ARC 123ADN.ARC inyour Lotus
sith-dar.

Type: ADD-MGR 123 LEARN
and ADD-MGR 123 SPEEDUP

where 123 is actually 123.5ET. Substinte
this if yours is named something else.

Now gointo 123, press ALT <107, select
< A >tiach. The screens you'll pet are self-ex-
planatory. Rememberto <UZpdate these
changes once vou're done in the current
IMETR.
You can also make either add-on enbance-
mént atoloading.

Disk of the Month

Disk-48 will have (among other
things) a greatclipboard program
for transferring data from oné pro-
gram to another with 4 separate clip-
boards, a utility to show disk ac-
cesses on screen (even RAM disks),
atennis game: for two with an intenest-
ing twist, a wility to remove. all ®.BAK
and zero-byte length files, a prnter/
directory utility, and a program to
peek into your Sidekick appoint-
mentcalendarand setalarmsto go
off 10 minutes before your appoint-
ments.
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Laptops used for auditing departments

Microcomputers in the federal government

by Jackson Hibler

Microcomputing in the Fed...? The Audsior
General (OAG)? Oh Boy ... maybe this would
have been a good night to stay home. But from
the looks of that four Megabyte RAM 386
powered “laptop™ that feeds his Sayet over-
head peojector combo ... could this be a man
who loves his work?

Larry Duff arose before us in his auditor-
blus suit.

“Those of you who are in the Federal Gov-
ernment have had experience withus...”'
(cipple of nervous lavghter) ... so naturally
you are familiar with the world's third greatest
lia: “We are here to help you!"" (genuine
langhter). He may not have helped us, but he
certainty informed us ... maybe more than he
intended!

... they put an entire year
of the Department of En-
ergy, Mines and Re-
sources' financial dataona
micro computer for audit
pUrposes ...

Perhaps the most telling statistic came at
the beginning: There are about 600 employ-
ecsat the OAG ... and 400plus micros! These
people are not “*disinterested observers™”.
They're already committed users.

The next subject - software - confirmed it.
To start, they have an of-the-shelf software
evaluation unit that has produced much-
sought-after reports that are not available for
public distribution ... this is the Auditor Gen-
eral, eh?

But when they can't find a FIDO BBS 1o
transfer their inter-office mail, or a
FULLTEXT o search larges text files ... well
(they have the past decade of reports on micmo
computer in order to check for consistency),
they write their own! (DACMAIL to transmit
binary files through ENVOY 100 and re-
transiate them irdo a readable format - avail-
able free of chargeto other federal depart-
ments) or CULPRIT (cute, ¢h?).

[DEA and AUDITPRO help them extract
data from mainframes and a variety of micro-
computer programs and import it into their

micros whens they can work in a unifonm envi-
rocament (they put an entire year of the Depart-
ment of Energy, Mines and Resources’ finan-
cial data ona micro computer for audit pur-
poses). [ getthe feeling these guys would not
be rattled to discover my accounts are
handled by a spreadsheet but, au contraire,
would be pleased ... and prepared!

Sa here we have this committed bunch of
people who consider micros essential to their
work. But we also have bureaucrats who are
beginning to see the microcomputers in gov-
emment as a very serious threat. What to do?
Why not start with a couple of surveys?

The first one tells them what they think they
already know: ““bureancratic”” problems have
so bogged down large-scale mainframe proj-
ects in the government that they are not get-
ting fair retum for the investment. The second
survey confirms what they suspected: the
microcomputer has become a significant,
widely-accepted tool without waiting for costf
benefit *proals™'.

The trouble with surveys, of course, is that
they are not audits, It has been very difficult to
“quantify’” the productivity improvements so
clearly felt; nota pleasant feeling for an audi-
wor, I'd guess, Siill, the results are most inter-
estng:

Micros in government

Microcomputing in the government is
growing rapidly: so rapidly that every depant-
mental micro-support group was over-
whelmed. There were 12,000 micros in pov-
ernment in 1986, Now there are twice that
number. One out of four workstations have a
microcomputer equipped,

The investment in micros is bigger than
one might expect: the cost ratio of hardware o
all ather related expenses (software, training,
reorganization, efc.) is one to six ... and that
“one" is already 560 million

Unco-ordinated, decentralized planning
(bottom-up) not only typifies micro usage,
but it works. A well planned (fop-down) main-
frame-style installation is atypical.

Word processing is the number one micro-
computer usage, followed by spreadsheets,
drafting and graphics, scientific and specially
developed applications, in that onder,

Problems such as the Department of Sup-

plyand Services ‘ignorance of compatibility
requirements, and individual work-groups’
ignorance of bulk software purchasing op-
portunities are not likely 1o be solved by cen-
tral planning but through education and com-

Experimentation is still the productive rule

Experimentation is still
the productive rule with
micros. Many programs de-
veloped in one department
have spread through the
government ...

with micros. Many programs developed in
one department have spread through the
government: StatsCan's scheduling system,
for instance.

Clerical jobs are changing profoundly:
“QOur secretarics aren't typing as much be-
causz we'ne doing it!”

Sharing software

Software copying is a big unknown,; they
dida’t *"audit’” every maching to look for
pirated softwane .., “Frankly, we were afraid of
what we might find. " But that audit will hap-
pen some day.

The biggest problem with microcompu-
ters is not hardware or software but people’s
expectations: *“Its not the technology but the
Limits of peopla to take up the technology that
is our biggest problem anea.”

Standardization (software cr hardware)
will be almostimpossible at this point, and
that may be a good thing.

Diversity has been beneflicial

At this point the overhead projector looked
like it was about o burn a hole in the Sayet
display, and [ was quite convinced that gov-
ernment microcomputing had already
burned a number of holes in the bureaucracy.
{It's too late to stop ‘em, folks, and it"s too
soonto control ‘em.)
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XCOPY includes a 'compare’ feature

It's more than a simple copy program

from page 1
1 - it reads each file, one ata time, and then
copy them to their target;
2-itcanread big filesinchunks of 64K
only,thus needing multiple passes on big
files.

These frahimes mean a lot of disk activity in
terms of reaingd and writing with its ensuing
wear and tear on your hardwane,

XCOPY is smarter. It will gobble up as
many files as your computer memory ¢an
handle before starting o copy the files to their
target destination. Thus, for wildcard copics
and large files, you obtaina faster copy rate
with a reduced read and write access to your
disks thus eliminating some wear and tear.
This feature make XCOPY worthwhile to in-
vestipate, Butthere's mane ...

XCOPY has eight internal switches which
allows you to antomate many cumbersome
routing tasks. [ will concentrate on what [ feel
are the most useful options.

The MS DOS BACKUP.COM program
permits you to create an archive copy of your
hard disk at the end of a specified period (one
day, one week, etc.), Baclups created with
BACKUP.COM are storde in a unigue format
which is unreadable from MS DOS and you
must use RESTORE.COM to regain access
to your files. XCOPY, as long as your files
don't excesd the size of your floppy diskette,
can store your “backup'” in a MS DOS read-
able format.

XCOPY is one of the rare utilities around
that use the archive bat that show that a file was
altered since the last “backup™. For example,
if you use the following XCOPY flag:

HOPYCh LOTUSWES, ==Au/A

this will tell XCOPY to save all the modified
workfiles to your floppry diskette on drive A:
But there is a more nterssting flag available;
Hyouuse the following XCOPY flag:

AOFYCY LOTUSWES. =*AcM

this will tell XCOPY 1o save all the modified
workfiles and to reset the archive bit to
**unmodified®* to your floppy diskette on
drve A The result of this XOOPY flag will ba
to “"backup’’ only the files that have been

modified since you last run this option. Of
course, the first ime it's run, it will **backup
each one of your individual files; but once run
ita form selective “‘backups™ that you can
automate through an appropriate batch file
for each workfile subdirectory. Why waste
time and cause unnecessary wear and tear on
your hardware by **backingup”’ your pro-
gram files?

Far the more technically inclined individu-
als, there's another XCOPY flag that is worth
considering interms of selective backusp of
your workfiles. Youcan mamually specify the
date when you want XCOPY to make its
backup if you use the following XCOPY flag:

XOOPYC\ LOTUSWES, **A/
DEMM-DD-YY

(Feb. 14, 1988 = (2-14-88)

this will t=ll XCOPY 1o save all files that are
dated on or after the mamually inserted date
(M.B. if you have modified the date using the
DATE command you must adhere to the date
format selectde) to your floppy disketteon
drive A

All ofthe above flags canbe run with the
verify flag active to guarantee that the copy is
identical tothe original by using the above
command with these variations:

XOOPYCA LOTUSWES, **A/ANV
ACORYCL LOTUSWES, =*A MV
AOPYC, LOTUBWES, =FA
D:MM_BD_YYV

I personally like this additional reassur-
ancs that my ooy poocess worksd properly

All thess options are great! Bast their power
canbe increased by the /S flag. If you invoke
this flag, it will cause XCOPY to *‘backup"
your files in the directory that you specified
according to the flag option selacted, but your
command is extended to the subdirectories, if
arry, in the specified directory. If your disketie
or your "D hard disk doesn’t have the naces-
sary subdirectory, XCOPY will create them
during this proces. [ found this option par-
ticularly useful in a partitioned hard disk. If
the subdirectory is empty, XCOPY will ig-
nare it, but if you use the XCOPY flag /E in
conjunction with the /5 fiag, it will even create

the emply subdirectores found.
Other XCOPY flags

There an: two other “less"" wsehul XCOPY
flags; the /W and /P flags. The /W flag will wait
for any keystroke before starting to copy files.
This will parmit you to swap diskettes, if rec-
essary. The /P flag requires that you jssue a
formal acknowledgement before any copy
takes place by typing Y at the prompt, N will
ignore the proposed file and move you to the
next file.

XOOPY con assist vou in coning diskettes
in a different format. Unlike
DISKCOPY.COM that copies a diskette track
by trac resulting in an image copy of the
original diskette, XCOPY ignores the source
and target formats as long as the target disk-
ette is formatted. If you issue the following
command with you own selected flag:

XOOPY A:B: i Ix I (STEY

XCOOPY will parmit you to copy the con-
tents of a regular MS DOS 360K diskette toa
M35 DOS high density diskette; or a directory
and its subdirectories to either a M5 DOS
360K diskens o high density diskette with the
proper flags invoked.

XOOPY . EXE has a “*good" ermor trapping
procedure. You can see various ' 'menacing/
warmning messages™ as you use XCOPY. If
vou are the impatient type or a master with
XCOPY, you can eliminate all these mes-
sages by either copying or rénaming
XCOPY. EXEwMQOOPY.EXE.

MCOPY EXE will work within the confine
of the following assnmptions:

- the source is a directory and the target is
adirectory (within an hard disk or a floppy
disketie);

- if the source encompass multiple files
the target mast be a directory,;

-if youappend a ™\ " (backslash) to the
end of the target name, the targetname isa
directory (e.g. the following MCOPY com-
rrand will create the directory LOTUSWES if
it doesn’t already exist and then copy the
specified files toit:

MODPY LOTUSWESa) LOTUSWES. .
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& What's new in the

March 2
Bulletin board

Specialty Library

Some of the additions fo the Specialty Library for Febru-
ary will be as follows.

An adjustable RAM disk that allows you to change its
size without rebooting and without losing its contents.

Version 2.0 of DanCAD 3-D. This is a major upgrade
to this 3-D drawing and animation package. It supports
CGA, EGA and Hercules display adapters and outputs to
dot matrix printers, lasers, plotters, and even the Li-
notronic 300 typesetter. A fastcomputer (80286 or 80386)
is recommended. 5

Version 2.3 of Galaxy. More speed and features from

seminar planned

A seminar session on Bulletin Boards for
members with litthe or no experience in their
use under the general theme of ** Access to
Bulletin Board - Whattodo .. and nottodo .,
will be held at Upland Airport, Wednesday
March2, 1988

Bruece Miller, the clubs Bulletin Board
Operator (SYSOP) has agreed to be the
speaker. Bulletin Board, their purpose, or-
ganization and use will be covered,

Due to limited facilities the maximum at-
tendance will be limitad to 10 persons.

Toregister ortoexpress your interestto
such seminar, you Can contact:

this fast and capable word processor.

Herb Kelland

733-4259

Taxes 1987. Two Lotus 1-2-3 spreadsheets and a stand-
alone program (database application compiled with Clip-
per) to prepare your taxes.

Based on the demand, the Ottawa IBM PC
Users' Group will try to organize such *gst
accointed™ seminars on this subject or other
subject in the future,

PO 1988 IBM-PC Executive

An upgrade to Wordperfect version 5.0 for Harry Gross
exigting owners is available for: Past President Anne Mexley S 4033
-free(if versiond.2 was purchased after Treasurer Mike Luckham 832389
Febnuary 1, 1988); Secretary Eric Clyde T4 23ET
- £50.00 (U.5.) for current users who ooder Membership Chairman Claude Jarry 5213366
the update befors March 1, 1988 Meeting Facilities Stu Mondey 904933
- SE0.00{U.S.) if ordeved after Mearch 1, 1988, Publicity Harry Gross TR
Software Librarian Chris Taylor 753139
Software Assisiant John Ings X
Cﬂiﬂﬂdar % Newletier Editor André Cyr 561 54%
, Newsletier's Team Paul Baudet 24272
Meetings of the Ottawa IBM-PC Andné Cyr 561 5277
Users Group are held on- the Jast Wed- Ted Havrot TRITI0
nesday of the month except in July and Jackson Hibler 6 4863
December. The Meeting are held at the Mike Luckham 32 3509
Mational Research Council Audito- Mare Biou TRAE
rum, 100:Sussex Drive (Gothic Build- Mike Rov a4 (1d7
ing facing King Edward Avenue).a BBS Sysop Bruce Miller H5 1151
Memberships and club disks are avail- :
abicat 720 pm, vikth the sl ot Bulk Purchasing Temy Mahoney 252615
s e Special Interest Groups
e PCjr Tom Mimee RIS
: ; Enable Bot Laiclaw 05 T8
The next meeting will be on; PCIAT Gord Hopkins 828 38
March 30, Packages Eric Clyde 492387
m Whale Bit TV Show Sandy Slaw T33 5088
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Ottawa IBM-PC Users Club
3 Thatcher Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K2G 186

Memberéhip renewal

MName:
(Please print or type clearly)
Address:
(Please include complete mailing address: Apt, number, street, road, crescent, etc.)
City: PIOV: - Code:
Home: ( ) Business: ( )

Memberships in the Ottawa PC Users Group (OPCUG) are $20.00 per person
and are vaild until March 31, 1989. Members may also subscribe to the
OPCUG's Disk-of-the-Month (DOM:s) service which entitles the subscriber to
ten consecutive DOMs. Please make cheques payable to the OPCUG and
mail to the address at the top of this form.

f i 4 , N
Check one: Membership fees:
New: Membership: $20.00
Renewal: :I Disk subscription: $25.00
\. / o 5,
% /

Ottawa IBM-PC Users Group page 6




